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As for the rending of the churchy we have many rea- 
fons to think it is not that which ye labour to pre- 
vent 9 fo much as the rending of your pontifical 
Jleeves : Thatfchifm would be the for eft Jchijm ta 
you. Milton. 

Neither can religion receive any wound by dif grace 
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AS this Volume confifts of verf 
inftru&ive treatifes, I infcribe 
it to you ; both as a public acknowledge- 
ment of your favours to the Editor, and 
alfo that I may have an opportunity of 
exhorting you to zeal and ardour in af- 
ferting the principles of liberty. 

You will here fee, that the christian 

religion which contains every motive to 

goodnefs perfunal and focial, and the 

A 2 defign 
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defign of which was tp blefs all nations, 
and to make men univerfally good and 
happy, hath been fo perverted and abufed, 
a? to become the inftrument of oppreflion 
and tyranny, and produ&ive of thofe very 
evils that it was intended to prevent or 
remedy. 

You will perceive that all thefe mlf- 
chiefs have arifen from inverting its 
minifters with worldly power and do- 
minion, contrary to the defign of its 
author, and to the precepts and pattern of 
his gofpel. 



You will find, that th^fc men fo de- 
generated from their firft inftiiution, as 
to fct up for ruling, inftead of inft;u<5tirig; 
and though they pretended a zeal for 

fouls, yet their behaviour plainly (hewed, 
that they cared not what became of fouls 
if they could but obuio power and wealth, 
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the conftant obje&s of their purfuit : 
that for many ages they manifefted cithtr 
the grofltft ignorance of the nature and 
defign of chriftianity, or the mod wi!ful 
and wicked oppofition to it ; and that 
they (o blinded and deluded the people, 
that temporal ideas were conftantly annex- 
ed to a rel'gicn that is fpiritual $ and 
Cbrifi's kingdom, which is not of thisv 
wo* Id, was mac!e a worldly kingdom, 
indeed ! 

You will fee that what they called the 
Church, was a mighty Babel y built upon; 
the ruins of reafon, righteoufnefr, truth,. 
goodnefs and mercy, all that is dear and 
facred to men ! You will obferve, that.. 
notwithftanding it was the defign of their 
holy office to lead men to a'l happinef, 
they have been the greateft foes to the 
jcafc and comfort of men, preferring at 



^^ their own priJe and grandeur to* 
and welfare of nations : Th>t 
A 3 Lt 
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for this end, they have promoted and 
encouraged fupcrftition in the. people, 
©pprefilon and tyranny in princes ; have 
foothel and flattered wicked kings in 
all th ir violent and ruinous meafures * 
have preached do&rines of Oavery, juf- 
tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach- 
ments; have taught that obedience to 
the will of the prince was the indifpen- 
fable duty of the people, and that where 
the latter could not in confeience com* 
ply with the demands of the former, 
thy muft not however refift, but be 
pa/Jive where they could not be active: 
and that by thefe felfifli and lying doc- 
trines, they have brought this nation to 
the very brink of ruin and perdition. 

It will here be manifeft to you, that 
they were the men that bred all the dif- 
cprd betwixt King Charles I. and his 
parliament ; that fuch firebrands as Laud y 

Manwaring* 
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Manwaringy and otters (the Safkevsrtth 
of that day) advifed and promoted all th* 
cruel and pernicious Higb-Comnsiffion and 
Star-Cbamher courts, and hurried on thar 
pijnce to thofe illegal practices, which 
afterwards juftly brought him to the block r 
for it is evident that he deferved it, and 
that the people were under a neceffity 
either of cutting him off, or of being 
flaves themfelves without redemption. 

Hence you will learn, that it muft be. 
the extremeft ftupidity and infatuation 
the efftft either of the greateft ignorance 
or the greateft malice, to countenance or 
fupport any power in priefts * and that 
it is the duty of all men to oppofe and 
break their power by all poflible means t 
that it is poifon and dtftru&ion both to 
religion and civil government, to give 
the minifters of religion any power, ex* 
cept that of reafan and perfua&m j this 
being all the power which confifts with the 
7 \&&»& 
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nature of chriftianity (a free and rational 
religion) and with the peace and happinef* 
of human fociety : for that wherever 
priefl s had more power, they always em- 
ployed it to the word purpofes, to blind, • 
deceive, and enflave the world. 

You will learn alfo from hence, not to 
he abufed and impofed upon by words 
and founds, and particularly by the word 
Church, the mod fenfelefs found of all 
others, which has no meaning but a wicked 
one ; for the priefts never ufe it but either 
for fond fuperftition or terrible dominion : 
and when they damn a man in their creeds, 
worry him in their diabolical courts, and 
throw him into prifon, and call this the* 
Pczver of the Churchy they can mean no* 
thing by that phrafe but their own power . 
thefe things being as contrary to chrifti- 
anity, as they are to all reafon and natural' 
juftice. And indeed, if the christian re- 
ligion gave the lead countenance to fuch 

\>rattices % 
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pra&iccs, np miracles could fupport its 
djvine pretentions, at lead it could never 
proceed from a righteous and good being., 
•You will hence rejtft with fcom the great, 
argument urged by pricfts in fupport of 
their oppreffivc doings, viz. that they 
have the laws on their fide \ which wilt 
juftify Popery, the Inquifttion^ the BaJtiU* 
and every tyranny under heaven. You 
will be amazed, that in fuch an age as this, 
an age boafting of light and knowledge* 
there fhould be fo many abfurd do&rinea 
and fuch iniquitous pra&ices in the efta- 
blijhed religion: witnefs the Athanafian 
creed, &V. and wicnefs the confiscation 
of men's goods, and the imprifonment 
of their perfons for non-payment of tythe* 
l£c. And finally, you will hence plainly 
fee, that thofe men are thegreateft friends 
to fociety, and worthy of all fupport and 
encouragement, who arc for dripping 
priefts of all their power : that to vilify 
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and abufe fuch men, is monftrous folly 
and a fort of high treafon to the common- 
wealth ; fincc the public can have no fe- 
curity for its liberty and happinefs, whilft 
priefts are rampant and mighty \ and they 
and their trumpery will flourifh eternally,, 
if no man (hall dare to contradid and op- 
pofe them,. 

l^hefe,Sir, are refle&ions, which a man. 
of your underftanding will naturally make 
on. a perufal of the following trails* which, 
being of great worth and value, on very 
intcreffing and important fubje&a, arc 
here collected and preferved : and I per- 
fuade myfelf, that they will have a place 
in every library, among other defences of 
liberty and the right* oPmankind,, againft 
all invaders and oppreftbrs thereof* 

I only add, that it will give me a fin- 

. gular pleafure to find that this dedication 

contributes to your firm. eftablifhment ia 

the 
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the principles of liberty, and that I am with 
the mod hearty wifhcs for your welfare 
and happinefs* 

Sir, 

Tour mcft cbedlenu 

And bumble fcrvant) 

Richard Baron. 
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SHORT VIEW. 



TH E behavioar of the clergy having 
feemed to »be very extraordinary on 
fome late occafions, I was led by 
my reflexions on that head to make fome 
further enquiry, than I had hitherto done, 
•what the conduft of that t of men had been 
from the more early times of our government 
down to the prefent, and what had been 
the opinions of the wifeft of our anceftors 
about it. 

I thought it was far from improper af this 
time to know not only what reftri&ions to the 
power and wealth of the church, the legi- 
slature had formerly deemed requifite, but alfo 
whether the clergy had not by their behaviour 
made ihofe reftri&ions abfolutely neceflary. 
From thence we may better know what to 
think of their clamours of late, upon any at- 
tempt to put the leaft limits to their property, 
or reftriflions to their power, in fuch cafes, 
where it might be made ufe of to opprcfe any 
of their fellow-fubjefts. 

B a *«* 



4 The Pillars of Priestcraft 

For though the reafonablenefs of laws to 
prevent the abufe of power, or an exorbitant 
Uicreafe'of property in any fet of men, wtare 
there is only a probability of either, is itfelf 
fufficient to recommend the enacting them, 
even though we had not already been fenfiSe 
of fuch abufes j yet the ceceflity of fuch laws 
is ftill further enforced, when founded on ex- 
. am pies and experience, and confirmed by the 
opinions of our wife predeceflbrs. 

It is for this reafon, I trouble the pub- 
lic with the following fheets, that by laying 
before them in as fhort and compendious a 
manner, as I am able, an hiftorical account 
of the conduft of the clergy of this nation, 
as far as it any way afFetted civil affairs fince 
the time of William 1. they may form a judg- 
ment from matters of fa£t, how far neceflaf y 
all precautions in the laity againft the defigns 
of the clergy are, according as they fee this 
conduft of theirs has promoted the public good 
or otherwife. 

Whoever looks into our antient hiftories, 
will find the clergy have been always guided 
by a diftinft intereft of their own, moft fre- 
quently contrary to that of the nation : inftead 
of afTerting the liberty of the people, they 

have 
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have been moft inftrumental in all attempts 
to deftroy it ; inflead of propagating generous 
notions of freedom, they have conftantly en- 
deavoured to inflil into the minds of men 
the mod flavifh maxims, and taught leflbns 
of the mod blind and abject fubmiflion. 

Their oppofition to power, whenever they 
have made any, has generally been factious 
and felfifli, not grounded on motives of re- 
gard for the good of the commonwealth, 
but pccafloned by fome attempt upon their 
temporal intereft or privileges, which was 
often no other than ajuft intention of retrench- 
ing their encroachments upon the crown, and 
people. 

Accordingly we may obferve, that the mod 
dangerous deflgns againft the public have 
been formed by fuch of our princes, who be- 
gan with fecuring the clergy to their intereft 
by great condefcenfions to them ; for we fel- 
dom find the clergy to have failed returning 
the compliment by a concurrence in promot- 
ing the moft arbitrary attempts by their doc- 
trine and actions. 

_The ufe the clergy have maide of what 

power they have- acquired under fuch princes, 

B 3 has 
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has always been moft infopportable to the 
laity, efpecially to fuch as have oppofed it. 

I will not detain the readei" any longer 
from forming his own judgment on this fub- 
jeft, but haften to my relation of fafls, by 
which only I defire he may be determined,, 
as he (hall find them agreeable to truth, to. 
which I have endeavoured to have the ftricleft 
regard. 

The battle of Ha/lings, gained by the duke 
of Normandy, would have been very far fron> " 
determining the fate of this country, had the 
Englijh fufficiently united in its defence. He 
was in pofleflion of but one caflle in the king- 
dom, that of Dover* The earls Morcar and 
Edivin, who had cjiftinguifhed themfelves al- 
ready in the defence of their country,, had 
(hut themfelves up in London with the re- 
mains of the arifcy defeated at Ha/lings*. 
William could not without evident danger 
march into the htart of the kingdom, and 
leave that city behind him in pofTeffion of 
his enemies ; nor could he lay fiege to a place, 
that would coft him much time, and employ 
the greateft part of his army, which was no. 
large one, without leaving all the remote 
counties in England at liberty to 'take pro- 
per meafures for their fecurity, and to raife. 

feveral 
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feveral armies, which might have been greatly 
fupetior to his own* 

Whilft he was in this perplexed fituation, 
the Englijb had no reafon to defpair ; and in- 
deed the two earls juft mentioned ufed all their 
efforts to animate the Londoners. 

To unhe them the more, it was propofed to 
declare young Edgar king. In this generous 
defign it was reafonable to think, the clergy 
would have unanimoufly concurred. One 
would expert to find that bo Jy of men mak- 
ing ufe of all their influence ovsr the people 
tq infjpire them with a fenfe of the duty, they 
Owed their country, and the obligations they 
were under to venture their Jives in defending 
k from an army of rapacious adventurers 1 
that they would have employed their inter* 
ceflion with heaven (which they would wil- 
lingly have thought to be fo efficacious) to 
avert the impending flavery, and by it have 
promoted a confident zeal in their countrymen to 
exert themfelves with intrepidity in fo gloriou* 
a caufe. 

But how little was the public good any 

motive of their conduft ! they could not think 

of continuing a war, which expofed the lands 

of the church, to rapine and defolation, when 

B 4 _ V* 
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by a timely facrifice of the liberty of their 
fcllow-fubjetts, they had it in their power to* 
make their own terms : they could fcot help 
being partial in favour of one, who had un- 
dertaken his enter prize with the countenance 
of the pope: and they thought the church 
might make an acquifition of wealth and power 
under a prince, that had the chara&er of be- 
ing religious, and who could not but think 
himfelf under the greateft obligations to them, 
fliould the people by their means be prevailed" 
on to receive him for their king. 

With thefe views they oppofed the dcfign* 
of the people, who had now come to a refo- 
lution of placing young * Edgar on the throne ; 
but by the biftiops declaring for William^ the 
citizens were by their example at laft prevail'd 
on to open their gates, and receive him. 

Thus by the interested cabals of the clergy 
were the Engl'tjh difluaded from uniting ia 
defence of their country; and the defirable 
(late of liberty, founded on and fecured by pru- 
dent and wholefome laws, which they had 
enjoyed under the race of Saxon kings, was 
changed for the oppreffive government of a 
Norman invader. 

* Cateri proceres Edgaru n eligerent, ft ipi/copos 
fijferiores haberet.t. Malmsb.foL 57. 

Nor 
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/. Nor was it long before the c'ergy themfelves 
found, how ill grounded their felfifli policy 
had been, notwithftanding the monafteries had 
a (hare in the dillribujion of king Harold's 
treafure j but what oppofition any of them 
made .to the invafion of their own rights, 
when they had given up thofe of their coun- 
try, ferved only as a pretext for a more rigo- 
rous treatment. . 

During the life of JVdiam Rufus, the cler- 
gy felt fo great a (hare in the general op- 
preflion of that reign, and were always fo 
difregarded by him, that they had very little ■' ( 
opportunity of furnifhing any circumftances 
by their conduQ worth relating here. It may- 
not however be amifs to obferve, that the 
promoter and inftrument of all this oppreflion 
and violence, was Ranulpk Flambtrt^ bifhop 
of Durham *. 

Henry 1. had not been long on the throne, ^ s 
^efore the encroaching fpirit of the church / .' 
discovered itfelf in the perfon of Anfelm^ arch- / 7 
bifhop of Canterbury. That haughty prelate 
refolved to wreft from the king his right of 
inveftiture of biftiops and abbots ; a prero- 
gative his predeceflbrs had enjoyed without dif- 
turbance, and with great reafon; for other- 

• M . Paris. 
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wife the clergy might have made it one of 
their pretences for denying, they owed the 
foundation of their authority to the civil power. 
In pnrfuance of this defign, upon the king'* 
{hewing fome refolution at firft to maintain 
his right, An/elm, attended by feveral prelates 
who had refigned their bifhopricks, infolently 
carried his complaints to Rome t and defired 
the pope by his fole authority to re-inflate 
them in their fees. We may infer from. 
* M. Paris, the good archbHhop judged it no. 
iimony in fo righteous a caufe, to make ufe 
of the rhetorick of gold with his holinefe, 
who failed not to grant his requeft. In this 
manner did the ambition of that prelate notr 
only invade the juft rights of the king, bat 
introduced a precedent, through the want of re- 
folution in Henry, tending to render both him. 
and his fucceflbrs flaves to the papal authority, 
which never failed by its interpofition in all: 
affairs of this kind to improve them to its own. 
advantage. 

Upon the death of Henry, we are furniftied 
with a molt lively inftance of the regard, the 
clergy paid to the moft folemn oaths taken in 

* Tune Jedes dettuntijfima, qua nulli detjje eon* 
fuevit ( dummodo albi ait quid <vel rubei inter ctd at) 
p-aferipios pontifices & abbate* ad priftinas dignitatem 
mfencorditer revocavit* M, Paris, p. 49. 

the 
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Hie moft public manner. Before the depar- 
ture of the late king to Normandy, he called 
an * aflembly of the great men, in which thfc- 
biftiops were the firfl, that fwore to acknow- 
ledge his daughter the emprefs Matilda for 
their fovereign, in cafe Henry died' without- }l „ 
s iflue male. The right of birth undoubtedly ' 
pleaded in her behalf, and her defcent by/ 
her mother's fide from the race of Saxon 
kings, was a circumftance, which could not 
but greatly recommend her to the Englijk. 
However, Henry's death, which fell obt ia< 
a fhorttime after, was no fooner known, than* 
the clergy declared in favour of Stephen, and- 
by their example, not only countenanced part 
of the nobility in the violation of the oath fo • 
lately taken to Matilda* but by their fuperior 
power in the kingdom deterred others from* 
©ppofing their defigns. The archbUhop of 
Canterbury y the bifhop9* of Winchefter, and* 
Salijbury % were three of the rkheft fubje&s ia 
England: the lad owed his rife, from nothing 
as it were, to the late king, whofe will he: 
was ungratefully now going to fubvert. I will 
juft mention what Rapln fays on this occafion,.. 
who entirely attributes Stephen's advancement- 
to the clergy, "It was (fays he) a great ad- 
M vantage to Stephen to have for hua thtefe 

• Mahmb^foL 99* 

'R6> ' *^\&s&v> 
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%i prelates, whofe intereft fecured him the fuf* 
<c frages of the clergy. This body was then 
< c fo powerful, that the lay-lords who were 
" not in the plot, did not think them fe Ives 
" able to oppofe the defign, which they few 
•* was entirely formed, of placing Stephen on 
" the throne \ iince all the bifhops declared in 
c< his favour, not one attempted to fpeak for 
14 Matilda, fo great an influence had the ex- 
ci ample and authority of the clergy over the 
iC minds of the nobles and people." How 
falfe the aflertions were, on which the bifhops 
grounded the evafion of their oaths, appears 

^from the opinion of Malmsbury. That hifto- 
lian mentioning the reafon, which the bifhop 
of Salisbury alledged in his hearing, concludes 
with faying, that he * does not mention it 
there as giving any credit to thdfe words of a 
man, who could fo well accommodate himfelf 
to all times, as fortune fhifted the fcene, but 
in order to difcharge his duty as an hiftorian. . 
"Let us now fee how they behaved to that Ste- 

. phen 9 whom they had placed on the throne. 
They were not long before they (hewed the 
ufe, they intended to make of the advancement 
of a king, who was indebted folely to them- 
felves for it. They fuppofed, he would not 
think it his intereft to difturb them in the 

* Malmsb.foL 99. 

defigo 
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defign they had formed, of embracing the pre*; 
feat opportunity to render themfelves formidrit^ 
able, and become independent of him and htsf 
fucceflbrs for the future. In order to accom- 
plifti this projeft, they not only fortified fuch 
caftles, as they had already in their hands, but 
erefted feveral new ones. They outvied alt 
the nobility in the magnificence of their houfef 
and retinue, and affefled to appear fo nume- 
roufly attended on all occafions, that they 
looked much more like military chiefs at the 
head of fo many little armies, than the meek 
and peaceable pallors of Chrift's flock. 

It cannot be wondered at, that a behaviour 
of this kind alarmed the king, and almoft ne- 
ceflitated him to take thofe fteps towards de- 
priving fome of them of their caftles, which 
afterwards involved him in fo much trouble* 
If was not only his own private fentimeots, 
which determined him in that point, but the 
advice of moft of the nobles concurred with 
his own opinion, that fome Hop fliould be 
put to the formidable power of the bifliops *, 
which increafed fo faft. But however de« 
firable this might be, it was now not to be 
effe&ed : the clergy had fo great an influence 
over the lower people, that the nation was ia 

* Malmti.foh ioz. 
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a flame at the king's feiziog the biihop's caftles. 
Religion itfelf was looked upon as invaded,, 
which, as Rapin fays, was now thought to 
confift in upholding the church in whatever 
privileges and immunities (he herfelf was 
pleafed to aflume. The bHbops openly talked' 
of oppofing the king by arms, and became fo 
ftrong, that great numbers of the lay lords- 
thought it fafeft to go over to their fide, 
Stephen had indeed fome time before given 
the people in general too much caufe to alter 
the good opinion they had once entertained! 
of him y and we find feveral barons had then- 
taken up arms againil him in defence of their 
liberty : but that affair had at this time beea 
made up, and, as I before obferved, it was 
now the fentiments of moft of the lay-lords, 
that the power of the bifliops required a flop* 
to be put to it: though when the attempt had 
embroiled the king in thefe troubles, but few l 
of thofe lords had recovered their efleem for 
him fo far, as to affert his caufe with the zeal*. 
they would otherwife have done, and draw 
upon themfelves the fury of a body of men zt- 
that time more formidable than their own* 

But that the ground of this quarrel was no » 
national caufe, appears further from hence. 
Had the point in difpute concerned the public: 
liberty, the king mult have aafwejcedfbr his, 

coa*- 
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condti ft only before the great council of the 
kingdom $ whereas in this cafe he was cited 
before a fynod at Winchejler *, convened by 
the bifliop of that place as legate : which not' 
onlyfhews the difpute to be particular will, 
the bi (hops, but was itfelf a greater infult offered 
the xommunity, than ever Stephen had been, 
guilty, of. 

During thi9 difpute, Matilda thought ita«. ' 
favourable juntture to land in England^ and? / ' 
claim her right to the crown. She no foonen 
arrived, than the clergy were forward to dc— . 
clare for her : but the bifliop of Winchejler^ 
who had hitherto chiefly excited and promoted* 
the troubles of the king his brother, begun* 
now to* fee his error in railing the flora** 
fo high, and that his own ruin would be infepa-- 
rable from that of his brother. With this, 
confideration, he, at firft, did him fomefervice;, 
but no fooner had the chance of war declared 1 
itfelf in favour of Matilda by Stephen's be- 
ing taken prifoner, than he again threw up 
his brother's caufe, and won by a promife, thai 
he (hould difpofe of all ecclefiaftical prefer- 
ments, undertook to procure Matilda the fuf- 
frages of the clergy to eleft her queen. In 
order to this he convened a fynod by his lega- 
tine authority, the day before the opening of 

* Malwk 
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which he conferred in private firft with thfe 
bifhops, then with the abbots, and laftly with 
the archdeacons. When the time appointed 
for their meeting was come, after he had made 
a fpeech, in which he publickiy aflertcd • the 
principal right of chufing a prince belonged tb 
■the clergy, the fynod declared. Matilda queen. 
It was thus with an unheard-of, and-unprcce* 
dented infolcnce the clergy alone pretended to 
give the nation a fovereign without confulting 
the barons, nay fcontrary to the fentiments of 
many of them, who had at this time fent 
their deputies with thofe of the city of Lett' 
'den to demand Stephen's liberty. But this 
mfcffage had no other effeft than to draw an 
excommunication upon the king and his ad- 
herents. L ' 

However monftrous this condufl appears to 
be, the meafure of their infolent and treache- 
rous proceedings was not yet compleated : for 
in a very fhort time afterwards the blfhop of 
fVincbeJler having .been difobliged by Matilda* 
he once more deferted her caufe \ and aflem- 
bling another fynod at Wefiminjler f he found 
his brethren nothing loath in undoing, what 
they had fo lately done at WincbeJIer. Ste- 
phen, who was now at liberty, having been 

? Malmsl.foL 106. \ Ibid. foL 108. 
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exchanged for the duke of Ghucejier y was again 
acknowledged by them as king, and Matilda . 
iA her turn excommunicated with her adhe- 
rents. This change foon rendered her affairs 
fo defperate, that (he was obliged to quit this 
kingdom, and leave Stephen in pofle/fion of a 
crown, which he firft obtained, afterwards 
loft, and again recovered by the intrigues and 
power of the ecclefiafticks. 

The power the church aflumed to itfelf in // 
the next reign, and the entire independence ' ^ 
on the fiate, that it laid claim to, evidently 
appears in the conteft between Henry II. and. 
Becket. The laity were reduced to a kind of 
flavery by the clergy : whatever outrages they 
fuffered from them, they durft not repel for 
fear of excommunication (the effeds of which 
were at that time fo terrible) nor could 
they expert any redrefs from the laws, fince 
the ecclefiaflicks claimed a privilege of being 
tried only in their own courts ; there every 
thing was carried on with the mod open 
partiality ; the ecclefiaflicks were only lia- 
ble to flight corre&ions, and for the mod 
heinous crimes puniftied no further than with 
degradation, (hort fufpenfion, or fhort con* 
finement. 
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It was proved •, there had been above a 
hundred murders committed by churchmen 
fince the king's acceffion to the throne, of 
whom not one had been puniihed to much aa 
by degradation* 

For attempting to redrefs fuch an unpa- 
ralleled enormity, the king and the whole- 
body of peers in parliament, were treated by 
this haughty prelate with that infolence, and „ 
open contempt of their authority, as fills every 1 
reader of this part of our hiftory with the ut- 
noft indignation* 

Of fuch conference is; it at aft ttfies to* 
prevent every Hep, which may infenfibly tend 
to procure fuch weahh and power ia the clergy,, 
or any other fist of men, as may create aa 
independency in them ; fince we fee a prince 
of to much fptrk, as Henry II. is allowed ta 
be, for endeavouring 7 to retrench that part o£ 
ecclefiaftical ufurpation, which protected cri- 
minals from juftice, forced to attone for this 
fo unchriftian and wicked attempt, by tha 
mod abjeft condefcenfion and fubmiffion ; 
though his d^fign had the good wifhes and 
concurrence of all the nobility in the king* 

* Raji/i^wL I. 226. Tind*. tranjl^ 
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iom, who at this time groaned under the 
ecclefiaftical yoke. 

HubardVs vn& a reign, 10 which we find P 
«ery little faid of ecclefiaflical affairs or per* .""" • 
fons. That prince was bat a few months ia 
England after he came to the crown* The 
accounts of that time chiefly concern that ro- 
mantic expedition of his to the H(,h^kmi % 
fo expenfive to his country, and fatal to 
himfelf in being made prifoner by the em* 
peror. 

The tyrannical government of king Jthn made h 
the oppofitton, which he met with from his, /I f 
baron*, an indtfpenfabie duty* they owed them-- 
felves, their country, and pofterity. The tem- 
per of this monarch, was fuch a mixture of 
folly, pride, and meannefs, that it was itnpof- 
fible, but he fhould embroil himfelf with all 
fets of men, however different and oppofite 
their interefls might be. Therefore though* 
the clergy feem to have a great (hare in the 
events of this reign, we Ihould however care- 
fully diftraguifti the motives of their condu<By 
as well as confequences of it, from that of the 
barons. The firft troubles of importance in - 
this reign were merely ecclefiaflical. The -* 

pope's nominating cardinal Langton to the fee t f 

of Canterbury, plunged the K5§SatCLYCi\a^^i< 
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great difficulties and mifcry. The king's refit* 
fal to admit turn as archbifhop, brought an in- 
terdict on the kingdom ; and the clergy were 
fo far from being difpleafed at this usurpation 
in the pope#lhat thofe few of them, who would 
willingly have leflened the general confufion 
occafioned by the interdict, by continuing to per- 
form the du tie's of their office, fuch as reading 
prayer, burying the dead, and the like, met with 
continual infults from the zealots*. This, 
drew upon the ecclefiafticks the king's utmoft 
feverity, who feized on their lands, impri- 
Foned their perfons, and committed all manner 
of outrages on them. The ioterdicl was foon 
after followed by an excommunication of the 
king, and the people were abfolved by the pope 
from their oath of allegiance* 

The nation in general had been fo much 
opprefled, that the barons took this occafion 
to throw off all obedience to king John. Had % 
he been a prince in the efteem of his fubjefls, 
no doubt they would have greatly refented 
this infult to their fovereign. But the con- 
fequencc was, the king to fupport himfelf 
againft the lords, found himfelf obliged to 
fubmit to the holy fee, whofe reconciliation 
was to be purchafed on no' other terms than a 

* Rapirty vol. I./. 269. 
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re Agnation of his crown after the mod igno- 
minious manner to the pope, in the perfon of 
his legate \ which he was to receive back, and 
hold ever after as his vaflal, and as fuch to 
pay a yearly tribute. The generaj dcfe&ion of 
-the barons, which followed, thdugh they made 
a political ufe of thefe troubles, yet was a thing 
quite diftirtft from them, and founded wholly 
on principles of liberty. And as the grounds 
were different, fo Were the confequences 1 the 
firft rendered the kingdom tribinary to the 
fee of Rome, the latter procured the 1 fignirig of 
Magna Charts -that bafis of the liberty of 
England ever fince. 

It will perhaps be faid, that after the recon- 
ciliation of John to the pope, from which 
time he condemned the barons oppofition, and 
fent a legate to reconcile the king to the 
clergy, yet they ftill refufed to comply with 
the terms propofed, and feveral of them ad- 
hered firmly to the caufe of the barons* 

But we may with great reafon conclude the 
confideration of their own particular intereft 
was what influenced them chiefly on that oc- 
cafion ; for the reparations fettled by the * pope 
for the damages, the clergy had fuftahed from 

• M. Paris. 
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the king daring the interdift *, fell infinitely 
ihort of their real lodes: for which reafoa 
they were entirely diflatUfied at the legate's 
determination. 

Nor can we well imagine, that archbifhop 
Langtony who, for his own private advance- 
ment, conld fuffer himfelf to be made the 
caufe of fo much mifery to the kingdom, and 
of the moft ignominious proftitution of the 
honour of the Englijb crown and nation, could 
afterwards aft in defence of its liberty, from 
the generous and difintcrefted motives of pub* 
lie fpirit. 

Nothing could be worfe concerted than the 
•defign Htnry III. formed of freeing himfelf 
from the rcftraint he thought the lords had 
laid on his father by Magna Charta. Inftead 
of gaining the clergy to his intereft, and there- 
' by making them fubfervient to his defigns, he 
not only made them partake of the general 
oppreffion of his reign, but fuffered them to be 
devoured by the infatiable extortion of the 
pope's legates. The king vainly thought all 
he had to do, was to keep fair with the holy 
fee ; the pope knew how to make the proper 
life of this temper in the king; and fince 

* RafitiyVQU i. f. 27^% 
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John's refignation feemed to confider England 
as a tributary country, which he might plun- 
der at difcretton. I|e had now no occafioa 
for the afliftaoce of the clergy, who, whilft 
they found their account in it, promoted all 
his defigns, and exalted his ufurped power. 
But as the cafe now flood, they found a blind 
complaifance for the orders of the pope, and 
his demands of money, would only ferve to * 
ruin them. They had nothing to hope from 
the king, who kept no meafdres with them : 
they beheld with grief all vacant benefices 
bellowed on foreigners, infomnch, that at one 
time no lefs than three hundred ecclefiafticks 
were fent over. Whofoeves looks into M. Pa- 
ris, will find him every where full of inftances 
of the pope's extortion and oppreffion towards 
the Englijh clergy, in which the king went 
hand in hand with him. The clergy were 
not fo blind to their own intereft, as not to be 
fenfible it was now their bnfinefs to join with 
the people in condemning Henry's proceed- 
ings : accordingly we find through this reign 
they always {hewed great backwardnefs in 
complying with the exaQions of the king and 
pope, and fometimes they had the refolution 
to give them a down-right refufal, and openly 
to declare they would no longer fubmit to fuch 
oppreffions. 
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But that their regard for the intereft of the 
laity was no greater than at other times, plaior 
ly appears from the open attempts they them- 
felves made towards fubverting the laws, which 
^ my lord Coke mentions in his preface to the 
v: nrticuli cleri *. " in the farty-fecond year of 
* c Henry III. Be* if ace archbUhop of Canter- 
" h r y> made diverfe and many canons and 
" confutations provincial, dire&ly againft the 
.'.'.. l^jvs of th$ realm, and tending lo .ufurp and 
'V encroach uppiV many matters which appa- 
." r en tly. belonged to the common law; but 
*« notwithftanding the greatnefs of Boniface, 
" and that diverfe of the judges of the realm 
" were of the clergy, and all the great officers 
14 of the realm, as chancellor, treafurer, privy 
u feal, &c. were prelates, yet the judges pro- 
" ceeded according- to the laws of the realm, 
<c and flill kept, though with great difficulty, 
*' the ecclefiaftical courts within their juft and 
« c proper limits." We may reafonably con- 
clude, had the king taken the method, fome 
of his more politic fucceffbrs have done, of 
attaching the clergy to his intereft, by Clew- 
ing a zeal for their pretended rights, and a 
readinefs in contributing to the advancement 
of their riches and power, and had himfelf 

* Second *voh of Injl. 
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only plundered and harafled his other fub- 
jefls ; he would have met with their full con- 
currence in his defigns : and all precautions in 
the laity for the fecurity of their liberty, would 
have been cenfured as unwarrantable, and re* 
bellious. For what could not be expe&ed 
from a fet of men, whofe power and wealth 
were become fo dangerous to liberty, and their 
endeavours to encreafe them To ftrenuous, that, 
as the great man jufl quoted fays, it was with 
great difficulty the laws of the land were refcued 
from their all-engrofling ambition 1 

In this and the following reign, we may 
obferve, how difficult it was by the wifeft 
provifions and r^ftridions of the law to pre- 
vent the clergy from evading fuch ftatutes as 
fet any bounds to their wealth or power. At 
the time of figning Magna Cbarta by Henrj % 
the barons were fo fenfible of the dangerous 
confequence of the immenfe riches, the church 
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a 
claufe to prevent the further difpofition of 
lands to religious houfes. But the clergy found 
fo many ways to creep out of that ftatute, and 
their poffeffions continued ftill to encreafe fo ^ 
fair, that in the feventh of Edward I. the Aa- /; 
tute of mortmain was ena&ed to the general joy 
of the people. The words intended to provide 
againft their devices are fo ftrong, that I will 

VOL. II. C iufett 
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infert tbem here t *•' * H£md nsMus niigsefm 
«« cut alius emkumque terras out Unemexta 
" aliqua emere vel vender* fub colore dena- 
*< tionis ant termini," (and to pre?eat all 
other inventions and evafions, thefe general 
words were added) " ant ratiant akerius rf- 
n tali terras out tenementa ab aliquo reapere 9 
cc aut alio quovis modo t qrte vetingemo, fibi 
,<c appropriate prafumat, fub forisfaclura eorun- 
•« Jorum.* 

A man would have thought, fays »y lord 
Coke, that this (hould have prevented all new 
devices; but they foon 'found out an evafion 
for this ftatute alfo. 

Iq the progrefs of this reign we fee the 
grounds of their oppoiition in the former fully 
.made out by the willingnefs, the clergy (hewecj, 
in making ufe of the pope's authority, when- 
ever it chimed with their own intereft : they 
now made a bull of Boniface VJli. f a pre* 
fence to exempt them from the payment of 
any taxes to feoukr prince*, without the con- 
sent of the holy fee; and by io doing, openly 
put themfehres upon a foot of independence 
en the reft of the kingdom ; and even affumed 

* See lord Cotes mama chtrte, ck. 36, 
% M, Weft. 40J. sTsffing. p. 68. 
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afuperiority, by declaring they were not obliged 
to join with thejn in contributing to the public 
cxpences. 

In the cjofe of this reign* the bUhops give 
us a farther more convincing proof of what 
I have before faid, that hitherto whenever 
they {hewed a difapprobation of any innova- 
tions or opprefflons, it was merely becaufe 
they had no (hare in the profits. Edward* 
notwithftanding the encomiums of feme hi- 
ftorians, had no left fond^efs for arbitrary 
power than his predecefibrs, though his fuperior 
underftauding made hiqa fenfxble, how oqpef- 
fary it was to conceal it ; of which he was 
convinced by the rcfolute behaviour of fome of 
tbe barons, However, towards die decline 
6E his life, he began to aft with left rcfervc 
in that refpeft; and having procured .from 
Rome a difpenfatlon of his oath, in regard tp 
the two charters, he by virtue of a grant 
from thence levied the tenth of all.ecdefiahi- 
cal revenues for two years ; in confideguiop 
of which, the pope ceferved to himself the 
firO-fruits of (ill the benefices. Here one 
would impgipe, that the chiqf pen of the 
clergy were concerned in the greateft degree 
to prevent any innovation of this kind, -which 
fo particularly affe&ed their own body; bvt 
in this «u:c was nlfto* thatt^1#A^%to^^\ 
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have a fellow-feeling, and therefore they quiet- 
ly fubmitted to it: for • M. of Weftmin* 
Jler tells us, the pope was induced to this 
through the covetoufnefe of the bifhops, who 
fubmitted to this innovation, on condition 
that they might enjoy one year's profits of all 
vacant benefices in their gift. At the fame 
time the parliament f (hewed a more difin- 
terefted regard for the clergy, than their own 
heads had done, by prohibiting the colle&ors 
to gather the tax, though the power of the 
king made their prohibitions ufelefs. 

Never was the parliament more fenfible of 
the ecclcfiaftical yoke, or more ready to come 
to refplutions of putting a ftop to the papal 
oppreffipns, than under Edward II. But the 
Sveaknefs of that king, and the circumftances 
he was in, made all their endeavours ineffec- 
tual. The ' clergy were fo fatisfied of his 
weaknefs, and fo intoxicated with their own 
pride and power, that they committed the 
moll unparalleled infutt and violence to pub- 
lic juftice, the laws of the realm, and therein 
to the whole nation. AdamOrleton%^ bifhop 
of Hereford, having been indited of high- 
treafon, for being concerned with Mortimer 
earl of March in his. open rebellion ; the arch- 

* Mat. tFefm.'tfT* t Safin* % Walfitig. ?. 1 19, 
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bilhop* of Canterbury Yvk % and Did fa, with 
(event! of their fuffragans, came to the bar, 
and by force took him away, threatning to 
excommunicate all that (hoold oppofe them, 
and proceed againft him : and this they did 
under pretext of the canons * of the church, 
though the benefit of the clergy, however they 
had found means of late to extend it, was 
never allowed to reach to high-treafon againft 
the king. And all this was done in defence 
of a man the moft abandoned by every vir- 
tue, and of whofe character nothing can coo* 
vey a more perfect idea, than his own order 
afterwards to the keepers of the unhappy 
Edward: «• Edwtrdum cccidtri ntlitt timr* 
«« bmumift! 9 

Under Edward III. (moft eminently the 
beft and greateft of our princes, who unde- 
niably deferves thofe encomiums given him 
by hiftorians, which flattery, or want of dif- 
cernment, made them too apt to bellow on 
others) more vigorous methods were taken 
by the king and parliament, to deliver the na- 
tion from the fo long complained of papal op- 
preffions. With that intent the ftatutes of 
provifors and praemunire were enacted: the 
firft to prevent the court of Rtmt from dif- 

• Sit lord Grit'/ U j9fl A f . 6y^ nai 6>>V 
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pofiflg of ecdefitfticri befttfce* c&MWy to 
the right of the king, of any tther fcfiaa% *e 
fcccmd to prevent the fabjtfEh of Bmgh*i car- 
rying caofcs to any fereign or other cOtfft* tile 
cogoiaace of which belongs* to the hinges 
coons. However* Mtwhhftaaditg tbefc pM* 
Fefiod the grvvaaoes AtU CMtte*^ 
tbt frepc caofte** as a am ftomearicln 
ftkml dignkk*, «* five * does As «n*h*i the 
* tax of til Ibe profits that appertained to die 
" kictg by tbt y*r of tbk whole rtalm." Ac- 
cerdiigly w* find hardly any meeting of peril** 
mcftt in fcfr reign, tat %fcith tbefc griettnet* 
ire tiot enntpfctoef of* *Kw$thlbadtog A* 
ftktbtesttede, aadfe freq uentl y confirmed far 
preventing them. 

Now when we eonfidor the Oftttimobs ind 
oonfiant opinion of both tag and pirliameot 
no this head, and the vigorous idbltttione* 
they lb often came to* can we reasonably an* 
count, why the meofims taken by them 
iioold prove Ineffectual toy other way than 
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy 
themfehes? Both of which I think appear 
pretty plain. The parliament exprefsiy mew* 
tkm the firA, in ikying « f the whole clergy 

• Ofr#»'i Pmrl *•//. 50 EJ. III. 
f P*rL talL £> U ill. 
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w were fo obedient to the pope's collc&or, that 
" they did not dare difpleafe him. And that 
they did more than barely connive at appeals 
from the king's courts, contrary to the ftatute 
of praemunire, appears, in that they tbemfehres 
prefomed to take cognizance of appeals from 
thofe courts in their own ecclefiaftical courts. 
" And to reVerfe judgment given in the king's 
** courts, to the prejudice and difherifon of the 
u king and comrtunftlry :" as the parliament 
of the twenty- fir ft of Edward 111. recite In their 
complaint* 

That the parliaments in this reign were no 
left apprthenfive of tjie f power and encroach- 
ments of the clergy at tome, than of the fee 
of Rcme, appears from the feveral parliamentary 
petitions * and refolutions on that head. At 
one time we find them praying the king, 
that remedy might be had againft the oppref- 
fion of ordinaries, and their officers. At an- 
other time they made their requeft to the 
king, that " no + ordinance might be made *t 
~" the petition of the clergy without confent 
H of parliament, and that no man might be 
" bonnd by any their confutation made for 
* their advantage.* 

• Pari. Koll. 25 Ed. III. 
t Pari. MI. S iEd.lU. 
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The clergy had for fome time pad intruded 
themfelves into all the great places of truft, 
power, and profit in the ftate, the civil .courts, 
and king's houfhold *. The lords and com- 
mons therefore reprefented to the king, that 
the realm had long been governed by church- 
men, to the great prejudice of the crown ; and 
therefore required, that for the future the great 
officers of the king's courts might be only 
bymeu. 

The juftnefs of thefe complaints, and of the 
precautions of the parliament, is fully confirmed 
by th$ ccnduft of the clergy in the following 
reign. Richard II. had not been long on the 
throne, before they took the advantage of the 
youth and weaknefe of that prince to pro- 
cure his confent to an ordinance for the im- 
prifoning of fuch, as they fhould think fit to 
declare heretics : and this entirely without 
confent of parliament, a moft notorious out- 
rage, if ever there was any, upon the efta- 
blUhed conftitution of this kingdom. But 
what meafures would they not take to deflray 
a growing feft, fuch as the IVidiffius* who 
propagated principles of fo damnable a nature, 
as tended to deftroy the temporal grandeur 

• Waffi*z* p. 1S6. tf Pari. Roll. 
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and power' of the church I A dodrine that 
10 all ages will never fail being cenfured by 
moft of them, as highly heretical. But the 
hoofe of commons were fo fenfible of this 
heinous encroachment npon the rights of the 
people, that the ordinance was repealed by the 
king next parliament ; and the declaration of 
the commons on this occafion had fo much 
becoming refolution and fpirit in it, that it 
may not be amifs to let down their own words, 
" that * it was never their meaning to be juf- 
<c tified, and bind themfelves and fucceflTora 
" to the prelates, no more than their an* 
41 ceftors had done before them." A refolu- 
tkb ever worthy to be remembered and fol- 
lowed by all fuccceding parliaments. 

I took notice in the laft reign, that the 
Continued opprelfions of the jpope, noiwith- 
ftanding the repeated refold tions of the king 
and parliament againft tbem, mud have been 
owing to the connivance of the clergy: the 
following inftance under Richard y is a further 
and full confirmation of their backwardnek 
to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives 
of the fee of R»me. " The t archbi(bopd 
H of. Canterbury and Tork for themfelves^ 

• Pari ML 6 Hie*. IL 
1 Pari RM. 13 Rich. If. 
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" and the whole clergy of their province* 
" make their folemn protection ia open par- 
*« liament, that they in no wife meant or 
* would aflent to any ftatute or law made 
«« in reftraint of the pope's authority, but 
" utterly wtthftood the fane." 

The following prostitution of the clergy, (an 
ex predion aptly made ufe of) and their fupe- 
rior talents in doing with a better grace the 
very fame profligate and flavifh jobs, in which 
the laity hare at any time equally concurred^ 
is worth observing from a paflage in an hw 
Aorian that treats of that rcigo. When 
Richard II. had at Iaft by corruption, ' or put* 
ting out fuch returning officers, whofe com- 
plaifance for his defigns he fufpe&ed, got a 
parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfops, 
as he knew would be at hit devotion, (the 
firft, if I miftake not, that was openly prc> 
cared in that manner;) after the feffion wfes 
opened by a time-ferving fpeech of the bifhojp 
of Exeter 9 it was propofed by the lung'* mi- 
ni ft ers, that the acls of grace palled n'me years 
before in favour of certain lords, who had op- 
pofed the lung in his attempts upon the pub- 
lic * liberty, (hould be repealed. The ftc^ 
lates without any hefitation not only gave 

.** 

* Wolfing, p. 354, 

their 
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their .aflent, but, by the expreffion of the hi- 
Aorian, Teemed to have ufcd arguments to fliew 
thofe a&s to be revocable; upon which, 
fays he, the temporal lords feeing the clergy 
approved of it, gave aMb their aflent, more 
induced t» k through fear of the kltig, than any 
coari&on of their minds. Now though their 
concurrence is abfolutely inexenfabte ; yet the 
reader, I believe, will agree with me in ob- 
ierving a tntnifeft difference in their behar 
Tiouf. For the dergy, nix reafon is aligned 
by the hiftorian, but their forwardnefs » the 
affair feems abandoned like that of mea hack- 
ney'd in proftitution ; the other have the ex- 
ample of the clergy, and the fear of the 
king menttoned- ay determinibg them. And 
that I may not be thought to have exagge- 
rated this matter, I will give the reader IVal- 
fingbams own words. 

** Mi importunts chmorHus pefierunt ut 
** chart* ferdonationum in frimis revocaren* 
%* tur & ennulkreniury fuper quibus roqmfiti 
M pr&lati do facile indicarunt talis ciartas 
•' fore revecabiltsy nu att in denies pud hu- 
* € jus gratia- revocatia perfona regis maxim* 
** repugnabat ; cum miferecordia fit feUi re- 
*■ gatii confirmation & qui toll it *mifericord*> 
** am, tollii foli regalis firm amentum. Con- 
"«■ figtientir iimini temporalis videnkt *$**» 
C 6 ^ fri 
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." /urn cleri 9 cenfuerunt iff ipfi hujus cbartm 
" annvllandaS) magis timers regis 4iHi % pum 
<€ mentium rationed 



Glorious pre-eminence of the clergy, 
in a parliament compofed of men colled out 
from amongft the whole people for fcrvilitjr 
and corruption ! 

Henry IV. a haughty defigning prince, who 
though he owed his crown purely to a par- 
liamentary right, yet ever affe&ed to build bia 
claim on other foundations, not only weak* 
but abfolutely falfe, was fenfible A that he had 
againft him a powerful fa&ion In the king- 
dom, and that his condud was fuch, a* 
could not fail adding to the number of hi* 
enemies* ( 

His policy in taking all methods, and being 
mod vigilant to fecure the pofleffioa of his 
crown* was the mod diflinguifhing qualifica- 
tion of his genius: and he had too much 
difcernment not to fee, how neceflary it wa$ 
for carrying on his ends to have the clergy 
firmly in his intereft. That body was now 
become more than ever wealthy, powerful, 
and infoleat. Accordingly, Henry made it a 
maxim, to do nothing, u hich might difoWige 
them, but to take every opportunity of teftir 

lying 
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tying a regard for their intereft. He knew 
bjr that means, however ill he ufed his other 
fubjefts, he fhould flill prefenre the reputation 
of a pious prince, zealous for the caufe and 
hononr of God, which could not but greatly 
contribute to baffle any oppofition to big 
meafures. The clergy had all along fo con- 
nived at the pretenfions of the court of Rom$ 9 
that the endeavours of former parliaments to 
put a (lop to that abufe, proved ineffectual^ 
The people groaned for a reformation ; there* 
fore, though the king was obliged at firft in 
compliance with his parliament to revive the fta- 
tutes of praemunire, yet never was the breach 
of them more winked at, than in this reign. 
To give the ecclefiafticks a more public ia- 
ftance of his zeal, Henry at their petition 
procured the bloody aft to pafs in parliament; 
for the burning fuch as they fhould declare 
heretics. Immediately the poor Lollards* 
who had incurred their unrelenting difpleafure 
for broaching doctrines repugnant to their 
temporal grandeur, are without mercy deli- 
vered to the flames ; and the churches found 
with the encomiums of a king, who had given 
fuch unqueftionablc proof of his piety and 
zeal. 

But a parliament, that met fome time after, 
had not the fame compliance for the cler^f. 
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This was that which by way of reproach, they 
* , have called the illiterate parliament, reprefeoN 
/ / ing them as a fet of men cbofen according to 
'("* the king's private letters, merely on account 
.7" of their ignorance $ an error mod people fince, 
and amongft the reft a very eminent man ia 
our law f, has been led into. Bat thefc fee- 
lers were in reality writs of fummons, Is 
which there were directions, in purfnaaoe of 
~' : a ftatute made hi Edward Illd's time, ex- 
cluding all (herifFs and praftifing lawyers from 
being efeftcd : the reafon of which was, that 
foch procured themfelves to be ele&ed merely to 
fcrve views of their own, and did not faithfully 
difebarge their duty to their country, fnftead 
therefore of looking upon this parliament In the 
fight, in which it has been reprefented, we are 
to confider it as compofed of honeft, difinrereft- 
ed country gentlemen, who having no private 
views to ferve, came up fraught with the fcn- 
thneqts of thofe they reprefented, who im- 
patiently wifhed to fee themfelves freed from 
the ccclefiaftical yoke. 

Accordingly, when the king, laying his ne* 
ceffitres before them, demanded an aid, they 
remonftrated the hardfliip of burthentng hi* 
fubje&s with further taxes, when at the fame 
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time the clergy contributed nothing 10 the 
aacetiities of the ftate, though pofleflcd of the 
third part of all the lands hi the kingdom % 
wallowing, to the neglc& of their daty, ia 
luxury and idlcncfr : thai therefore h was their 
defire that his wants ftould be (npplied out 
of the ecckfiafiical revenues, as not only juft t 
and agreeable to die ftatiments of the people, 
hat in the main of real fervicc to the church 
itfclf. 

We may ealtly imagine, what treatment a 
proposition of this kind met with from the 
clergy. The f archbilhop of Camerhur^ 
who was prefent, could not forbear treatii^ 
the commons in the moft arrogant and ia- 
folent manner : he even told -them in a mena- 
cing way, no attempt of that fort ftonld be 
offered the church without impunity , and that 
it flioold be at their peril if they feized any 
of its revenues 5 that for his part he would 
fooner lofe his life than fee it dcyriaed of 
them. 

The king, in pmfuance of the maxim he 
had laid down, to keep weH with <be clergy, 
took this opportunity to effinre the arehbidbop 
of his.refolation to maintain the church in 
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its full pofleflions, and of his defire rather to 
iocreafe than diminifh its fplendor. The 
commons, not intimidated by the threats of 
any dignified church-man, went on and pre* 
pared a bill for (applying the king's necefStiet 
oat of the revenues of the church $ but wheri 
the bill came to the lords, they refufed thei* 
concurrence, through the cabals of the bifhopt, 
who had gained a confiderable party in that 
houfe, for having oppofed the commons not 
long before m a laudable dcfign they had 
of fupplying the king's wants, by a revocation 
of feveral lands alienated from the crown by 
grants in the late reign, and fquandered upoa 
favourites, to the great impoverishing of the 
crown, and burthening the people; which 
revocation would greatly have afFe&ed feverat 
peers, who at that time were in podcflion of 
fuch lands. Here we fee the bifhops, oppofcr s 
in general of every ftep taken for the cafe 
of the fubjeft, and treating the reprefentative 
body of the whole people in parliament with 
infolence, ill language, and threats for the 
attempt* 

Though the commons were difappointed 
this time in their dcfign, yet the grievance was 
too generally felt, and a redreft too much de- . 
fired by the people for them to fit down dif~ 
nuiyed at this repulfe. la a parliament affem- 

bU4 
1 
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bled Come time after they renewed their for- 
mer inftanccs in regard to the clergy's revenue* ; 
the confequences alfo of the ftatute againft the 
Lollards obtained by influence and cabal were 
now known to be fo terrible, that they like* 
wife defired a repeal of it; at leaft an amend- 
ment. As to their firft inftances, they fet forth, 
that the king might eafily feize out of the re- 
venues of the ecclefiafticksy what would be fuf- 
ficient to provide in a moft ample manner 
for fifteen earls; fifteen hundred knights, fix 
fhou&nd two hundred efquires, and a hun- 
dred hofpitals. But they had the mortification 
to have their remonftrances meet with no bet- 
ter faecds with the iiug, who was now more 
than ever confirmed in his refolption of being 
well with the- church* Therefore fcc not only 
refufed his aflent, but did it in a moft arbitrary 
manner, forbidding them for the future to 
prefume to meddle with fuch affairs • ; and 
as for the ftatutes agaiilft the Lollards, he was 
fo far from allowing any mitigation, that he 
(aid he could wi(h they were made more ri- 
gorous. To pleafe the ecclefiafticks flill fur- 
ther with an open affront upon the commons, 
he affefted at that time to fign a warrant for 
the burning of a poor Lollard, who fufferc< 
death with great refolution. 

• Walpng. f. 37c, 
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mod ungrateful in a prince* Who had m other 
title co his crown than the good- will of the 
peqple* and free gift of parliament, whofe right* 
be ever tried to fubver t. To cowalude there- 
fore with Mr. Raphf* observations on this 
reign : " When I confider (fays he) the ex* 
" ceffive commendations befiowed on that 
*• prince. I cannot help fafpetfiog, that the 
u glory of being the firft burner of here-* 
" tics, and of protecting the clergy againft 
<c the attempts of the hotrfe of common* 
« were the main fjprings of til their enco* 
« mitHttS. It is well known, the ccclefiafika 
* ire at lealotls in praifing their bencfaCtora, 
t* as in kwvfpfag tfaftir oppofeni" 

No fooncr wu Hgwj IV. dead, than the 
clergy determined to fecnte themfelves for the 
future againft all attempt* to lefibn their re- 
venues, by taking advantage of the com* 
plai&nce, that is ufually met with from young 
princes an the beginning of their reigns. Tbey 
did not doubt, but fuch attempts had been 
greatly promoted by the dofirine of the Lol- 
lards. Therefore as thofe principles were coun- 
tenanced by feveral men of the greaieft rank, 
and higheft efteem of any in the kingdom, they 
refolved to lay the ax to the root of the tree, 
and by boldly attacking the patrons of the 
fcft, deter all others from pctfuming to ad- 
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vancc aoy propofitiom , which they flioold dif- 
approTc of, that might render them liable to 
be fufpefted of WUktiffiu principles* In pur- 
fnance of this refolution, the archbilhop of 
Canterbury waited on the king, and repre- 
sented to him the great growth of herefy, 
which could not fail drawing down the wrath 
of heaven on the kingdom ; and the glory it 
wonld be to a yonng monarch to begin his 
reign with engaging in the canfe of God, by 
defending the church from heretics, for which 
heaven would certainly crown all bis under- 
takings with fuceefs. Thus faid Neftmm 
once to the younger Tbeodofiusi " Give me* 
" o emperor, the earth, weeded from here- 
" tics, and I in my .turn will give yon hea- 
€i ven; deftroy with , me the heretic, and I 
" * ill deftroy die f^rfian with you." The 
archbtfhop then informed him, that Sir Join 
Qldeafth, bdron of Cobham, a domeftic of his 
own, was the mod open abetter of the doftrint 
of the LoHards * ; and therefore he defired, he 
might be allowed to proceed againft him with 
the utmoft Severity and rigour. 

The king anfwered him In fiich a manner* 
as (hewed, he was far from approving of force 
for reclaiming people from errors in religion ; 
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but however told him, that if he could not by 
talking to Sir John Olicafth reftore him to 
the right way, he would then give leave for a 
procefs againft him* 

This lord was a man the mod elteemed of 
any in the kingdom, and particularly dear to 
the king, zsWal/tngbam the monk owns, for 
his confummate probity. Notwithftanding, the 
king finding him unmoveable as to his opinions, 
no longer oppofed the clergy's requeft, and 
he was accordingly condemned to be burnt, 
though for fome time he avoided fuffering the 
fentence by an efcape out of prifon. 

The king in his difcourfe with the arch- 
bilhop had difcovered too much moderation 
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to 
have their full defire upon their enemies, ef- 
pecially as he did not feem very follicitous to 
have Oldcajlle retaken. It was their intereft 
(fays Rapin) that the king fhould have other 
fentiments more agreeable to the barbarous 
zeal, with which ecdefiafticks are generally 
animated. In order thereto they rcprefented 
the Lollards as men, that not only fought the 
deftruflion of the eftabliftied church and reli- 
- gion, but even of the king's perfon and ftate 
itfelf. To confirm him in fuch a belief, they 
fathered upon them a more abfurd and faafe- 
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Ub plot, than ever was invented by the* soft 
profligate dilatoxes employed by tbo cradltft 
of the Roman, emperors for fuch pnrpafri 
The poor Lollards^ fioce a * pmclamatioe the 
king had made to fupprefs their aflembBes, 
had continued their meeting with great fe* 
crecy ia woods, and other uofrequented placet 
in the country for tbo worflrip of God in 
their own manner. Upon thefe occafioos 



fame of them chofc St. Gifa'r folds war Lon- 
don where they thought to be concealed by 
bufhes, and fhrubs, that grew there : bo* be- 
ing difoovcred by the clergy, the king was 
immediately told, that Oldcafilt at the head 
of twenty thoufand LeI'ards were in the fields, 
with a defign to kill the king and hit brothers, 
and all the lords fpiritual and temporal who 
were not their friends. Alarmed at thia in* 
formation, Hrnry, who was at Ettbam 9 im- 
mediately marched to London to attack this 
powerful body of confpirators. He arrived 
about midnight, and finding about fourfcore 
perfons, fell upon them, and killed about 
twenty, and took moil of the reft prifojjerf. 
The poor wretches, knowing how liable they 
were to the infults of their perfecutotrs, had 
unfortunately brought arms with them, which 
probably ferved as a pretence to convince the 

• R«fi*, W. i. p. 507. 
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king of the defigu ; and that their imifatkm 
might have the greater weight, means wop 
found by threats or promifes to. prevail with 
fome to confefe the fad, though the abfbrdity 
was uDfurmoantable to etery considering man. 
For ioftead of twenty tbon&nd to execote fo 
great a defign, there were only a few mean 
people, with none of great rank \ and as for 
OUcaftit himfclf, he was not prefcnt. But 
it feems the clergy gained a great point by it, 
in rendering the LoLmrdt odious to the king, 
and obtainiqg a vaft price to be let on Old- 
caftU* head, who was foon after taken, and 
fell a (acrifice to their malice and owelty. The 
whole behaviour of Henry towards this great 
man gives as no advantageous idea of the inte- 
grity of that prince, fince he afted intirely in 
oppofition to his own declared fentiments, and 
facrifked a man, he had the greateft cfieem for ; 
to which he could have no other motive than 
to gain the clergy 10 his intereft, and to pre- 
vent from them any interruption in the ambitious 
projects, he was probably at that time medita- 
ting. As to the pretended confpiracy, he had 
too much feofe really to credit it, the abfiir- 
dity of which, if not at firft, yet he certainly 
foon after mud have been convinced of, though 
he had never the ingenuity to own it, or ad 
accordingly. Sir Rabert C$tten 9 in his abridg- 
ment of the parliament-rolls, fpeaking of the 
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parliament that met at this titoe, in whttfh 
the Lollards were fo perfecuted, makefc^this 
remark. " The clergy, at this their own 
« c parliament, ceafe not to rage and roar af- 
• 4 ter chriftian blood, tanquam hones r&* 
" gientos ; and whofoevef did the fault, they 
u put John Porter in the flocks, and cried, 
" crucify Cbrift, and deliver us Barrabas ; ' ftic 
" now all horrible mifchiefs whatfoever were 
*' imputed to the poor Lollards." 

BHhop * Burnet, in his hiflory of the refor- 
mation, tells us, the difingenuous and inhuman 
way, the clergy had, of dealing with the Lol- 
lards : " which was in their proceedings againft 
" them always to mix fome capital errors, 
" which all chriftians reje&ed, with thofe, for 
" which they accufed them : and fome* pJrti- 
Cl colars being proved, they gave it out, that 
" they were guilty of them all, to reprefeut 
" them the more odious/ 9 of which he gives 
us fome examples. 

It was not the Lollards alone that in this 
reign were convinced of the neceflity of leflen- 
ing the revenues of the church : for a parlia- 
ment, that agreed to the fevered ftatutes againft 
thofe niiferable people, (hewed the greateft ear- 

* Hijt. of the reformat. W. I. /. 29. 
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nefiaeft for reducing the clergy within proper 



It was an artifice of the clergy at that time 
to coofound every body, that oppofcd their 
temporal grandeur, under the general name of 
Lcllards, and to render them and their defigna 
odioos, they rcprcfented them as acting from 
heretical principles ; in the fame manner as in a 
latter reign every man, that difcovered any zeal 
for liberty againft the arbitrary defigns of the 
court and church, was branded with the name 
of puritan. And in this I have the concur- 
rence of the learned author laft mentioned, 
who tells us, that " when * the clergy bad 
" their authority fortified with fuch fevere 
" laws, they became more cruel and infolent 
" than ever. And if any man denied them 
** any part of that refpeft, or of thofe advan* 
" tages, to which they pretended, he was pre- 
" fently brought under the fufpicion of berefy, 
« and vexed with imprifonments, and articles 
" were brought agjunlt him." 

But the parliament I juft now fpoke of, 
were fo apprehenfive of this artifice, that they 
agreed to every proposal of the clergy for the 
extirpation of what was then called berefy ; 

* Hid. of the refer, vol. i. p. 27. 
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fo that all the pulpits in the kingdom found- 
ed their praifes. Thcrefoie, vhcu the com- 
mons predated an addrefs for fdzing their re- 
venues, they were thunder-ftruck. There was ■ 
no having rccourfe to their ufual method of 
reprefenting as LsLmfs, whomfocver they dif- 
liked ; fo that they had no way of diverting 
the impendng danger, but by animating the 
youn* king to a war with Franc r, and in or- 
der to carry it on, to compound for the resig- 
nation of the alien priories. Though of all the 
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en" 
gaged the world in, they may be faid to have 
the befr excufe for this ; yet I cannot think the 
archbifhop's fpeech on the occailon quite 
agreeable with the peace making character .of 
a chriflian divine, howfocver it might have 
appeared from the mouth of an cntcrprizing 
fhtefman. 

From this time to that of Hewy VIII. the 
kingdom was fo much engaged in other * mat- 
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the 
proceedings of eccleu a flicks worth taking up 
the reader's time. It is probable they would 
have made great advantages from the weak- 
nets of Hctvy VI. had not fo many troubles at 
court, the war with France^ and the misfor- 

• 
* Rafirt, 
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tones of this reign, prevented any attention to 
church affairs. The fame reafons for the moll 
part fubfifted in the following reigns, which 
were alfo taken up with domeftick troubles. 
As for Henry Vll. his whole thourj'-its were fo 
employed in maintaining a quiet pofTc/Iion of 
the crown, of which he was bryond mc:ifi:rc 
jealous, and on hoarding up money, that he 
avoided all occafions of fuch difputcs, which 
might have given difturbancc to cither. 

During the firfl eighteen years of his rc'gn, 
king Henry VIII. was a molt faithful fon of 
the fee of Rome, as the learned author of the 
hiftory of the reformation tells us, except in 
one matter only, which fecmed to le/Ten the 
greatnsfs of the clergy. As this one affair was 
of very great importance, and will fervc fully 
to ftt forth the temper of the clergy at tliis 
time, and alfo furnift.es us with a mi,ft fla- 
grant inftance of the power they had affumed, 
and their moft pernicious and infoient abufe 
of that power; I will give the reader 2s fhort 
an account of it, as poflibb, from lifiiop Lur- 
rety efpeciaily, as during the courfe of this af- 
fair a fcene of cruelties came to light to- 
wards a per fon, who had oflcndcd the ecclc- 
fiafticks, which were nothing iufeiior to thoie 
of the moft inhuman tyrants.. 

D 2 In 
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>.i the fourth * year of this reign it was 
iruc'ccl in pailiamcnt, tl-at dl murderers and 
robbcis fhoukl be dei ied the benefit of clergy. 
Though the rcafonublenefs of this law, one 
would have thought, was fufficient to make it 
pafs, yet to take off all objections there was 
added, that all fuch as were within the holy 
orders of bifhop, pried, or deacon, (hould be 
excepted ; and it was alfo continued in force 
only till the next parliament. Though this 
gave the greateft fatisfaftion to the people, the 
clergy were fo offended, that the moft infe- 
rior perfons, who were any ways related to 
the church, (hould be proceeded againft by the 
laity,, that the aft by their oppofition was fnf- 
fered to determine next parliament. But fee 
the effects of an ill-judged compliance with 
whatfoever that body of men (hall at any time 
be pleafed to call their privileges : they were 
not fatisfied, that it was fuffercd to expire, bat 
with great audacibufnefs refolved to fix a pub- 
lic cenfure on this aft of the legiflatnrte. Ac- 
cordingly, the abbot of Winchdcomb openly 
preached againft it at St. Paul's crofs. 

As this could not fail of making a noife, 
the temporal lords and houfe of commons coa- 

* Hi*, of the refor. vo\ i. p. 13. 

turret . 
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corred in petitioning the king to fupprefs the 
growing infolence of the clergy. Upon this 
a hearing was appointed before the king with 
all the judges and his temporal council. It 
will be too tedious to infer t here the particu- 
lars of the difptite, which are to be fcen in the 
hiftory of the reformation : but in (hort, Dr. 
Standijb, who was ecclefiaflical council for 
the king, maintained his arguments again/1 
the immunities of the church with fo much 
reafon, and fo clearly confuted the aflcrtions 
of the abbot, that all the laity prefent were 
fo confirmed in their former opinions, that the 
bifhops were moved to order the abbot to make 
a recantation of his fermon in the place, where 
he had preached it; but they all flatly refu fed 
to dp it, and openly juftified the aflertions of 
the abbot in every point. As this was fol- 
lowed by very great heats in parliament, an 
affair, that fell out juft after, made the matter 
to be profecnted ftill more warmly trfc Michael- 
mas term following. 

One Richard Hunm, a merchant- tay lor in 
Londitti was fued in the ecclefiaflical court by 
a Middleftx clerk for refufing a mortuary, 
which the clerk pretended was due to him 
on account of a child of Hunnt* that had 
died five weeks old. As this fpiritual court 
$t by the legate's authority, therefore was a 
D 3 fo\€\^jv 
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foreign court, Ilnnne was advifcd to fue the 
clerk in a praemunire. The clergy were touched 
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to 
faflen hcrefy on Hunne ; and having found 
JViMijfe* bible in his cuftody, he was taken 
up, and put in the Lo:lr,rJs tower at St. Pnur$ % 
and had fcvcral articles of herefy objected to 
him by the bifliop of London. On his ex- 
amination he denied them in the manner 
charged upon him ; but owned he had faid 
fome things, which might fetm to tend that 
way, for which he was forry, and afked God'* 
pardon, and fubmitted to the bifhop's correc- 
tion. For this, fays our author, he fhould 
have been enjoined penance, and fet at liberty. 
But as he XI II I continued his fuit in the king's 
court, he was ufed in a barbarous manneY; for 
foon after he was found hanged in the cham- 
ber, where he was prifoner. This was given 
out to be done by himfelf; but when the 
coroner held his inqucft on the body, fo ftiany 
circumftances appeared, that made ft irndenf- 
ably evident, he was murdered ; upon which 
the dead body was acquitted, and the mur- 
der charged upon the officers of the prifon t 
and by other proofs, they found the bi (hop's 
fumner and bell-ringer guilty of it; and by 
the depofition of the fumner himfelf it ap-, 
peared, that Dr. Horfy, the bifhop Lon* 
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dons chancellor, and he, and the bell-ringer 
did ipurder him, and then hang him up. 

At the fame thne the bifliop began a new 
procefs againft Hume for hercfy; of which 
being found guilty, he was delivered over ta 
the fecular power to be burnt, which was ac- 
cordingly done in Smitlfield* When judg- 
ment was given, the bifhops of Durham and 
LincAn, with many doctors btfth of divinity 
and canon-law fat with the bifliop of Lon- 
don ; fo that this (fays our Author) was looked 
on as an aft of the whole clergy, and done 
by common confent. The intent of this was 
to fiiflc all enquiry about the murder ; for ic 
was fuppofed that when once the deccafed had 
been declared a heretic, no man would be 
ib bold as tp appear for him. But it fell out 
quire otherwife. The city of London was en- 
raged to the grcateft degree at the cruelty of 
the clergy, and made it a common caufc. 
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk according 
to law, fliould be long imprifoned, and at 
lad murdered, and the reproach of it cad 
upon himfelf to defame him, and ruin his 
family ;. and then to burn the dead body that 
had been fo ufed, was thought fuch a com- 
plication of cruelties, as few Barbarians had 
ever been guilty of. 
>. D 4 So. 
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So that notwithstanding the very great pain* 
taken to flop the proceediogs, and the endea- 
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going on, 
the thing was fo foul and evident, that they 
were ineffectual : and the trial went on, and 
the chancellor and fumner were induSted as 
principals in the murder. Hunnis children 
were a) To rcAorcd in parliament. 

The convocation, which was now fitting, 
finding all this Air made, refolved to call Dr. 
Standijh to an account ; whofe arguments in the 
affair before mentioned they thought greatly to 
have contributed in raifing this flame. Whett 
he was firft fummoned, fome articles were ob- 
jected to him by word of mouth concerning the 
judging of clerks in civil courts ; but the next 
day a bill was delivered to him in writing, to 
which a day was appointed for his anfwer. 

Standijh finding they were determined to 
oppiefs him, begged the king's protection for 
what he bad done only in difchargq of hit 
duty, as his counfel : but the clergy pretended 
to the king, that it was for fomething he had 
(aid in his leftures, which he had read at St. 
iW's and therefore begged him to maintain 
the rights of the church. On the other hand, 
the temporal lords and houfc of commons aaV 

dre0* 
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drefled the king to maintain the temporal ju- 
rifdl&ion, and protect Standijh from the malice 
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed 
the matter to be argued at Black-friar /, where 
he ordered his council fpiritual and temporal, 
all the judges, and fome of both houfts to 
be prefent. I (hall not relate the arguments 
on both fides here ; bui after the debate all the 
judges gave their opinion, that all thofe of the 
convocation, who did award the citation 
againft Standijh^ were guilty of a praemunire. 
The court then broke up. But at another 
meeting foon after, the king having exprefs'd 
his opinion in favour of Standijh^ and that he 
was refolved to. maintain the rights of the 
crown and temporal jurifdiftion; the arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury begged the matter might 
be fo long refpited, till they could get an an- 
fwer from the court of Rome> and they would 
then conform themfelves to the laws of the 
land in whatever was confident with the law 
of God. To this the king made no anfwer 
then, bat upon his command Standijh was 
foon after difmifs'd out of the court of convo- 
cation. And the king, not willing to break off 
with the clergy about Hunne\ affair, came to 
tbk expedient, that Dr. Horfe^ who had ab- 
fconded in the archbifhop's houfe, (tho* it was 
pretended *he was prifoner there) fjnee war- 
rants had been out to apprehend him, {bro&Vi 
D 5 tw&tt, 
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render himfelf prifoner in the king's bench;, 
where, upon his pleading not guilty, the attor- 
ney-general fhould acknowledge it, and with* 
draw the indictment ; the king thinking he 
had maintained his prerogative, by bringing 
him to the bar. 

Thus ended this great affair, which though 
far from giving the people in general fatisfac- 
tion, as they thought juftice had not been 
done again ft the criminals; yet it made the 
prercnfions of church-men appear very weak, 
and gave all men fuch a deteftation of their 
conduct, as difpofed the public to be weli 
pleafed with the alterations, that followed in 
this reign, and every attempt towards reducing 
their power. 

Tt cannot be fuppofed, that a clergy with this 
difpofuion would countenance any reformation,. 
which at all leflened their riches or power; 
accordingly this, which followed in the pre* 
fent reign, was entirely againft the will of the 
greaieft part of them. It has been jufty ob- 
ferved, there was never any reformation* bat 
the clerpy was againfh Indeed what wa* 
done in this reign was more properly a -few 
fleps towards a reformation, than the thing it- 
k\f ; and though outwardly mod of them paid 
a fubtn iffioa to t\ie ktog* wWVbl \Yv*A*ewt* 
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tibos then made, yet at tbe fame time we 
find them ufing all their artifices to prevent 
their being carried on to fuch a length, as 
(hould render the breach with Rome irrepara- 
ble. With thofe views, when they had brought 
themfelves to own the fupremacy, yet they 
ftill endeavoured to cticrifh in the king a re- 
gard for the mod abfurd doctrines of the Wo- 
man church. And left the few fleps the 
king had taken towards a reformation, might 
encourage the followers of Luther to be more, 
open in promulging their opinions, the greatcft- 
arts were ufed to make the king difcouragc- 
them; and therefore we find perftcution never. 
raged with greater violence and injuftice, than- 
under this reforming monarch. 

For the fame reafon, and in order to make 
tbe clergy lefs fenfible of the abfurdity of fe- 
veral do&rines of the church, and of the im- 
plicit and fervile obedience claimed by it*., 
they endeavoured to fupprefs the tranflation of 
thebible in this reign ; for it was their maxim,. 
to ufe the laity, as Herodttxs tells us* the Scy- 
thians did their flaws, which was to deprive 
them of their eyes, that they might chum theirr 
matter'* milk with more attention* 



Therefore^ whatever, merit there* was- ia 1 
ooinjjU/luiig, die reformation, tk.c\w^l^ w - 
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no pretence to any part of it ; and the few of 
them, that really and with (incerhy laboured 
to bring it about, of whom bilhop Crwmur 
was at (he head, were a very inconfiderabte 
number in refpefl to that whole body. 

And fince I have mentioned that great man, 
upon whofe character fuch encomiums ham 
been made, I mud here own my opinion* (hat 
if we confider with attention his whole com* 
daft, we (hall find fome parts of it, which 
cannot fail very much to leffen thofe ideas, wc 
are at firft apt to conceive of him. 

It is far from my intention to derogate from 
the merit of a man fo much celebrated* by 
making no allowances for the frailties of hu- 
man nature, from which it would be unrea- 
sonable to expeft, that he or any man what- 
ever (hould be exempt by the fanftity of 
his profeffion : and as fuch, I am very willing 
- to confider his recantation in the latter .part qf 
his life; and whatever other flips he might 
have been guilty of, which may be allowed to 
be confequences of human frailty, are readily 
to be excufed, provided they are mere frailties : 
but we cannot confider in that light fome 
of his aftions. The proteflation, he made at 
his confecration*, when he took his oath tft 

* Hift of the refer, vo\. \. ^* \i^% 
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the pope, was a deliberate aft;, and however 
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of 
canoaUts f and cafuifls at that time, was very 
imfaitable to the integrity of his character* 

The taking of oaths with referred mean- 
ings and particular explications, can have no 
other tendency than to deftroy all faith amongft 
men. And it was formerly obfervable 9 that 
the clergy in general too much countenanced 
the- taking of oaths with mental reservations ; 
though in jufiice to the prefent clergy, furely it 
muft be owned, they never allow of any pri- 
vate explications in what they fubferibe as 
neceflary to qualify them for their holy func- 
tion, or on any other occafion. 

His compliance, as well as that of the whole 
convocation, with the king's will, in annulling 

* In how different a light were oaths confidered 
by the ancient heathen*, when at Atbem, on* of 
their greatcft tragedians brought upon bimfelf 
thai higheft indignation of hit audience, by putting 
into the month of a worthy character, a fentiment 
agreeable to the behaviour of this great and pious 
divine. ' 

3' ' Mjtl9*g*0 buffi*** l*t *rt my mnd % 

Euriftd* HtffoU U6\t; 
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the marriage with Anns of Chves* is ex- 
tremely unjuftifiable, and not to be excufed by. 
the fear of incurring the king's difpleafure; 
which, if allowed, will equally juflify the 
word aftions committed at the commands of 
the moft unjuft tyrants. The author of the 
hiftory of the reformation fays, " this * was 
" the grtateft piece of compliance that ever 
u the king had from his clergy : for as they. 
48 all knew there was nothing of weight ia> 
" that pre contrail, fo they laid down a moft 
" pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub* 
" lie treaties and agreements ; fioce if one 
44 of the parties being unwilling to it, fo that 
u his confent was not inward, he was not. 
" bound by it, there was no fafety among' 
u men more/' 

And again, " for that argument, that was 
" taken from the want of confummatioD, 
41 they had forgotten what was pleaded on the 
" king's behalf ten year* before, that con* 
<c fent without confummatioo made a mar- 
° riage compleat— -But as the king was re- 
<4 folved on any terms to get rid of the queeD, 
44 fo the clergy were alfo refolved not to in* 
*« cur his difpleafure j in which they rather 
" fought for seafons to give fome colour ta 
44 their fentence, than patted their judgment- 
" upon the firength of thenu" 

* Vol. i. p. 28 u. 
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But what alone is fufficient to deflroy the 
great veneration for Cranmer^ is the treatment 
Come Anabaptifts met with in the fucceeding 
reign. As that young prince Edward VI. 
was entirely under the direction of proteftaot 
biftiops, we might expert to fee religion pat 
on a much more amiable face, when its chief 
reformers were now no longer obftructcd by 
that great reftraint and fubmiflion, to which 
they were fubjc&ed, by the imperious will of 
the late king. We might expett to fee the 
clergy recommending the proteftant religion 
by the reafonablenefs of its do&rincs, by 
gentlcnefs, moderation, and difintcreftednefs 
in its teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi- 
our fo much complained of in the popifh church. 
But alas! we (hall foon find ourfclves miftaken 
in thofe pleafing hopes. The fword of per- 
fection had only changed hands, and, an im- 
plicit compliance with the prefent clergy, was 
likely to be as much claimed, as ever it had 
been by the church of Rome. The young 
king, in whofe difpofiiion good-nature was as 
prevalent as his good fenfe, was (hocked at 
this unexpected behaviour in the proteftant 
clergy ; and being preflcd to fign a warrant 
for the burning a poor frantic Anabaptift wo- 
man, could not at firft be prevailed with to 

do 
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do it, " but # thought it a cruelly too Ii':e that 
44 they had condemned in pajsiflj, to bum any 
u for their confuences.'' Ami when at laft, 
by the fophiftical arg"ii;:cr:L-. oi' -ood bifhop 
Cranmtr % he was raiho fil-n'-c! in his ob- 
jections, than famficd in i: . /ompliancc, 44 he 
44 fet his hand to the warrant with tears in 
«• his eyes, faying to Cta.mr 9 that if he 
14 did wrong, fince it was in fubmiffion to 
41 his authority, he fhould anfwci for it 
44 before God." 

It is plain from hence, that per fee ut ion fbr 
opinions in religion was never difliked by our 
clergy, and we might probably have feen it at 
as great a height in this, as in the fucceeding 
reigu, had it not been extremely impolitic to 
furnifh the vaft number of enemies the re- 
formation then had in the kingdom, with the 
power of retorting the fame objection againft 
the proteflaut religion, that hail been fo foe- 
cefsfully urged againft popery. Indeed it is 
pretty extraordinary, their policy /hould fuffcr 
the clergy to give thofe open proofs of their 
difpofition which they then did : but it is it 
the fame time a very poweiful argument of 
that difpofition, fince neither policy, which 
generally much governs ccclefiaflics, nor the 

* HiJL of the rtfor. vol. a. p. 1 1 z. 



coofideratioa of wfcat the* ibadesm xaf fa 
lately felt, coold prersS tm asm acrcrria 
fbpprds it, even in thofc ianj dz^ of thsnr 
power. And thocgh the igilkiiire las wis.7 
thought fit to pare tbai liiaai £oc£ : ys: in 
fame, later reigns, whet any of our prjacc* 
have through weakads or El <ke£gni conmaoBV- 
ced their ufurped power, we £zid k empj^td 
with 00 lefc fcveritj than farmerij agaitrS all, 
that Jeemed to disapprove of k; amd though 
they could not extend it agaisft the lives of 
fuch, yet they hare done it to the greaiefi de- 
gree againA the liberty of their perfbns, their 
characters, and fortunes. 

The fooceedSog reign of queen Marj 9 tm 
which the church of JEtav was again apper- 
moft, b an iaflance of the auferies of a fiate 
.governed by a woman, over wbofc pafiona 
bigotry, and a falfc zeal far refigaon, had the 
whole afcendant. She delivered herfclf up 10 
ber confeflor, «* and * was as much addicted 
f< to the humours and interefls of the clergy, 
« as they could wifh." The intercft of the 
fiate was entirely negleded, Calais t whkh 
bad been for ages maintained, and was the 
laft monument of our farmer victories in 
France^ acquired at the cxpence of fa mack 

■ Bmrntt. 
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blood and trcafure, was now loft: and at 
this properly may be confidcrcd as a reign 
of pricfts, we never find one more mean and 
contemptible. 

The reformation, which was re eftablifhed 
under queen Elizabeth, met with the fame op- 
pofition from the majority of the clergy, that 
it had formerly. It would be foreign to the 
defign of thefc few flieets, to enter into an ac- 
count of the particular Acps taken in that af- 
fair ; but it was obfervablc, the clergy for the 
moft part made it a maxim to give what op- 
pofition they could to the reformation : but as 
forn as any ftcps towards it were fettled by 
parliamentary authority, they chofe to recon- 
cile them to their confcienccs, notwithftand- 
ing * the difapprobation they had ex pre fled, ra- 
ther than quit their preferments. But though • 
the reformed religion may from this reign be 
faid to be perfeflly fettled in the kingdom, 
we fhall be; very much deceived, if we expeft 
to find any great amendment in its clergy. 
We fhall foon perceive much of the old leaven 
ftill remaining. The fame purfuit of wealth, 
power, and independency was ftill refolved 
upon : but as all changes in government pro- 
duce the (lime in poli:ics, fo their fcheme* 



• Hill, of the refor* 
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for the accomplishment of their atlgiis V£» 
to be a little ajtcrcd ; aod thk like fubut po- 
liticians they did not fail to do. 

It now became more EectfTarr ihsii for- 
merly for the clergy to pay their court Vj tem- 
poral princes. In order thereto, v. t fnall £^i 
them devifing new doctrines per-kiius :'- '.;.t 
happinefs and liberty of mankind, and frc=j 
being the janizaries of the papacy, as thtv are 
aptly Hiled by a great author, become thefe 
of arbitrary power, as we (hall f-!'y fee tb*oi 
in the following reign. Acd the tvest has 
proved the prophecy, in a ktter imputed to the 
famous Afa.biazely but too true, where fpeaking 
of the mifcrics brought upon mankind, and the, 
corruption of religion by the ccclslhfilcs, which 
called for a thorough reformation, we End 
thefe words : " • I would not be underftcod 
" to diiTuade any from honouring true a pull o- 
41 Heal teachers, when they (hall be eftabLflied 
" amongft us, and from allowing them (even 
" of right, and not of alms or courtefy) fuch 
c< emoluments, as may enable them chearful- 
" ly to perform the duties of their charge, to 
" provide for their children, and even to ufe 
" hofpitality, as they are commanded by St. 
" Paul. But this I will prophefy, that if 

* Mec'i. EngUJb tran. p. 541. 
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" princes (hall perform this bufinefs (meaning 
" a reformation) by halves, and leave any 
" root of this clergy or prieftcraft, as it no# 
" is amoogft us ; or if that famous reformer 
" fled fome years fince out of Picardy toGtnt* 
(c va % who is of fo great renown for learning 
" and parts, (hall not in his model wholly ex- 
«• tirpate this fort of men ; then, I fay, I matt 
" foretel, that as well the magiftrate, as this 
•• workman, will find 'themfelves deceived in 
" their expectation, and that the leaft fibra of 
" this plant will over-run again the whole 
" vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a di flu five 
M papacy in every diocefe, perhaps in every 
" parUh." 

Whoever impartially confiders the reign of 
James I. cannot but difcover, that the arbi- 
trary notions which that weak and felf-fuffi- 
cient prince had got into his head, were 
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef- 
five flattery of the clergy: and it was from 
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom 
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded. 

The dodrine of unlimited paffive obedience 
to princes is a plant purely of proteftan* 
growth ; I mean, of proteftant prieft-craft; 
or at leaft if it had ever a being before in 
the brain of any catimfiaftlcal or intefefted 
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f ricft, the clergy of the reformed church of 
Eagland may claim the fole honour of hav- 
ing cberifhed, and brought it to perfection. 
How much foever the clergy had hitherto 
contributed towards the oppreffions of the peo- 
ple, yet we never find they had the impudence 
to maintain it was a part of religion and 
their duty to fubmit to them, till thefe times 
I am fpeaking of. 

The fiift ufe they made of this difpoiition in 
king James I. was to render the puritans more 
obnoxious to him ; towards whom already he 
was far from being well inclined, though he had 
formerly declared quite the contrary in Scot- 
land. Their different opinions in regard to 
the hierarchy rendered them extremely odious 
to the bifhops, and they dreaded the growth 
of their opinions more than thofe of popery 
itfelf, as appears by their conduit through* 
out this reign. The biftiops therefore repre- 
sented the puritans as men, whofe principles 
were deAruAive to monarchy, no left than to 
the government of the church bjjrifhops; a 
charge, that could not fail confirming a prince 
of his fentiments in his averfion towards them. 

In a conference * appointed at this time for 
form's fake between the bifhops and puritan 

* Ripin, vol. a. p. 162. 
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ciinifters, the archbishop of Cento bury (a mo- 
derate man reckoned, as times went) did not 
fcruple to make ufe of an expreilion of flattery 
to the king fo high-ftraincd, as to be almoft 
blafphemous; for, upon the king's replying 
himfelf to the objections of the minifters, be 
cried out, he verily believed it was by the fpiri: 
of God, the king fpoke what he then did. 

Eut it was not by words alone, that ths 
bitlicps flattered the king, 2nd fhewed their 
approbation of his arbitrary principles. Arch- 
bifhop Banc* if ^ like a true high-flying church- 
man, was refolvei to lead the way in an at- 
tempt to nuke the laws depend on the fcic 
will of the king. He * 'therefore in the name 
of all the clergy exhibited 10 the king ia 
council articles containing twenty-five pre- 
tended grievances, which he de fired might be 
reformed in granting prohibitions from the 
civil courts. The archbilhop could not bat 
know, that in fuch cafes the judges aftcd ac- 
cording to the fixed laws of the land; and 
that if there was any hard (hip in their pro- 
ceedings, they could cot be reformed bat by 
authority of parliament. But the archbi {hop's 
drift in this conduct was to point out a me- 
thod to others of app-ying immediately to the 

• See Cfie's auiculi c:er;, 2d in£. 
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lciog, without regarding the parliament, in 
things, that were undeniably within their ju- 
rifdtclion; which opportunity, he imagined, 
king James would readily have embraced, by 
which alfo the clergy would have gained t 
point, they could not have expettcd from the 
juftice and wifdom of the whole legiflature. 
It is not improbable, bui the king might have 
been gained to their caufe, had it not been 
for the unanimous and ftrenuous opposition 
of the judges, who leprefentcd the illegality 
of the archbifhop's requeft, and the dan- 
gerous confequeuccs, that might happen from 
it. 

Soon afterwards two books were publicly 
iicenfed 5 the one wrote by Dr. Coue! y pro- 
feflbr of civil law at Cambridge and vicar- 
general to archb'fhop Bancroft \ the other by 
one Dr. B!ackwood y a clergyman, in which 
were paffages in favour of the moA extrava- 
gant maxims of arbitrary * power. The firft 
laid down thefe three principles. 

1/?, That the king was not bound by laws, 
-or his Coronation-oath. 
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2dfy 9 That the king was not obliged to 
call a parliament to make laws, bat might do 
it alone by his abfolute power. 

$dly, That it was a great favour to admit 
the confent of the fubjefts in giving fubfidics. 

Thefe principles were fo grofs, that even 
the king found himfelf obliged to forbid the 
reading thofe books, by proclamation, !q order 
to prevent the juftice of parliament upon the 

authors* 

The fucceflbr of the archbHhop juft men- 
tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera- 
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with 
in church- men: but as fucb a temper made 
him unfit for promoting the defigns of his 
brethren, we find him always bated and 
branded by them. He could not approve of 
the rigour ufed to diffenting proteftants, at the 
fame time that the Roman catholics were 
openly tolerated by the king, and winked at 
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of 
the realm : his * letter to the king on this oc- 
cafion, and the freedom he ufes in condemn- 
ing the difpenfing by proclamation with the 

* Rujb. vol. 8. p. 85. 
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eftablUhed laws, will ever redound to his ho- 
nour ; notwithftandrag the perfection and ill 
vfage he met with from his brethren, who 
ftrove to reprefent him as a puritan ; a name 
at this time indifcriminately made Lie of, rot 
only towards the prelbyterians, but likewise 
towards all fuch, who did not approve c: •>.- 
notions countenanced by the kioz, zrA prop a- 
gated by the clergy, nay even towards thofe, 
who exprefled any difiike of the liberrinifm, or 
fafhionable vices of the age. 

As the fruit of the feeds fown in this reign 
came to their full maturity in the following 
one, 1 will dwell no longer on this than juft 
to obferve, that if the reader pleafes to fee a 
Iperimen of true prieflly panegyrick carried 
on to the moft ridiculous and fulfome extra- 
vagance, he may meet with it in an extra ft 
of the fermon preached at king James's funeral, 
printed in f Ru/hwcrtb. 

Under Char Its I. the fpirit of our church- 
men difplayed itfelf without referve in its moft 
lively colours, and ftript of all difguife what- 
foevcr. By their means England was on the 
brink of being en (laved by the king, and clergy 
at the fame time. The views the w church had, 

f Vol. 1. p. 160. 
VOL. II. E wmS* 
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manifeftly appeared as early as the coronation 
of the king. The form of that ceremony 
was compiled chiefly by bifhop Laud % who 
officiated as dean of JVeJiminfter in the room 
of bifhop IVtlliami lately fallen into difplea- 
fure, and therefore fufpended from that office. 
I will not trouble the reader with feveral fu- 
perflitious innovations introduced into the ce- 
remony, which could not but give offence; 
but will fet down one paflage, which fuffi- 
ciently fhews the fchemes the church bad 
formed. 

After the coronation was performed, and 
the king conduced by the nobility to the 
throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented 
paflage was read to him. 

" Stand f and hold faft from henceforth the 
ct place, to which you have been heir by the 
** fucceffion of your fore-fathers, being now 
€C delivered to you by authority of almighty 
* c God, and by the hands of us, and all the 
" bifhops and fcrvants of God : and as you 
€< fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than 
" others, fo remember that (in all places con* 
" venient) you give them greater honour, 
" that the mediator between God and man; 

f Ru0, vol. I, p. 200. 
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« may eftablifh you in the kingly throne to 
" be a mediator between the clergy and laity, 
" and that you may reign for ever with Jefus 
" drift, the king of kings, and lord of 
" lords." 

As the drift of this fpeech is obvious to 
every one, who reads it, I (hall only obfervc 
what a profpeft there was of the clergy's ex- 
tending their power to the height of their 
withes, whenever they (hould have a prelate 
at their head (which foon after happened) that 
aflertcd their fuperiority on fo public, and 
folemn an occafion. 

Since Laud afterwards made fo considerable 
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc- 
tion of all ecclefiaftical affairs, it may not be 
improper to mention the account given of 
him, and his firft appearance in the world in 
the late reign by archbifhop Abbot his pre- 
deceflbr. 

c< This man (fay t he) is the only in- 
€C ward connfellor with Buckingham, fitting 
** with him fometimes whole hours, and 
" feeding his humour with malice and 
" fpite. 

f Jtyfro/. vol. 1. p. 440. 
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" His life in Oxford was to pick quarrels 
" in the Je&ures of the public readers, and 
«' to advertife them to the then bifbop of 
<c Durham, that he might fill the ears of king 
<c James with difcontent againft the honeft 
€i men, that took pains in their places, and 
<c fettled the truth (which he called purita- 
* c nifm) in their auditors. 

c< He made it his work to fee what books 
" were in the prefs, and to look over epiftlea 
€l dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to 
" fee what faults might be found in them. ■■ 

cc It was an obfervation, what a fweet man 
" this was like to be, that the firft obfervable 
u a&, that he did, was the marrying the earl 
" of D. to the lady R. when it was notorious 
" to the world, (he had another hufband, the 
• c fame a nobleman, who had diverfe children 
" then living by her." 

We (hall foon fee the clergy did not fail 
profecuting their defigns with vigour, of which 
they had m.*de fo early a difcovery. The 
univerfity of Cambt idge, in the beginning of this 
reign, in order to make their court to his raa- 
jefty, took a public occafion to offer a noto- 
rious affront to the reprefentative body of the 
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whole people, the commons in parliament, by 
chafing the duke of Buckingham, at that time 
under an impeachment, for their chancellor. 
Accordingly we find the commons entertained 
the higheftfenfe of this indignity offered them, 
as appears in their anfwer to a meflage of the 
king's t on this occafion : though his majefty's 
efpoufing the part of the univcrficy prevented 
their proceeding in a manner, they were other- 
wife inclined to do. 

This parliament was no fooner diflblved, 
which happened in a (hort time, and the king 
determined to furnifti himfelf with money by 
loan, and other illegal and oppre/five methods, 
bat the pulpits founded with the do&riue of 
paffive obedience, and compliance with the 
king's commands, without any examination 
of their lawfulnefs. Parliaments were now 
faid to be only nfurpations upon the unlimi- 
ted power of facred majefly, which alone 
was fufficient to impofe laws or taxes on the 
fubjeft by its own authority. Amongft the 
feveral difcourfes on that head, thofe of Dr. 
Siltbrop and Dr. Manwaring were particularly 
remarkable. The one preached at the lent 
affizes at Northampton a fermon entitled 
apoftolical obedience ; in which he fet forth, 

* R*Jb. vol. 1. p. 373. 
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" that * the prince who is head, and makes 
" his court and council, it is his duty to di« 
•• rift and make laws, licdf. viii. 3. he doth 

" v Litfievir pleeijis him. Where the w.rd 
41 of a kt,:ft /j, there is power , and who may 
44 Jay unto f.i/n, what doejl thou ¥ 

44 If princes command any thing, which 
44 fuhje&s may not perforin, becaufc it is 
44 af>ainft the laws of God, or of nature, or 
" impoflihle; yet fubjefts are bound to un- 
44 ilfi/i/j the punifhment without refinance, 
41 i.iiliiijj, or itvi'ing, and (b yield a paffivc 

4( clK-diencc, where they cannot exhibit an 
4< a ! ive one. 

14 f know no other cafe, but one of thofe 
IC three, wherein a fubjeft may excufe himfelf 
41 with paflive obedience, but in all other he 
4C ij bound to auive obedience." 

Dr. AfiH.w.jring promoted the fame bufinefs 
in two famous preached before the king at 
lliitehtilli where he delivered for dofl tine Co 
this purpofc, " that the king is not bound to 
41 Cibferve the laws of the realm concerning 
44 (he ful j< 1 Is riphrs> and libel ties, but that his 
44 royal will and command in impofing lor.ru 



** Ruyh-U\ Vol. I. p. 423. 
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" and taxes without common confent in par- 
" liament doth oblige the fubj eft's confcience 
M on pain of eternal damnation. 

" That thofe, who refufed to pay this loan, 
'* offended againft the Jaw of God, and \\w. 
*' king's fupreme authority, and became guilty 
4t of impiety, difloyahy, and rebellion. And 
c * that the authority of parliament is not ne- 
€€ ceflary for the raifing of aids and fubfidics, 
€< and that the flow proceedings of fuch great 
<c aftemblics were not fitted for the fupply of 
" the ftate's urgent neccfiitics, but would n- 
" ther produce fundry impediments to the 
44 juft defigns of princes. 

For refuGng to licenfe the firft of thek 
fcrmons, that archbilhop (.\bb'*t) was Append- 
ed. The fermon was af:crwards licenfe J by 
the bifhop of London. As for the preacheis 
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with con- 
fiderable benefices, and Manuaring was even 
promoted to a bilhopric, though he had been 
fentenced by the houfe of lords to pay a large 
fine, to make a public fubmiflion, and declared 
incapable of holding any dignity. 

It was not difcourfes of this kind only, that 
were publickly preached, and afterwards en- 
couraged and lkenfed by the bUW^\ \wx 
E 4 ^^ 
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we find by a petition of the bookfellers ami 
printers to the * parliament in the fourth year 
of this reign, that books wrote againft the 
fundamentals of the reformed religion, and 
in favour of popery were licenced by Laud^ 
at this time advanced to the fee of London \ 
while books wrote in defence of the efhblifhed 
religion were reftrained, and of thefe feveral 
inftances were produced. 

Every one, who is at all verfed in the hifto- 
ry of thefe times, cannot but have obferved, 
that in order to carry church-power as high as 
poffible, the bifhops then afFe&ed to make the 
religion of this country approach as near popery, 
as they could, without actually declaring for it, 
or allowing the pope's fupremacy. As bifliop 
Laud was the chief promoter of the indepen- 
dent power, they were ftriving for, and had 
himfelf the dire&ion of all ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs, it would not have been for his intcreft 
to have eftabliftied any other fupremacy, es- 
pecially after he became archbiQiop of Can- 
ttiluryi for he then was in a manner himfelf 
pope, and even affeclcd to be called his holi* 
nefs, and mod holy father, as he was ftiled 
by the univerfity of Oxford f in many of their 
letters and addreffes. 

* Ruftnu. vol. i. p. 655. 

f Hey lint Life of Laxd> p. 297. 



' and Orthodoxy Jhaken. gi 

Befides the licencing of the books, which 
I have taken notice of, the many fuperfli- 
tions innovations introduced at that time into 
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af- 
fixation of popery, the clergy then difcovered ; 
of which the 'confecration of St. Catherines 
cborch, is a very remarkable inftance. -The 
the reader may fee the full account of it in Rujh- 
worth or Rapin. The lead oppofition to any 
of thefe things was an unpardonable crime ; 
which we fee by the procefs formed againft 
Henry Sberfield^ recorder of Sarum> for only 
removing by coafent of the veftry fome 
pieces of glafs from the church-window, in 
which there was a ridiculous reprefentation of 
God painted in the form of an old man, with 
a pair of compares : for which high offence 
the poor * man was fined, committed to the 
fleet, and removed from his recorderftiip, and 
bound to his good behaviour. 

The bilhops were become fo intoxicated 
with their darling fcheme of church power, 
which they did not doubt to accomplilh, that 
they fet up for inquifitors in their feveral 
diocefes, by obliging the church wardens t6 
turn informers concerning rhe lives and actions 

* RuJhv:.VQ\. i. p. 153. 
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of their parifhioners, to which the biffiop of 
Wincheft(r obliged them by oath * iq, his pri- 
mary vifitation, and thereby committed an 
outrage on the laws of the land, and jurisdic- 
tion of parliament, which alone has power to 
prefcribe oaths to the fubje&s. 

Nor can thefe attempts of the clergy in this- 
reign be {aid to be only the aftions of par- 
ticular men, and therefore not chargeable 
upon the whole; the contrary to this appears 
in that, after the parliament of 1640 was dif- 
folved, the convocation, in which the whole 
clergy were reprefented, continued to fit not- 
withstanding contrary to the ufual method ;. 
and by their own authority took upon them 
to make canons, and enjoin an oath, which 
all graduates and clergymen in the univerfities 
fliould be obliged to take ; they alfo granted 
the king a fubfidy, a moft public and avow- 
ed encroachment on the jurifdiftioa of parli^ 
ment. 

Thefe proceedings were fo notorious, that 
my lord Clarendon cannot help condemning 
them, though he does it wiih his ufual tender*- 
nefs for the caufe in which he wrote. " + The 
" convocation (fays he) the regular and legal 

* Ruftu>+ vol. 1. p. 186, f Vol. i. p. 116. 
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w tflembly of the clergy, cuftomarliy begin- 
<( niog and ending with parliaments, was af- 
" ter the determination of the laft, by a new 
u writ continued, and fat for the fpace of 
(( above a month under the proper title of a 
" fynod : made canons, which it was thought 
u it might do, and gave fubfidies out of par- 
" liament, and enjoined oaths, which certainly 
" it might not do. In a word, did many/ 
u things, which in the beft of times might 
" have been queflioned, and were fure jo be 
u condemned iu the word." But as impudent 
as this conduct feems to be, it was not at all 
forprizing, fince the biftiops had fome time 
before that fcrupled puWickly to declare their 
independency on the ftate in defiance of the 
laws of the hnd, and the principles, thereby 
eftablifhed at the reformation, and in violation 
of their oath of fupremacy. And this was 
done, as Wb tiock informs us, in the high- 
commiffion court, at the time that Ba/ivj <.k 
appeared there, and was fo fcverely punilhed 
for writing a book in anfwer to one Short, a. 
papift, who had maintained the pope's Supre- 
macy. The author juft mentioned, relates it 
thus: <h * In the cenfure of Ui-flunck^ ah the 
** biftiops then prefent denied openly, that 
" they had their jurifdiftioa, as bi.hop. 1 , ironi 

* Whiil.. Mem* p. 22. 
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41 the king, for which they might have been 
" cenfured themfelves in king Henry II, aod 
" king Edward Ill's times. 

" But they affirmed, that they had their ju- 
44 rifdittion from God alone; which denial of 
41 the fitpremacy of the king under God, king 
44 Henry VIII. would have taken very ill, and 
" it may be, would have corre&ed them by 
4( his kingly arguments, and regia manu. But 
44 thefe bifhops publickly difavowed their de- 
t4 pendance on the king. And the archbiftiop 
•* maintained the book of Cbowney (who had 
*' wrote a book at this time in defence of the 
4< church of Rome) and that the Romijh 
46 church was a true church, and erred not in 
* fc fundamentals/' 

The court of high-commiffion was now 
become an unfupportable grievance to the 
fubjeft, not only by a tyrannical exercife of 
power in ecclefiaftical affairs, but by afTumiiig 
to itfelf an univerfal jurifdiftion, by tramp- 
ling on the laws and the rights of all the civil 
courts; fo that the fubjedt deprived of his 
refuge, had no fhelter to fly to from injuftice 
and oppreffion : and for this I chufe to quote 
lord Lla enden's own words, as I am certain* 
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent- 
ed the matter in disfavour of the clergy* 

"Of 
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w • Of late (fpeaking of the high-commiflion 

<f court) it cannot be denied, that by the great 

"power of fome biftiops at court, it had 

"much over- flowed the banks, which flxouid 

"have contained it ; not only in meddling with 

11 things that in truth were not within its con- 

"nufance, but extending their fentences and 

"judgments in matters triable before them 

" beyond that degree, that was juflifiable r and 

11 grew to have fo great a contempt of the 

"common law, and profeflbrs of it (which 

" was a fatal unflcilfulnefs in the bifhops, who 

11 could never have fuffered whilft the corp- 

11 mon law had been preferved) that prohibi- 

" tions from the fupreme court, which have, 

11 and mud have the foper-intendancy over 

11 all inferior courts, were not only negledt- 

u ed, but the judges reprehended for granting 

*• them (which without perjury they could 

11 not deny) and the lawyers difcountenanced 

" for moving them (which they were ob- 

•« ligfed in duty to do) fo that thereby the 

•' clergy made almoft a whole profeflion, if 

14 not their enemies, yet very undevotcd to 

" them. 

" Then it was grown from an ccclcfiaftical 
•' court for the icformation of manners to a 

* Vol, I. p. 221, 
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<c court of revenue, and impofed great fine& 
€C upon thofe, who were culpable before them, 
c< fometimcs above the degree of the offence* 
c< had the jurifdittion of fining been unquef- 
M tionable, which it was not. Which courfe of 
" fining was much more frequent, and the 
" fines heavier after the king had granted all 
" that revenue (whatfoevcr it (hould prove ta 
* c be) to be employed for the leparation of St. 
" PauPs church ; which though it were a glo- 
C€ rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe, 
" that advanced it ; and the greatnefs of his 
" mind, who principally intended it, made the 
" grievance the heavier." 

In another place the fame noble hiftoriaa 
fpeaking of the animofities between the law- 
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred 
on the part of the latter to their opinion, 
that their not enjoying fo many of the great 
pofts in the civil government as formerly, was 
owiog to the oppofitiun of the lawyers. A 
true inftance of the ambition of priefts, which 
rather than not gratify, they were ready to 
deftroy the laws themfelves. " It * cannot 
4< be denied fays lord Clarendon) that the 
" peev (h. (pirits of fome clergymen have ta- 
" ken i=reat pains to alienate that profeflioa 

* Vol. i. p. 241. 
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" (meaning the lawyers) from them : and 
u others as unflcilfully (finding that in former 
" times, when the religion of the ftate was a 
"vital part of its policy, many churchmen 
" frere employed eminently in the civil govern- 
ment of the kingdom) imputed their want* 
<c ing thofe ornaments, their predeccflbrs wore, 
* c to the power and prevalency of the lawyers, 
u of whom fome principal men in all times, 
" they could not but obferve to have been 
(( their avowed enemies : and fo believed the 
"ftraitning and confining the profcifion of 
H the common law muft naturally extend 
41 and enlarge the jurifdittion of ihe church. 
" Thence arofe their bold and unwarrantable 
"oppofrag, and protefling againfr prohibitions 
14 and other proceedings at law, on the behalf 
11 of the ecclefiaftical courts ; and the procu- 
41 ring fome orders and privileges from the 
u king on behalf of the civil law, as the arch- 
" bifhop of Canterbury prevailed with the king 
" to direct, that half the matters of chancery 
" fhould be always civil lawyers, and to de- 
44 dare, that no others of what condition 
" whatfoever fliould ferve him as mafters of 
•' rcqueft." 

It is well known that archbifhop Laud^ the 
principal promoter of all the doctrines ad- 
vanced in this reign, and of the grievances, 
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tf hich flowed from them, is even at this day 
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as 
the champion of their rights, and a martyr 
for the caufe of religion. The greateft en- 
comiums have been beftowed on his memory. 
And my lord Clarendon in his hiftory fers him 
forth, as a man of the higheft probity, learn- 
ing, and fenfe, and feems willing to attribute 
no other fault to him than a little haftinefs in 
his temper for accomplifhing his defigns, oc- 
cafioned by the fervency of his zeal for pro- 
moting the caufe of religion, and glory of his 
prince. But in forming a juft idea of Ms 
char after, we need be determined by nothing 
but the (hare he had in the tranfa&ions of 
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that 
my lord Clartndon himfelf does in fome par- 
cular paflages fay enough of Laud to prove, 
he was far from deferving that amiable and 
good charafler, he feems ftudious to make his 
reader entertain of him. Whoever reads an 
hi dorian in the proper manner, that is, with t 
view of fearching out truth, muft form his 
judgment of things from the matters of faft 
fet down, and not be fo led away by what 
the author fays concerning them, and his re- 
flexions upon them, as blindly to adopt his 
fentiments and opinions. And I am confident, 
that to any reader, who will attend without 
prejudice to the words of that noble hiftorhm 

yift 
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jolt mentioned, Laud muft appear of a weak 
iod over-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported 
vhfa the higheft and mod indecent paffion 
at mere trifles, unforgiving towards thofe, 
who had formerly offended him, conlfcrntly 
introducing innovations in order to eftablifh 
an independent power in the church, and not 
fcrapnlous of ufing any methods to increafe 
the king's revenues under pretence of pro- 
moting the fervice of his fovereign. The firft, 
and laft particulars of this charge are fo very 
obvious, that I cannot help fetting down both 
paflages relating to them at length. " * The 
" (harpnefs of his language and expreffions 
" was fo natural to him, that he could not 
" debate any thing without commotion, when 
" the argument was not of moment, nor bear 
" contradiction in debate even in council, 
" where all men are equally free, with 'that 
u patience and temper, that was neceflary 5 of 
" which they, who wifhed him not well, would 
" take advantage, and would therefore con- 
" tradift him, that he might be tranfported 
" with fome indecent paffion : which upon a 
ic (hort reflection he was always forry for, 
" and mod readily and heartily would make 
" acknowledgment." 

* Vol. 1. p. 75. 
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As to the laft particular, his conduct, when 
in the management of the treafury upon the 
death of lord Portland^ is related thus : €C Be- 
<c ing * obliged to it now by his truft, he cn- 
" tered upon it with his natural earneftnefs 
" and warmth, making it his principal care 
" to advance and improve the king's revenue 
" by all the ways, which were offered, and fo 
" hearkened to all informations and propofi- 
" tions of that kind ; and having not had 
" experience of that kind of people, who 
" deal in that traffick, (a confident, fenfelefs, 
<c and, for the mod parr, a naughty people) 
" he was fometimes mi fled by them to thick 
cc better of fome projeQs, than they deferved : 
" but then he was fo entirely devoted, to what 
16 would be beneficial to the king, that all 
" propofi tions and defigns, which were for 
<c the profit (only or principally) of particular 
€t perfons, how great foever, were oppofed, 1 
tc and flifled in their birth by his power and 
" authority ; which created him enemies 
" enough in the court, and many of ability 
€i to do mifchief, who knew well how t(> 
" recompenfe difcourtefies, which they *1* 
" ways called injuries. 

• Vol. i. p. 75. 
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11 The revenue of too many of the couit 

" confifted principally in inclofures, and im- 

u provements of that nature, which he (till 

« oppofed paffionately, except they were 

" founded upon law ; and then if it would 

" bring profit to the king, how old and ob- 

" folete foever the law was, he thought he 

" might juftly advife the profecution : and fo 

" he did a little too much countenance the 

" commifCon concerning depopulation, which 

" brought much charge arfd trouble upon the 

" people, and was likewife call upon his 

u account." 

We have a remarkable inftance in this reign, 
how excellent cafuifts the clergy are, and 
what a notable knack they have of diftinguifh- 
ing in cafes of confeience fuitably to the fhape 
and conveniency of the times. When king 
Chartism being preffed to pafs the bill for attaint- 
ing the earl of Strafford, difcovered great un- 
willingnefs to give his confent to what, he faid, 
his confeience told him was fo unjuft ; he 
was defired by his council to confer with his 
bifhops on that point. Accordingly " * the 
" archbifhop of Tori, who was at hand, to 
" his argument of confeience, told him there 

* Clartnd* hid. of reb. vol. 1. p. 202. 
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u was a public, and a private confcience: 
€< that his public confcience, as a king, might 
4< not only difpenfe with, but oblige him to 
€C do that, which was againft his private con- 
€€ fcience, asa man." 

Were I to give a full account, and all the 
particular inftances of the mifchievous con- 
duct and behaviour of the clergy in thefe 
times, it would be taking upon me to write a 
hiftory of the reign, which is very forejgu 
from my defign : for in fhort, all the trou- 
bles in this reign are in the greatelt meafure 
to be fet down to their account. All the 
innovations in church and ftate, all the at- 
tempts to erefl an independency in the firft, 
and a tyranny in the latter, were counte- 
nanced by their dodrine, and promoted by 
their a&ions. And in this I am confirmed by 
the teflimony of a great man, whofe autho- 
rity in this point cannot be queftioned, fince 
his zeal for the eftablifhed church, and his 
attachment to his prince were fo great, that 
he loft his life in their defence. This is the 
lord Falkland, with part of whofe fpeech in 
the houfe of commons, upon the bill for the 
exclufion of the biftiops from the houfe of 
lords, I (hall conclude my account of this 
reign. 
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u )h. • Speaker, he is a great ft ranger in 
" Ifraely who knows not, that this kingdom 

* hath long laboured under many and great 
"oppreffions both in religion and liberty; 
" and his acquaintance here is not great, or his 
u ingenuity lefs, who does not know and ac- 
M knowledge, that a great, if not a principal 
" crofe of both thefe hath been fomc bifhops, 

* and their adherents. 

<( Mr. Speaker, a little fearch will ferve to 

* find them to have been the deftruftion of 
11 unity under the pretence of uniformity, to 
" have brought in fuperftition and fcandal 
11 under the titles of reverence and decency, 
u to have defiled our church by adorning our 
" church, to have (lackened the ftrictnefs of 
" that union, which was formerly betwixt us 
" and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an 
11 a&ion as impolitic as ungodly. 

u As Sir Thomas More fays of the cafuifts, 
11 their bufinels was not to keep men from 
11 finning, but to inform them, quam trope ad 
" fe:catum fine peccato Veeat accedere : fo it 
" feemed their work was to try, how much of 
" a papift might be brought in without po- 
" P €r y> aQ d to deftroy as much as they could 

* Rtffiw m vol. 4. p. 184. 
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** of the K'/fprl without bringing flic 
*« in t\»uyni of bnnj/, dcHroysd by Uw, 

4 * Mr. f»|ir*4krr f to fro yr.t fill t her, I 

4< tlitiu have fo iixluOn'/ufly UI>ourGt 

«« ducc tlmjifrly* fiom #*/*/, tlut th 

44 p/ivcf) ftt r *» fi»f|>i'i'>n, that ih //r;ifftll 

" ffcfirfi lo ifriuifi thifhrr, or At )<:4ft 

*• ii !» ill w.iy. .'.oiii*- !»:ivc evidently Jj 

*« t'/l.rinj/ mi an A"/.'////', llioiif/lt not N 

«• |j''|f?iyi I rr»r*ti hoi thr oiilfirJc of 

41 Jth<l '1ff«j of it, liiit «■» jiiatly tthfolutc, 

11 obrrijeriff: of tl»r j,«:oj#|': upon |hc 

•* wnrl of tli*- •I'-ff/y "P"" tl» r niU:lv*** \a 

** r,J*f/'/f''l (fiip.l'y bryoil'l Hk f/;i f |}) 

•• iiii|flii f'tll*- ##nr liryi.tnl the wait 
■' i <iiiitii'iii f.itli*- i% iri'if- ili.ifi i/i'luiifi 
14 if ii'iii'- of tlirm |. .iv 1'iini'l a w;iy I' 

14 (tie ihr ''j.'tii.'iri-: i.f /V/ir to i|i*t 

11 ifi«-nn; of I' n.-ltttt'l, :iimI to |,r (,> j,| f ( 

•■ ilii»'»iy. .ui'l "n<Ii.illy |ii|#ifU, that i 

-4 Mmtji ltuirli''l \>itm\i\z }>ei unltum % K 

*' to fc" ji il.» in li'iiii * '/iili /fnij/ if." 

I Wfjii! 1 li'il \*r \\i\t\' ll\,t#\ fioiti ;w 
I lijv (.;{•! of fit': [iHit'ftjiti '1'i^y 
iniuf*, t!».n tlifii («ifii|ii/| lud any it 

fOfilif /lion Willi tl.r |ifii,rip|r; of in 

I il I It ill %r i^ioh " hill my d< fijsii i% only 
ihr ill i unfMjijr.hf t ol thl<JWJJi|{ (o yjtAi 
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{ of power and property into the hands of any 
fctofmen, as (hall naturally occafion them 
to have a diftinft Jntercft from that of the 
community. And therefore I mud obferve, 
the prefbyterian ministers difcovered no lefs 
fondnefs for power than thofe of the church 
of England, or lefs inclination to opprefs all, 
who thought differently from them, during that 
fliort time, in which they vainly imagined every 
thing was to be carried on according to thofc 
whimfies, they had formed in their heads.* 

It is furprizing to confider how little cfFeft 
the confideration of the mifcrics, this king- 
dom fo lately felt, had upon the minds of the 
clergy after the reftoration of Charles II. It 
Was to be expected, they would have fhunned 
Whh horror thofe fteps, which had been found 
by expeiience to have expofed their country 
to ruin, and have bluftud at the bare mention 
of thofe doflrines, by which they thcmftlves 
had been fo eminently acceffbry thereto. 

But companion for the fufFcrings of thcit 
Country, and a regard for the rcfl of their fel- 
low fubjefts, weighed very little with them, 
when put in the ballance with the hopes of 

preferment 

^ A very good reafon this, againft cftabliftiing any 
pricfb whatever, or giving them any power at all. 
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preferment under a new king, and an irre- 
concileablc hatred to the prelbyterians. They 
fell into all the maxims and defigns of an 
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and 
extolled the juftnefs and wifdom of its 
meafures. 

Nor did they (hew any greater regafld for 
the religious than civil rights of the kingdom, 
though the difpofition of thofe, who were near- 
eft the king, claimed no fmall circumfpe&ioa 
from them * in that point. And though they 
could not but be fenfible of the dangers, which 
fo evidently threatned religion from a popith foe* 
ceflbr, yet they were the moft violent exclai- 
mers againfl the bill of exclufion f ; and when 
it came into the houfe of lords, moft of the 
bifhops prefent, if not all, voted again ft it : and 
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour 
of the court at that time, that it was obferved, ' 
they fully verified the proverb in the gofpel, 
41 where the carcafe is, the eagles will be ga- 
" thered together." 

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the 
defigns of the court the overflowings only 
of an incontinent joy at the king's reftoration, 
which might have engaged their whole atten- 
tion in fuch a manner, as to prevent fo early 

* Raj in. \ Bwrutt % p. 482, 
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a difcernmcnt of the wrong meafures then 
laken ; but whea the mafk was quite thrown 
off, and the king, having quarrelled with his 
laft -parliament, difcovered his rcfolution never 
to be cramped with one for the future, " * the 
C€ clergy particularly diflinguifticd thcmfelvcs 
" byjjhewing their attachment to the princi- 
€t ppl and maxims of the court, and feemcd 
" to make it their bufincfs to furrender to 
" the king all the liberties and privileges of 
% the fubje&s, and to leave them only an un- 
ci limited obedience. According to thv pri.i* 
" ciples publicly preached, no eafie r n m - 
" narch was more abfolute than th^ !:ing of 
'« England." The conduct of the late par- 
liaments was arraigned, as fedkiou-; anrl ti:a- 
fonable: and, at the archbifhop of CY.;;.\v- 
tury's own + motion, the clergy were ir,v!c 
the heralds for pubiifhing the rcafons, the 
Jting in his declaration pretended ht had, 
for diflblving the parliament, which was to 
be read in all churches throughout Eng- 
land. 

It is ftrange, how prevalent the mcfi ab- 
furd and dcftrndlive opinions aic ov^r the 
minds of good and wife men, when propa- 
gated as the general fentiments of that body, 

* Rafitij vol. 2. p. 725. \ Burnet > f % ^c.2% 
VOL. II p ol 
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of whkh they are member*. And of tWf 
we have en extraordinary fo/Uoce to t greet 
men, whofe Dame 1 cannot mention oo .tMe 
occafion without rcluAance: I mean, the &* 
mou* archbifliop Ttlktfin 9 who from Me lei* 
ttr to my lord RuJJil> when voder 
lion in Niwiati 9 the Utter end of tblf 
appear! to have held the do&rloe of unflflkked 
paifive obedience, In the ftrWleft fade of 
the word* > though afterward* experfeoce of the 
fatal coofequencea, that flowed from foeh doc- 
trine, It 1» to be prefumed, made htm aft 
upon principle* very different from thoft, into 
which he had been before milled j and so 
one appeared a more ftrenuou* well-wllber 
to the revolution, that followed la the next 
rcij;n. 

Since then the prcv alency of general opinion 
may have that force in miflcading more dtf* 
ternlng and maturcr Judgment*, with what 
detcflriiion mud wo look on the behaviour of 
thole, who having the education of a great 
part of the youth of the nation, and thofe 
too of higheft diftlnftlon, committed to their 
rate, (hould, In order to recommend them- 
filvcs to a prince, endeavour to corrupt the raw 
And uninformed mind* of fuch youth with the 
mod ungcncrou* and flavifh doftrlnci ? Thi* 
wa» what the uulvcrfity of 0*f*rd did \ whot 

W* 
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not content with * giving the king a mani- 
fcft proof, by a folemn decree, of their own 
mean and proftitute compliance with all his 
defigns, whatfbever they fhould be ; infamoufly 
ordered, by the fame decree, all tutors to hi- 
ftruft thofe under their care in the fame fervile 
notions, that they themfelves had therein ex- 
pre/red. What treatment did not thefe be- 
trayers of the mod important charge, their 
country could intruft them with, deferve from 
*t?. Who, inftead of forming the minds of 
their pupils, by an early acquaintance with 
the celebrated authors of antiquity, to an imi- 
tation of Greek and Roman virtues, and of 
animating them by the nobleft examples with 

* Among ft other do&rines, thefe following were 
condemned as damnable, ahd deftruttive to all lo- 
ttery, 'viz. 

All civil authority is derived originally from the 
people* 

There is a mutual compaft, tacit or exprefs, be- 
tween a prince and his iubje&s; and that if he 
perform not his duty, they are difcharged from 
theirs. 

That if governors become tyrants, or govern 
otherwifc, than by the laws of God and man they 
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto 
their government. 

There lies no obligation on chriftians to paffive 
obedience ; and the primitive chrifiians chofe rather 
to die than refill, becaufe chriftianity was not fee- 
tied by the laws of the empire. 

Vide Rapin, vol. 2. ^. *] ^o. 

Fa ^* 
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the love of virtue, freedom, and their coun- 
try; who, inftead of fortifying their minds 
with a generous courage, and contempt of 
death, if ever the public fervice fhould re- 
quire it, taught them to become fubmiffive 
flaves of opprefEon, fit only to execute the 
will and commands of tyrants. 

After the death of Charles II. the duke of 
York fucceeded to the crown with the gene- 
ral appearance of approbation and joy in the 
clergy, though the principles of bis religion had 
been fufficiently known ; and there was great 
ieafon to believe, that the wrong fteps, and 
violent meafures taken in the latter end of his 
brother's reign, were greatly pufhed forward 
by the natural earneftnefs of the duke's tem- 
per and councils. Thefe confiderations, one 
would have thought, ftiould have more parti- 
cularly obliged the clergy to the greateft cir- 
cumfpediion and caution in all they {aid or 
did, to avoid giving the lead countenance to 
any opinions, which thqy were fenfible muft 
hurry a prince of James's complexion of mind 
more precipitately into fuch defigns, as his re- 
ligious, and other principles of courfe inclined 
him to ; and in which they could not but dif- 
cern, he would have no other check than the 
appearance of difficulty and oppofition, he might 
meet with in the accomplishment of them. 

But 
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Hut fo far were they from ufing any pre- 
caution of this kind, that after king' James 
came to the crown, unlimited obedience was 
trumpeted, if poflible, with more induflry 
than ever in the pulpit, and all other places. 
And how neceflary, and infeparable a part they 
thought it of the chriftian religion, as efta- 
bliflied here, is manifeft from the infulting im- 
portunity (for furely it can be called no other) 
with which the unfortunate * duke of M.n* 
mouth was prefled to acknowledge it on the 
fcaffold by thofe appointed to attend him, 
who were the bifhops of £fy 9 and of Bath 
and Welhj together with Dr. Tcnifon and 
Dr. tteopsr. Nay, fo careful were fome of the 
clergy, that the regal power ftioutd not feem 
liable to any reftraints or limitations, that left 
the king's own gracious promifes, which he 
had made at his coming to the crown, might 
be thought to bind him down to the perfor- 
mance of them, Dr. Cartwright^ afterwards 
bifhop of Chefter f> aflerted in a fermon, 
M that the king's promifes were free donatives, 
•' and ought not to be too ftri&ly examined or 
•* urged, and that they mud leave his majefty 
•' to explain his own meaning in them." 

* See- J)r. fracbev. tryal, p. 1 69. 
f Rafifr^vdl. z. p. 754, 
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After a view of fuch principles and conduft 
hitherto, it may feem fomething ftrange to 
find on a fudden, that the career of this king's 
illegal proceedings, met with one of the firft. 
Hops from fome of the clergy; this was in 
their refufal to read the king's declaration for 
liberty of confcience, on account of which, 
feven of the bifhops were committed to the 
Tower. But in this non-compliance with the 
court (unufual as it was) they fwervecf not from 
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly 
now began to fee, that their own intereft, and 
the defigns of the king were no longer com- 
patible. A Roman* not an Englijb> popery 1 * 
as in Charles I's time, was now to be eftabliftied 
here. The affair of MagdaUn college in Ox* 
ford had opened their eyes to a fenfe of the 
danger they run, in being further tools to his 
defigns* aod that they were likely to hold 
their ecclefiaftical pofTeflions by the uncertain 
tenure of the king's will. In fuch a cafe it 
was impoffible not to forefee, that their prefer- 
ments would be foon given from them to fuch 
men, who having had their education in the 
church of Rome* would be more relied on by 
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be 
more proper to execute the work, he was in 
fuch a hurry to accomplifli, than. an Engl\jh 
clergy, who if the^j cwVd be difgofed to em- 
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brace his religion, yet could with a very ill 
grace and fuccefs be fuppofed to propagate it 
amongft the people. What was then to be 
expe&ed, but to fee large bands of foreign ec- 
defiaftics pouring in upon the nation, as in 
the times of Henry III. and the plentiful har- 
veft, which the king flattered himfelf was now 
ripe, gathered in by the hands of French and 
Italian priefls ? Was it not therefore the caufc 
of the church alone, not that of public li- 
berty, nor a regard for the intereft of the peo- 
ple, that wrought this fudden alteration in the 
clergy ? The attempts upon civil liberty had 
remained uncenfured, and unoppofed, nay were 
enforced by them on pain of damnation ; and 
none of thefe very bifhops had fcruplcd, or 
thought it even indecent to publifti in their 
pulpits the late king's abufive declaration again ft 
the conduit of his parliament, infomuch that 
this fame, archbifhop, who was now one of the 
feven, was the perfon, that propofed it in 
council, as has been mentioned above. So 
ufed had king James been to hear an abfolute 
obedience to his commands preached up by the 
clergy, and to meet with a full compliance 
with them in other matters, that on this op- 
po fit ion he very naturally faid, " I * did not 
c< expeft this from the church of England^ 
M efpecially from fome of you,'* 

* R*jri* 9 vol. 2, p. 16$. 

F 4 "WckJA. 
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Behold now the clergy all at once running 
counter to thofe doflrines of their own broach- 
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence 
maintained, and becoming guilty of what 
they themfelves had fo very lately denounced 
the heavieft cenfures and damnations againft, 
both in their particular fermons and difcourfes* 
and in their more folemn and public decrees! 
This is their fo much boafted ftand for the 
liberty of the people ! This, their ever- me* 
morable conduit I 

When foon afterwards the nation was !»• 
der a neceflity of calling in the prince of 
Orange for the prefervation of their rights, 
though the clergy thought proper to fwim with 
the flream, yet we fee how awkwardly moft 
of thofe fhifting motley politicians came into 
what they were confcious was entirely contra- 
dictory to thofe maxims they bad fo avowedly 
inculcated : nor had king William been long 
on the throne, before a difappointment ia 
thofe preferments, many of them expefted, 
or a relapfe into thofe doflrines, over which 
they could no longer bear to wear the maflc, 
made them return, like the dog to the vomit * f 
giving great reafon to fufpeft, that too many 
amongft them would gladly have feen the na- 
tion again expofed to vxs fo\m*t ^sfS& ^ * 
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refloration, with the aggravation of having* 
taken the oaths of allegiance to king William, 
and abjuration of Janus* 

With this remarkable period in our hiftory 
I (ball clofe the prefent account, as the be- 
haviour of the clergy fince that time is fo« 
known, and frefti in the memory of every one, . 
that it will be needlefs for me to fay any thing : 
of it here. 

And as I have had no other inducement ia * 
laying this before the public, than a fincere 
zeal for the liberty of all my fellow fubjefts 
againft every oppreflion of what kind foever ; 
fo if in this attempt any miftake has been * 
committed (though I am not confeious of any at 
prefent) I (hall always be^eady ingenuouOy to 
acknowledge it. 
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Qjcjakers Tythe-Bill. 

IN A 

Letter to the Right Reverend Author. 
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3y a Member of the Houfe of Commons. 
The real Author Lord Hervey. 

From the fecond Edition correfled, printed 1736. 
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AN 

, N S W E R 

TOT HE 

intry Parson's Plea, &c* 

y River end; 

Pamphlet hath been delivered at th* 
k doors of both houfcs of parliament, 
V and fent under the franks of diverfe 

y lords the B ps to the parochial 

f, entitled, PAPERS RELATING 
THE QUAKERS TITHE- 
„JL, viz. 

• Extratft from the yearly epijlles of meet* 

ing of Quakers held in London, in rela- 
tion to'Tytheu 

• Remarks upon a Bill now depending in 
parliament, to enlarge, amend, and ren- 
der more effe&ual the laws now. in be- 
ing, for the more eafy recovery of tythes, 
church-rates, oblations, and tttat tcO&- 
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fiaftical dues, from the people called 
Quakers ; And alfo % remarks upon a print* 
id paper, entituled, The cafe of the people 
called Quakers. 

3. THE COUNTRY PARSON'S 
PLEA AGAINST THE (QUA- 
KERS TYTHE-BILL, humbly ad- 
drejfed to the commons of Great Britain 
ajfembled in parliament. 

4. The cafe of the people called Quakers* 

The method of bundling up thefe papers is 
particularly to be noted. 

For thar, 

The BILL, though much inveighed 
dgainft» is not regularly opened in them; ao4 

The CASE, which is the ground of the 
debate, is printed at the end of the papers de- 
ligned to confute it, which feemeth, as if the. 
compiler intended to prejudice the reader 
againft both the bill and the effe, before he 
ftiould read either. 

So very unfair a procedure deferves animad- 
verfionj and, 

This anfwer is directed to the author of 
the country parfon't flta<> and not t& cither of 

\5^ 
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his collegues, becaufe I would not be charged 
with defigning to expofe the nakednefs of a fa- 
ther, or with deriding the dotage of a mother 
in the church $ 

I would not be charged with directing mjr 
anfwer either to the ligbteft* or the heavieft of 
the triumvirate, whilft there is one to be ani- 
madverted upon, whofe part* and capacity 
have raifed him above contempt, even in fpite 
of his/owfing * proftitution — — of whom the 
caufe of liberty and virtue might fear as much 
mifchief, as he is known to bear malignity to 
It, were not his abilities fo happily qualified by 
his reputation, that the moft impotent cannot 
be more harmlefs. 

This country parforis plea addrefles itfelf to 
the commons of Great Britain* in a manner 
feemingly humble, modeft, and fair. 

I* * It is prefumed, fays the author* that 
* it can be no offence for the meaneft to offer 
reafons to the greateft; 



c 



2. ' Nor a reproach to any man to have 
* a reasonable concern for his own property. 

* A phrafe ufedby lord Bolinbrott in his chara&er 
of a certain prelate : Vii. Difertation on parties. 
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3, ' Trolling to theft preemptions, I 
« make bold, 14 c! 

Thii fpeeiou* preamble might induce 01 to 
believe. 

That thii country parfon h humbly fob* 
mitting hlf cafe to an boufe of comma* 

better informed : 

And not that it if the fa& In thii, ai in 
every inAance where a bill for the reform** 
tion of the church ii brought into parliament, 
that one or two vmtrabU faga draw up an 
invcflivc again ft the bill before it hath had 
a fecond reading, and fend it franktd by the 
port to the clergy through the kingdom, to 
faifc a clamour from their pulpiti againA the 
proceeding! of parliament. 

Thii invafion of the righti of the Iwfs 4 
tmmiHi hath been fo amply pradtifed by theii 

Jl'iritual /, pi % that circular Iciccri to the 

clttgy of the (cvcrel diotefa and of the twe 
univerfitiei have been tfliied, under covert ta« 
firihrd with K. R. Noma, on the biingiufj 
in of billi in three fcveral yean, viz. Ilrft, 
the 9 l)tbi-bill 9 1731, not, the $uUf*/l'u* 
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court Bill, 1733, aadlaftly, the Quakers tythi* 
bill now depending. 

With infolence ftill more alarming, the 
perfons who iflued thofe letters have as open- 
ly menaced the members who brought in thofe 
bills; threatning to oppofe them in fubfequent 
eleftions with the weight of church influence f 
which that it hath intimidated the worthy 
members I prefume not to believe, I am fure 
it fhall never intimidate me ; but if the faft be 
enquired into, there are not wanting thofe who 
will make it fully appear. 

Not that any one laments to have heard 
thefe menaces fo frankly poured out againft 
the members, becaufe if that venerable body op- 
pofe their intereft in the lands of England 
againft the rights of an boufe of commons^ it will 
fpeedily move the wifdom of parliament to check 
the exorbitance of that power which is fo bold 
with their liberties. 

Whatever (hall threaten the reprefentative* 
of the people in the free exercife of their 
nobleft prerogative, the redrefs of grievances ', 
snuft (hike at the life of their authority and 
reputation: and mod: infamoufly treats them a* 
a body of men called together for the bufmeft 
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of taxings and not at all for the eaftng of the 
fub>ft: 

As if the commons of Great Britain were 
in duty bound to grant money, for building of 
churches and repairing of abties 9 but were with- 
out a competent jurifdi&ion to examine abufes 
committed by the clergy in their fuits for tytba 
and dues, and for more than their due. 

This, abfurd as it is, will be found to nut 
through the plea before us, as a principle oq 
which the eftabliftiment of church and flats is 
founded, and without which the clergy can 
have bo maintenance. 

c It is, fays the plea, a reproach to 00 

* man to have a reafonable concern for hU 

* own properly.' 

• 

And the whole argument treats the trill M 
a violation of the parfon's property, becaufe it 
dire&s in what manner he (hall fue the layman 
for tytbe. 

This is contrived to enflame the clergy 
againft the houfe of commons, as robbing 
churchmen of their property* 

6ot 
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But I think the word property was neycr 
lefs warrantably ufed, than it hath been on this 
occalion. 

The tythes of the clergy, are the wages, 
which, as fervants of the public, they receive 
from the bounty of the laws ; and their right 
in thofe tythes arifing purely from the grace 9 
their remedy in fuing for them muft depend 
wholly on the will of the legiflative power. 

A layman's freehold accrues to him by in- 
heritance from his father : a churchman's free- 
hold accrues to him by the gift of the public, 
on fuch conditions, as are or (hall be declared 
to qualify the tenure of the pofleflion, or the 
recovery of any rights incident to it. 

By non-compliance with thefe conditions, 
as declared in a (ingle aft of parliament, u e. 
the laft uniformity-aft, thoufands have been 
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes, 
but their churches, with the high approbation 
of all zealous churchmen. 

And I muft fay, for the reputation of the 
fufferers In that cafe, that as fenfible as they 
were of their hardfhips, they had greater mo- 

defty 



1 1 6 Tbi Pillars of Priestcraft 

defty thaa to call that a property which they 
knew to be only a trujl: 

Nor would it have been endured ; and much 
lefs, that, knowing their pofleffions to be held 
of this public donation, they ihould have had 
the infelence to treat any inter eft incident to 
their poffeflion, as a matter of property* not 
belonging to the difpofition of parliament. 

Every private intereft, even rights of inhe- 
ritance, muft be governed by the confideraxion 
of public interefL Solus populi, fuprema lex. 

And, nothing can be more infolent or in- 
congruous, than to challenge the donations of 
the public, as a property not to be reformed 
for the convenience of the public. 

No free ftate, no wife people, ever fufrerc4 
fuch a do&rine to pafs unreproved, ' ' The 
Agrarian laws of the ancient republics in dired 
contradiction to it, ordained the equal diftrir 
bution of lands, and reformed the grievance of 
excejftve property, by limiting and retraining the 
pofleffions of their fubje&s. 

The laws of England are not without the 
ftroogeft declarations of the fame wifdom in our 
iegiflators ; the reformers of our church* to 
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their honour be it ever remembered, were the 
men who avowed this power of retrenching 
enormous property to be the prerogative of 
. parliament. 

The afi concerning Peter Pence and dif- 
penfatioos, 25 Hen. VIII. cap. 15. hath this 
remarkable preface. 

« WHEREAS, It ftandeth with natural 
' equity and good reafon, that in all and 
« every laws human, made within this realm, 
« or induced into this realm by fufferance, 

* confent, and cuftom —— your royal ma- 
€ jefty, aQ d Tour lords fpiritual and temporal, 
« and commons, reprefenting the whole ftate 
c of your realm, in this your mod high court 

* of parliament, HAVE full power and au- 
thority, not only to difpenfe, but alfo to au- 

c thorife fome eleft perfon or perfons, to dif- 
' penfe with thefe and all other human laws in 

* this your realm, and with every one of them, 

* us the quality of the perfons and manner Jhall 
' require \ and alfo the faid laws and every one 

* of them to abrogate, amplify, or diminifh, 

* as it (hall be feen unto your majefty, and 

* the nobles and commons of your realm, pre- 
1 fcnt in your parliament, meet and conve- 
1 nient for the wealth of your realm. 



4 
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« And becaufe thtt it is now in thefe da 

* prcfent feen, that the ftate, dignity, fuperi 
€ rity, reputation, and authority of the imj 
c rial crown of this realm, by the long fuf 

* ranee of unreafonable and uncharitable ufurj 
•* tions and exa&ions, praftifed in the times 
'* your mod noble progenitors, is much and fc 

* decayed aud ditnlnUhed, and the people 
< this realm thereby impoverifhed, and fo 
4 worfe be like to continue, if remedy be i 

* therefore (hortly provided : 

c It may therefore pleafe your mod: m 
1 majeflyi &c. (to take away Peter Pence a 

* payments to the fee of Rome.)* 

This aft provided againft the claims of I 
reigners ; we (hall in the next inftance fee h( 
our anceftors dealt with the claims and pretet 
ed properties of churchmen WHO WEB 
NATIVES. 

The aft for fuppreffing of monafteri 
which had not lands above 200 L by the y< 
{27 Hen. Vlll. cap. 28.) 

DECLARES, 

c The lords and commons by a gr< 
1 deliberation finally be refolved, that it is a 
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'** thall be much more to the pleafure of al- 
^ mighty God, and for the honour of this realm 9 

* that the poffeffions of fuch religious houfes 
1 now being ffentj fpoiled, and wafted for in- 

* creafe and maintenance of fm % fhould be ufed 

* and committed to better ufes ; and the un- 
c thrifty religious fo fpending the fame, to be 
« compelled to reform their lives; and there* 
< upon mod humbly defire the king's highnefs» 

* it may be cna&ed {tofupprefs them.) 

To this aft for fuppreffmg the leffer eccle- 
Jiaftical foundations^ fucceeded foon afterwards 
the general furrender and diflblution of all the 
monafteries in the kingdom, when fo many 
impropriations of tjthe became lay-fees, and 
were alienated from the church by authority of 
parliament. 

Whoever reads thefe a&s, will find, 1. That 
the regulation of ecclefiaftical property is fo far 
from contradicting, that nothing can be more 
natural to the genius of this free kingdom; 

2. That fuch regulation of property in the 
church, is the only means by which any peo- 
ple can obtain a reformation of religion. 

3. That the parliament of this kingdom, in 
diverting the church of thofe impropriations 
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cf tythe, did tiot allow churchmen to have at*J 
property in tythe; 

And, 4. That if the legiflature now in be- 
ing, proceeding in the fame courfe as otir firft 
reformers* fhould think it expedient to abolifh 
all tytbes remaining in the church, or to convert 
it into lay-fees, they could not want a full and 
proper warrant from the a£ts of their prede- 
ceflbrs, fo long as the a£b for non-payment of 
Peter Pence, and for fupprefling of monaflerus 
{hall remain in the flatute-books. 

But we are not debating the queftion, whe»x 
ther tythes ought to be continued : the quakcrs 
(as a people who think them to be abolished 
by the gofpel of Chrift, and not lawful by the 
principles of religion for them to pay) defire 
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man* 
ner interpofed, that fo long as they are levied 
upon them, it may be in the lead oppreffive 
courfe, and by the mod fummary procefs. 

The houfe of commons* in compaflion to their 
grievances, with the moft unanimous, chear- 
ful, and ready confent, ordered a B I LL to be 
brought in, to enlarge, amende and render mare 
effectual the laws now in being, for the more eaf] 
recovery of tythes* church-rates and oblations* 

and 



and Orthodoxy fbdktn. 121 

x **& other eulifiaftical dues from the fenple called 
fakers. 

The bill, by their command, hath been 
printed. 



It recites : 

« That by an aft, 7 & 8 of IF. III. a re- 

* medy is provided for the recovery of tythes 
1 and church-rates, not exceeding the value 
' of ten pounds, where Quakers retufe to pay 
1 them; 

• That by another aft, 1 Geo. I. the kid 
c remedy is extended as well to tythes as to all 

* other fights, dues, or payments from ai:y 

* Quakers belonging to any church, chapel, or 

* the minifler or curate thereof: 

* And it further recites, 

' That it may be convenient to extend this 
' provifion to a further fum. 

It therefore enafls, 

c That where any Quakers (hall refufe to 
•payor compound, any two or more juftices 
1 of the peace (other than fuch juftice as is pa- 

VOL. II. G *\x<aa 
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4 troo of the church, or interefted in the tythes^ 

c upon complaint of the parfon, or proprietor^ 

4 or colledor, (hall fummon fuch Quaker i<m 

4 appear before them, and either upon appear— 

4 ance or default of appearance (fuch fummon* 

4 being duly proved upon oath) (hall proceed 

4 to hear the complaint, and to (late what is 

4 due, and by order under their hands and 

4 feals to dired the payment thereof, fo that 

' the fum ordered do not exceed (a fum to 

4 be limited by this bill ;) and (hall order 

4 reafonable cods not exceeding (a fum to 

4 be limited by this bill j) and upon the re- 

4 fufal of fuch Quakers to pay according to 

4 fuch order, it A all be lawful for the faid 

4 juftices by warrant, to levy the money by dif- 

4 trefs and fale of the goods of fuch Quakers, ren- 

4 dering the overplus (the neceflary charge of 

€ diftrefs being thereout firft dedufled.) And 

4 any perfon finding himfelf aggrieved by this 

4 judgment may appeal to the next general 

4 quarter feflions, and the juftices there pre* 

4 fent (hall proceed finally to hear and deter- 

4 mine the matter, and to reverfe or affirm 

4 the faid judgment; and if they continue 

4 the judgment, they (hall give fuch cofls a- 

4 gainft the appellants they (hall think rea- 

4 fonable ; and no mtiorari or writ from 

4 any court (hall remove or fuperfede their 

« proceedings. 

i It 
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It is further enafted, c That if the annual 

* value of fuch tythes or dues doth not ex- 
«cced the fum (to be limited by this act) no 

* Quaker (hall be fued in any other court or 
' manner, nnlefs the title of fuch tythes (hall 
*• be in queftion ; 

' And that if the perfon againft whom 
f foch judgment (hall be had, (hall remove out 

* of the county, divifion, or corporation, after 
' foch judgment, the juftices who made the 

* order (hall certify it to any juftice of fuch 
' place to which the faid perfon (hall be re- 
' moved, which juftice is authorized to order 
c fuch fum to be levied on the goods and chat- 

* tels of fuch perfon, in the fame manner as 

* the other juftices might, if fuch perfon had 
' not been removed. 

' Provided always, that no diflrefs (hall 
c be exceffive or nnreafonable, but proportion- 

* ed, as near as may be, to the value of the 

* fum. 

* Provided alfo, That where any Quaker 

* complained of, for fubftra&ing, with-hold- 
c ing, or not paying, or compounding for fuch 
' tythes or dues, (hall infill upon any pre- 

* (cription, compofition, or modus decimandi, 

G 2 * «L- 
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* exemption, difcharge, agreement, or ticTe^ 
4 whereby he ought to be freed from the pay— 

* ment in queftion, and (hall deliver the fame: 
c in writing to the faid juftices, that then they 

* (hall give no judgment in the matter, %ut 

* that the perfons complaining (hall be at li~ 
4 berty to profecute in any other court, as if 
4 this aft -had not been made. 

* And it is ena&ed, That fo much of the 

* before recited adt as relates only to the rcg»* 
4 very of tythes or dues (hall be repealed ; 

* And that any perfon fued for any thiqg 
4 done purfuant to this aft, may ; plead the ge- 
4 neral iflue, and on that, .or any other, jjiw 
4 this a£ and the Special matter in evidence } 

* and if a verditt or judgment lhall be fo* the 

* defendant, or If the plaintiff be nonfuit, or 

* difcontinue the aftion, the defendant (hall re- 
*. cover >[ treble] xofts.; and no fuit (hall be 
4 commenced for any thing done purfuant to this 
4 a<5V,.unleife it be brought within a limited time 
4 after fuch caufe of aftion arifes. 

4 And laftly, This aft is declared to be a 
4 public a£h 

This is the tenor of the bill : 

A bill, which by a peculiar fate, no foone r 
was brought into parliament, than it united cer- 
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tain right reverend prelates in the clofeft com- 
bination againft it ; and tbey 9 . whofe reciprocal 
hatred was as fierce as the rivalftiip for power 
which occafioned it was unchriflian and fcan- 
dalous, at once laid a fide their animofities xo 
ogpofe this moft reafonable bill •, dreadfully 
collecting the force of their abilities in a for- 
midable pamphlet, after having in their feudt 
for fupremacy been hardly prevailed on to fop- 
port the provocation of each other's company. 

From this unexpefred alliance, hath arifen 
the clamour of the country parjon againft this 
bill ; a clamour indefatigably promoted, but by 
nothing more fuccefsfully than by the words of 
the plea, viz. 

•*As T am a fubjeft. of Great Britain, as. 
♦ well as a minifter of the gofpel, I have a 
*' birth-right in the Jaw, and in having all 
••quefttons relating to my property determined 
•in the methods of juflice ufed in this king- 
4 dom, and not referred to an arbitrary deci- 
4 iion. Alulli negabimus yiftitiam, is the lan- 
guage of magna ch'arta? 

This is a fuggeflion, that the bill deprives 

the clergy of their birth-right in the law, that 

it fabjefts them to a determination of property 

QDt ufed in this kingdom, that it refers them to 

G 3 *a 
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an arbitrary decifion, and denies them the juftice 
"which is promifed by magna charta. 

Some of thefe complaints appear upon ex- 
amination to have no meaning, and others 
to have no force; that is, they might be ob- 
jections, did not they want the foundation of 
truth. 

The allegation of the clergy's birtb-righ 
in the law, as applicable to the affair of tythes, 
would make a ftranger imagine, that either . 
they were' born with the indelible character 
upon them, or that every pried had inftitutiott 
and induction of a benefice, even in bis molbns 
wemb. 

If the tythes, if the dues, if the mainte- 
nance which is now paid to the clergy, were 
entirely taken away, they would lofe no birth* 
right which they have in the law; they might 
lofe the benevolence which they receive from 
the law, and which the legislature have the 
fame right to refume, as ever they had to efU- 
lUb, if the fame reafon which induced the 
grant fhould require the refumption ; if public 
good fhould call upon them to reverfe what 
their anceftors confented to from no other con* 
fideration. 

Bit 



and Orthodoxy Jbaken. 127 

But the bill hath not propofed the taking 
away of their maintenance. It gives them 
fuch methods of filing for it, as may be lead 
vexatious in the proceeding, and lead op pre (five 
in the end : a method of recovering their main- 
tenance, which may not cod fume the fubftance 
of tbofe whofe labour maintains them. 

This recovery being given by the judgment 
of two juflkes of the peace in the county 
where the complaint arifes, or, upon appeal 
by the general quarter- feffions of the county 
■ by what colour or pretence can fuch 

accofctions be brought againft it ? 

The words of the great charter, null! nego- 
tiants jufiitiam, are fpoken by the king, who 
u (bppofed (fays the lord Ctle) to be prefent 
in his courts of ju ft ice, declaring, we will deny 
juftice to no man. 

The words intended, that the fubjeft /hall 
have refbrt to a certain court wherein he (hall 
be determined ; and not that he fhall fue in 
every court according to his fancy : 

Otberwife, he might fue in the high 
court of parliament for the fum of fix and tight 
feme ; for* doubtlcfs, the king is prefent at 
G 4 <«& 
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well there as in any inferior court, and is 
fpeaking the fame words, nulli ntgabiirm juf* 
tiUam. 

The words then give no man a right to 
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in fueh 
as (hall be appointed him j 

And this is the only birth-right, which either 
clergy or laity can pretend to have in de- 
terminations of queftions relating to their 
property. 

If the court of chancery by injunctions 
(hall flay proceedings in the courts of common 
law ; if the courts of common law by pro- 
hibitions (hall ftay the proceedings of ccdefia- 
ftical courts, is the juftice promifed by. magna 
charta denied to the party who may not pro- 
fecute in thofe courts ? 

No : for, he is not to have the 



advantage of law contrary to- good c*nfc'ttnct\ 
nor is any man to fue in an improper court, nor 
any court to have cognizance of an improper 

Caufe. 

And if the courts of common law compre- 
hend, within their jurifdiftion, the full view 
suid fuperiatendancy of the ecclefuflical courts ; 

if 
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if the courts of equity have the fame compaft 
in reviewing and fuperintending the courts of 
common law, wkh power to abridge and rcftrain 
tfetir proceedings as juftice may require ; 

Hath not the legiflative power, the par- 
liament of the kingdom, fupreme cognizance of 
all. courts and methods of recovery, with like 
power to reftrain fuits, as they (hall fee caufe i 

By magna charta the kiog is fworn to deny 
no man ju/lice^ to delay m man juji\c$ % &c« 
that is, he is fworn to execute the laws. 

Bat is* the parliament bound not to alter 
the laws, or not to amend, explain, and re- 
peal them, as the good of the kingdom {hall 
require ? 

The king, as thhf magij!rate y is under 
this reftrarftt ; in this capacity he cannot have 
cognizance of public convenience: but the 
king, lords- and commons; as legifiaton can- 
not be retrained. They mud provide for 
fuhiic convenience, as fuperior to all other con- 
fiderations : fo that to limit parliamentary power^ 
as if it were regal power, is incongruous with 
iegillation, and not ro be charged on the words 
«£ the great charter* 

G s « 
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If therefore the ceuntry parfin is enabled 
by parliament to fue in any certain c§urt 9 tad 
may receive a determination according to the 
ufage thereof; juftice is not denied him. 

The words of the plea, in fettiog forth the 
hard (hips which the par/on muft fuffer front 
this bill, fuggeft, that the power of juftice* of 
the peace to determine queftions of property 
without appeal, is a method of juftice not ©fed 
in this kingdom : 

A fuggeftion fo falfe, and fo fully to be 
difproved by every day's ufage, grounded on 
the laws of the kingdom made under many 
kings, that, I will charitably hope, the author 
of the plea rather forgot than concealed the 
fafts which confute him. 

It is a method of juftice ufed in queftioaa 
of property between the king and the fob- 
jeft, where the public revenue and the trade 
of the kingdom are concerned, and where the 
value of the property in queftion muft, beyond 
all comparative proportion, exceed the value of 
the whole tythe of the kingdom. 

Thus the ftatute 12 Car. II. cap. 24. givfct 
the general quarter feffions of the county power 

to 
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to adjudge, to levy, mitigate, compound, or let- 
fa the forfeitures and penalties of perfons of- 
fending againft the laws of ezcife. 

And no ccrtimtri (hall fuperfede their 
proceedings, or any of their orders relating to 
cxdfe. 

By the 14 Car. II. cap. n. any juftice may 
commit perfons hindering officers of the cuftoms 
in the execution of their offices ; and the juf- 
tkes at the quarter feffions may inflift the pe- 
nalty of 100 /. upon them. 

By 1 Jac. II. taf. 19. the juftices of the 
quarter feffions are yearly, at Eafter and Mi- 
tbatbna$ % to afcertain the market-price of com 
or grain imported. 

As by 5 & 6 W. 8c M. cap. 7. they are to 
fettle the price of fait and rock-falt. 

And by the ftamte 8 Anna, cap. 18. two 
juftices may fettle the affize of bread, from 
whom there may be an appeal to the general 
fuarur fijfiins only. 

Alfo by the ftamte 12 Anna^ Pari. %.fijf. u 
cap. 18. three juftkes have power to adjuft the 
charge of (alving ftraoded goods » 

G 6 K\A 
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And further, ju ft ices of the peace bare 
power given thcm» 

By the 20 & 32 Car. II. to convift per- 
fons who offend againft the afts prohibiting 
the importation of great cattle, &c. whom they 

may imprifon for three months. 

By the r Anna % cap. 21. they have power 
to convi ft perfons knowingly receiving, or bay- 
ing goods clandestinely run or imported, whom 
they may (for want of diflrefs) imprifon for 
three months. 

By the 2 & 3 Anna, tap. 14. they have 
power to convift perfons who do not pay the 
penalty of 20 /. per bufhel for fait brooght 
from Scotland, whom they may imprifon fix 
months. 

Power is like wife given by the 10 & 11 
TV. III. cap. 22. that the ju ft ices of the peace 
at their general quarter fcflions (hall hear and 
determine matters relating to the duties on 
fait, upon any appeal by the perfons grieved by 
the judgment of two juftices ; and the deter- 
mination of &ich general quarter fcflions flulJ 
fo&uL 

Aa4 
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And by the afl 1 Geo. 1. cap. ia. *«* ju» 
(lice of the peace may convift perfons of- 
fending in the fifh-jrade and levy the pe- 
nalty of twenty pounds by diflrcfs, or, for 
want of it, commit the offenders to twelve 
months imprifonment* 

And by the ads 6 Geo. I. cap. 21, and? 
Geo. I. cap. 18. two jvjlic$i redding near the 
place where feizures, of brandy or veflels of 
the burthen of fifteen tons (hall be made, 
by virtue of any a&s relating to the cufloms, 
for carrying uncuftomed prohibited goods from 
(hips inwards ; or for relanding certificate 
or debenture goods from (hips outwards ; and 
where feizures of horfes, or other cattle or 
carriages ihall be made, for being ufed in the 
removing and conveyance of fuch goods : 

SHALL examine into, hear and determine 
all fnch feizures, and their judgment fhall be 
final, and not liable to any appeal (even in the 
quarter feffiom) nor to any writ of certiorari. 

And that the juftices of the peace may be en- 
ab'ed to bear and determine queftions of pro- 
perty, is ena&ed by 

• Theaft 7 & 8 W. IIL**^ 30. that per. 
cdfafiqg, wbea fammoned by fach juftices 
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And further, juftices of the peace ha?^ 
power £iven them* 

By the 20 & 32 C*r. II. to convilt per— - 
fons who offend againft the afts prohibiting 
the importation of great cattle, &c, whom thej^ 
may imprifon for three months. 

By the r Anna % cap. 21. they have power 
to con vi ft perfoos knowingly receiving, or bay-, 
ing goods clandestinely run or imported, whom 
they may (for want of diflrefs) imprifon for 
three months. 

By the 2 & 3 Anna* cop. 14. they have 
power to convift perfons who do not pay the 
penalty of 20 s. per bufhel for fait brought 
from Scotland, whom they may imprifon . fa 
JDonths. 

Power is Hkewife given by the 10 & u 
TV. III. cap. 22. that the ju (Vices of the peace 
at their general quarter feflions (hall hear and 
determine matters relating to the duties on _ 
<alt, upon any appeal by the perfons grieved By 
the judgment of two jufUces ; and the deter- 
mination of fiich general quarter feflions lhall 

Art 



and Orthodoxy Jbaken. 135 

They are laws which by thofe perfins who 
mrtfutd in confequeoce of them, and accord- 
ing to the methods prefcribed ia them, hare 
ever been conceived lefs indulgent or eligible 
than any other laws upon which fnits or pro- 
fixations may be grounded. 

And the extenfion of thefe laws to other 
branches of trade, as it was lately propofed, 
occasioned the greateft uneaSinefsamongft thofe 
who are UabU to befutd in thefe methods, that 
ever was known in onr times. 

Yet this fevere and rigorous method of jo- 
ftice have the people called Quakers defired, of 
the legiflative power for the recovery of tytbts 
egainft tbem 9 rather than continue liable to the 
multiplicity of fuits, the protractions of caufes, 
and exceffive cofts of fuit, which are not lefs 
grievous to themfelves, than odious to the laws* 
and repugnant to natural juftice. 

They wi(h not to be fued in this method, 
becaufe it is indulgent; they and all man- 
kind know it to be a method Sufficiently fevere 
upon thofe who are futd: but they pray it 
from a reafonable view, that they may not be 
ruined by fuits in all Shapes carried on with- 
out end. 
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They know it to be a fun msthtd of recover- 
ing tythe, aiuI are only follicitous for it, becaufc 
it is fltort mid fpeedy. 

This miy be the country p«rfrn\ real ob» 
jclUon to the method, For, he may defire 
to perfecute the Q»altr a* an obftinate M»- 
anformiJl\ he may Kiatify unelmflun revenge 
Againtt them \ and »u;iy for thi« equitable reft* 
(on£on)plalu» that any lefluini of fuch fuitf 
deniet him the tntthudt *J jujl'ut uied la this 
kingdom. 

It appears, from the (latute* already cited, 
to be a mttliod of jollif oidiiitjed by law in 
cafe* of lite ujofl £//:iim .il» iiupojUttt, and Vaiu* 
Able concern. 

ihit while litis rtvinhd order oppofc if, it 
ft method of juflke not nff.d in ibi* king- 
fiom, :md thciefoie riot fit to be ufed in 
determining <jucflio.'u which iclate 10 ihur 
piopetiy : 

(.'an it be thought cn-diMc, ihaf ihc clergy 
incited, piufjed, ;md c.fl;tMjf!icd it fh'Jlifclvct, 
at» a uiMliod of juflict in j/iiiiifh!ijf/ the !' s >uuk<n % 
And mII oilier (uotcfbiit diffeno-.j*, /*/ //,, m,*/. 
//•//> 6/ f,W ttccoidirijj to thtii tonfeitntte, 

iufli/t- 
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infli&ing upon them fines, imprifonmenr, and 
banifhment from their country by the fame 
arbitrary decifion; which as zealoufly as k 
was fought for in taking away the eftates of 
nonconformifts, is fo gricvoufly complained of 
as taking away the birth-right of the clergy 
in the law, and depriving them of (heir main- 
tenance 2 

If we look back into the aft made in the 
fourteenth year of Charles the fecend, entitled, 
An aft to prevent mifebiefs and dangers artfing 
by the people called Quakers j 

There it will appear, that ju ft ices of the 
peace, at the quarter feflions, had power to con- 
vift by notorious evidence ofthefafl, and to fine, 
puoifli, and tranfport Quaker*, on conui&ion of 
their holding that perfuafion*. 

Strange ! that the clergy fhould think the 
arbitrary decifion of a quarter feflions compe- 
tent to take away the fortunes of this people, 
and to banifli them from their country ; yet in/- 
competent to determine fuits brought againft 
them for tythes ! 

With regard to proteftant diflinters of all de- 
nominations, the fame method of profecution was 
cAablifhcd by the influence of the clergy. 
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The Oxford frui mile atf, fo called, be- 
caufc it reftrained diffhnting teachers , from 
coming within five miles of any corporation, 
17 C*r. II. rup. 2. 

Eaa&ed, that two ;«/?rV« might commit 
offenders of their own convifting to no lefs than 
fix months imprifonment. 

And by the afis to fupprefs /editions ctmen- 
ticks, viz. 

I. The ftatute 16 Car. II. cap. 4. 

Two joftices were authorized for the firft 
offence to fine the party five pounds, or to 
kaprifon without bail for three months, and 
their certificate was to be a record of coo* 

vi&ion. 

a. For the fecond offence they were to 
inflid a fine of ten pounds, or fix months im«- 
prifonment : 

3. And, for the third offence they might 
tranfportthe offender for feven years, unleft 
he paid one hundred pounds before the end of 
the feffions. 

II. 



and Orthodoxy Jhaken. 139 
II. The flatatc 22 Car. II. cap. 1. 

The convi&ions were to be by two jnftices 
of the peace, and the fines to be levied by 
their warrants of diftrefs, though iq fome 
cafes to the value of twenty pounds. 

a. The appeal of the party aggrieved was 
to be to the quarttr feffions, and no court was 
-to intermeddle with any caufes of appeal upon 
this aft, but they were to be finally deter- 
mined by the quarter feffions only. 

3. And a juftice of the peace in one coun- 
ty, was to certify to the juftices in any other 
of the flight of the offender. 

Thefe laws which were obtained before 
the happy revolution, and which were difpenfed 
with afterwards by the Toleration-aft, in favour 
of the proteftant diflenters in general, and by 
the Jffirmation-aft in favour of the Quakers in 
particular, 

SHEW the decifion of juflices to be a me- 
thod in great repute and cftimation with the 
clergy before the revolution. 

And though they now fuggeft it to be a 
method of jullicc not ufed in the kingdom*, ^tfc 
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the clergy themfelvcs, after the revolution, io- 
ferted the claufes in the jfjfrmatian-aftj which 
gave ju dices of peace thefr/t cognizance ofqua- 
ken tytbes. 

They ioferted them in a law which had 
no relation to tythe, and they wonld not agree 
that the Quakers affirmation (houldbe taken in- 
ftead of an oath, nnlefs juftices of peace might 
be trailed with this arbitrary decifio*of thdfc 
tythes. 

A decifion which they think reafonable to* 
Conclude the Quaker, but not the parfon, vEL 
queftions relating to tythe. 

Thus the power of juflices of peace is a. 
good and wholefome provifion, when given* 
for the benefit of the clergy : but an nnjuft and 
arb&rary method when ufed for the eafe of tUe. 
Quaker. 

Thus it is right to (hut the Quaker out of 
all the king's courts, when the parfon holds - 
it expedient to recover tythe in the coun- 
try j but it is denying the parfon the ju* 
Jtice of the great charter^ if contrary to his 
option he is referred to a decifion in the 
country. 

•Tea* 
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Thus the Quaker (ball hire no option 
of courts of jnftice to defend the property 
which the law hath given him in nine* tenths <k 
hi* fubftance* 

•But the parfon (hall claim liberty to pro* 
fecute in town and country, in Wejiminfler- 
bally the ecclefiaflical court, and the quarter 
feffitm, without restraint, for the /ingle tythe 
in which he hath an intereft, or he will 
complain that the juAice of magna chart a is 
denied him s 

And, the Quaker (hall have fuffcred pro- 
fecotion at the Quarter feflions for forty years 
together * 

Yet the country parfon (hall tell us, that this 
decifion by jujlices of the peace, takes away 
the clergy's birth-right in the law, and i» a 
method of juftice not ufed in this kingdom. 

The country parfon, I fay, fuggefts it; 

For, I can hardly believe, that any man 
above that low character, would be fo fcanda- 
loufly weak, as to fugged a fait, which the 
pooreft country plowman, from daily experience, 
muft know to be falfc. 

7 K^ 
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And were it pofEble, that one of grtaUr 
Emuuncs could fo far be wanting in his duty 
to troth, to his GOD, and his reputation, it 
would (hew him to be confirmed in that **• 
blujhing pra/Htuti$Tt, which takes delight in the 
want of honeft flume, though enemies rejoice, 
and friends are confounded at his infamy. 

A perfon of this habit only, could be ca- 
pable of adding to the number of nnjuft 
complaints, the clamour againft the determi- 
nation of juflices in their quarter feffioos, *$ 
an arbitrary dectfion ! 

As if it were more arbitrary than a de- 
cifion of a court cf equity , where a clergyman 
mud fue for his tythes if he is diflatisfied with 
common law. 



Or, as if it were more arbitrary than the 
decifion of a court of delegate^ where he muft 
have his laft refort, if he fues by eultfwfti- 
cal procefs. 

It might be thought, from this complaint 
of an arbitrary decijion, that the clergy were 
remarkably fond of trials by juries, where 
the verdidt is in the judgment of twelve men 
fpecially impanelled at every aflize: and that 

they 
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they oppofe a decifion by one or two only, 
and diflike * dernier refort to a Jlanding feu \ of 
juftices. 

Yet ftrange as it may feem, it is cer- 
tainly true, that of 1153; fuits for tythe agaioft 
the Quakers, 1094 of the number fought either 
for the arbitrary decifion of courts of equity*, 
where the laft refort is to the houfe of lords, 
or for the more arbitrary decifion of ccclefia- 
ftical courts, where the laft refort is to a court 
of delegates. 

And, the country parfon. is not contend- 
iag that judgments (hould be left arbitrary* 
than the bill allows : but that fuits (hould be 
more unlimited} he approves this method of 
juftice, but would not be confined to it; he 
would tie the Quaker down, but thinks it 
molt unequal and unjuft that the parfon (hould 
be compelled to abide by it himfelf. 

« The afls of king William (fays he) took 
« no remedy from me ; they provided an eafy 
* remedy for the recovery of Quakers tythes 
4 and fmall tythes ; they did not (hut up the 
' king's courts againft me, but left me at 
4 liberty to take the new method, or if it 
' was rieceflary, to refort to the old ones. 

« For 
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« For this I bad reafbn to be thankful, and 
* have always chofen the new method for my 
4 own fake and my neighbour's fake. 

After foch an acknowledgment that the 
remedy it eafy, that the parfon had reafoa 
to be tb&nkful for it, and always had cho- 
fen it; would any man believe that fince 
thofe ads have taken place, the clergy have 
carried on in the moft oppref&ve methods no 
lefs than 1 1 5 3 profecations ? 

The reafon of which rigorous fuits feems to 
be, that the more gentle do not anfwer the par* 
fon's intention infuing. 

This intention is beft to be underftood 
from the words of the country parfon* s pUa> 
which aflerts, that the law was defigned to 
puntjh the Quaker with holding tythe from the 
parfon. 

So that the recovery of tythe is not fuf- 
ficient to the parfon, unlefs he can punijh by 
the method in which he recovers. 

The parfon, as a principle of his religion, 
holds tythe to be of divine right* 

The 



) 
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The Quaker, as a principle of his religion, 
holds tythe to be abolHhed by the inftitution of 
the chrijlian church. 

The law gives the parfon tythe as a 
temporal intereft ; and the parfon goes to law 
not only to recover tythe, but to avenge the 
divine right of his order upon the poor Quaker^ 
who calls tt antichriflian. 

He knows the Quaker cannot yield that 
tythe, which all of his fe& hold to be againft 
confidence. 

He can by law recover it in any court ; 
and if the proceedings of fome courts are more 
expenfive than others, he will fue in thofe 
courts, that he may punijh the Quaker in the 
method of recovering tythe. 

This may agree with the boundlefs am- 
bition, and caufelefs cruelty, of felfi/b ecclefia- 
iticks, but it would be reproachful to the jufticc 
of a legiflative power, that fhould allow one 
part of the fubjefts to take advantage of the 
unhappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju- 
dice of another part, for the ends of vexation 
and oppreflion, 

VOL.11. H X* 
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Yet this is the cafe, whilft the parfon 
may worry Quakers for tythe in every court at 

his will. 

If the parfon fues in the exchequer, or pro- 
fecutes in the ecclefiaftical courts, he can 
opprefs the Quaker with heavier colts; and 
perhaps, by litigioufnefs, may for the benefit of 
his church, add the tenth part of a farthing to 
the rate of his tythe. 

Will the parfon then be fo charitable as 
to fue before the juftices, who can only levy bis 
tythe, but not opprefs the Quaker with cofts? 

No; for the law, fays the country par/**, 
was made to PUNISH the Quaker for de- 
frauding me of my tythes. 

Therefore, 

To make ecclefiaftical power terrible a* 
mongft nonconformifts, to fubdue their oppo- 
fition to the pride, the infolence, and ufur- 
pation of ucconfcionable churchmen, to make 
fevere examples of thofe who oppofe JSvint 
right, and to indulge a litigious infatiably- 
covetous temper; 
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The parfon will fuc for tythe, not where 
\ may eafily recover it, but where he can with 
eater advantage at once recover and opprefs. 

This is called a foul charge on the clergy, 
id their advocates want a fpecification of 
its, that they may be able to viodicate their 
nduft. 

The fuits (hall be fpecified in the proper 

>urfe of enquiry la this place it is 

lough to obferve, that as foul as the charge 
n be, it is a pra&ice which every clcrgy- 
an hath at his option ; and whether it be fit— 
3g that the clergy fhould be trufted with 
wer to opprefs) is a queftion of fo eafy a dif- 
lffion, that they have not a friend in the 
orld, who, as to his own particular, would 
lufe to live at their mercy. 

It is taking away his power to opprefs, 
hich occafions fo great an alarm. 

The country parfw^ zealous for his power, 
retends that the want of it will expofe him to 
jury. 

c The Quaker, fays be, knowing that I 
have no refort to the law, but muft be con- 
cluded bythejtrflices in the country v*\\\^o\. 
H 2 * ot&?j 
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< only keep all my tythe from me, bat will ufe 
' all his art and application to reduce the value 

* by the judgment in the country. 

* The juftices in the country will be under 

< a temptation, to ufe this power to cultivate 

* an cleftion-intercft. 

' Many Quakers are freeholders ; and » 
( they are great traders, have influence o?er 

* many others, and will aft as one man in 
4 oppofition to the parfon. 

' I have but ont vote for the county, and * 

* interej: 

This objection is grounded altogether on a 

fuppofition, 

That the Quakers, one of the leflcr bodies 
of diflenters, are ftronger in property andinte- 
reft, than all the clergy of the church *f Engktni^ 
the two univerfities included j 

Confequetuly, that the Quakers weight in 
trade will bear down the clergy *s weight io 
land; and, 

That country gentlemen will court an 
^dion- inter eft mhtt amoog the Quakers than 
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the clergy; whereas in fa&, two thirds of the 
counties of England are governed in their county 
elections by church inter eft : 

And, in fuch counties will the Quaker or 
the parfon be moft likely to prevail, by the par- 
tiality of country gentlemen ? 

This parfon fays he hath but tne vcte y 
which is hard upon him ; becaufe, to my know- 
ledge, he hath m re than org benefice. 

He fays he hath no inter eft, which I am 
equally forry for ; becaufe, if it is true, it is 
owing to his ve y bad character. 

Bat can this allegation be general ? Can 
a beneficed clergyman have no intereft, where 
he hath fuch a property as tytbe, and where 
every farmer muft fubmit to his will, to avoid 
oppreifive profecutions ? 

This power of maintaining a multitude 
of fuits is the moft formidable power of the 
crown. And, if an officer of exctje can in fomc 
degree influence votes in elections by his 
power to opprefs (which many ftatutes pro- 
vided to reflrain fuch influences have declar- 
ed) can a clergyman, having power to profe- 
cute, be without the fame influence over the 
H 3 votes 
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votes of the people? And, is there not the 
fame reafoa to reftrainit ? 

Every clergyman by his intereft with the 
more devout and yielding fex, by his inter- 
cnurfes wi- h the fick, by his knowledge of all 
the family-affaiis in his pari(h, and by recon- 
cl'/.r-T even the quarrels which he foments, may 
procure to himfelf the higheft influence over the 
votes of his people. 

When the weight of his property in their 
l.inds is added to his interpofuion in their pri- 
vate affairs ; when fear co-operates with kind- 
v- 's, ond he can awe thofe into fubmLffion 

v. ;-,o!n he cannot pcrfuade to love him : 

What pariftnoner, having a vote in eke* 
tions, can refufe it to the requeft of hisparfoa? 

I was ever of opinion, that a clergyman muff 
have the worft judgment of any man in his 
neighbourhood, if he hath not the beftintircft. 

And, the pretence, that trials of tythe by 
j u dices of peace will become fubfervient to 
an eleclion-intereft, might naturally make a 
Quaker fear to abide this trial, where the biafe 
of the court muft by fo great a probability be 
be in favour of the clergy. 
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Bat this is the difference between the par fori 
and the Quaker ; 

The juftices, if ever fo much biaflcd, cna 
only by a fpeedy decifion levy the tythe s and, 
this will not aggrieve the Quaker : 

Whereas theparfon covets a protrafled fuit 
in anexpenfive court, which may not only re- 
cover bis tythe, but gratify his revenge. 

"With this view he magnifies the Quakers 
dealings in trade, and interefts in elections •, 

As if thefe could tranfeend that interefl 
in land, and power in elections which the 
tythe of the clergy, the endowments of chap- 
ters, colleges, and univerfuies, and the cpifco- 
pal revenues of the kingdom, have eftablifhed 
in favour of the church : 

A power, that every man fees to be daily 
increaiing from the capacities of that corpora- 
tion, which is enabled to purchafe all the 
lands of England in mortmain. 

A power that will, in the courfe of time, 
if it be unchecked in its progrefs, extend its 
fway over all the property of the kla^dovn^ 
H 4 \\twx ^ 
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though contrary to the genius, and tending to 
the deftru&ion of this free government ! 

With the view of fupporting this exorbi- 
tant power, the country parfin takes the infamous 
liberty of taxing the juftice of all mankind. 

It is bis grievance, that, 

1 . ( By this bill he muft be tied down, for 

* the value of his tythes, by the judgment of 

* two juftices, out of whofe lands the tythe 
4 aiifes, and whofe tenants pay it. 

2. • The two juftices who gave the fen- 

* tence will be on the bench at the quarter feffi- 
« ons, or if they are not, it may happen that 
' their brother juflices may think it more expe- 

* dient that a parfon fliould lofe forty or fifty 
' (hillings (a great part of the demand) thaa 
c that two worthy gentlemen juftices of the 
' peace fhould be fufpeQed of partiality. 

3. « The efhblifhed miniftry will be left 

* without a maintenance, by the iniquity and 

* partiality of witneffes, who are generally far- 

* mers and countrymen, and undervalue the 

* tythes, though by evidence upon their 

* oaths.' % " . 
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This is the decent and charitable manner 
in which the country par Jon exprefles himfelf of 
the whole people of England* from the country 
gentleman down to the country farmer : 

As if the gentlemen in the commijjion of 
the peace for the feveral counties of En$hnd % had 
sot zi a fair a reputation for juAice, and as few 
temptations to be partial, as the judges of an 
ecdefiaftical court, who, though the creatures 
of the clergy, fit there to decide the properties 
of laymen: or, 

As if it were a foul charge on any man who 
wears a caiTock, to fuppofe, that he will be 
oppreffive in his fuits, or enormous in his exac* 
tions, though manifeftly for the enriching of his 
family, and impoverifting his adverfary ; 

Yet a modeft and fair accufation, that none 
of the gentlemen of England are fufficieiHly 
impartial, to render juftice between clergymen 
and Quakers. - 

The firft allegation, 

1 That the parfon will be tied down for the 

• value of his tythes to the judgment of two 

H 5 * gentle- 
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4 gentlemen, out of whofe lands the tythc 
« arifes, or whofe tenants pay it, 

Is tbfolntely falfe : . - 

Becaufe, i. The bill excepts fuch juftice* 
as are any ways inter ejled in the tytbts*, 

2. The parfon who may complain to any 
tzvyj'JiiccS) never wiil complain to any em % out 
or whofe land the tythe arifes, or whole tenant 
pays it i but 

He will have the whole commiffion cf tb* 
peace to pick two juftices out of, and 'Will cer- 
tainly apply where he hath moll expe&atton of 
partiality to his order. 

The next allegation, 



€ That when two juftices of the peace 
€ have giren fentence, the gentlemen of the county 

may think it more expedient that the parfon 
« (hould lofe forty or fifty (hillings (a great 
1 part of his demand) than that two of their 
c brethren (hould be fufpefted of partiality;' 



c 



Is abfurd, malicious, falfe, and fcandalous. 
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It not only refle&s ou the honour of the 
gentlemen of England-, but fuppofes, that two 
juftices cannot err in their judgment without 
fiifpicion of partiality : and, 

It fuppofes, that all the gentlemen of a 
country will be partial and unjuft, rather than 
that two of their brethren ihould be accounted" 
erroneous in any particular judgment. 

Did the country parfon learn to think thus of 
judicial proceedings from thofe in ecchftaftical 
courts ? Is the chancellor of the diocefe, partial 
in favour of the clergy, left the church fuffcr 
fcandalfrom the fuppofition that a clergyman, 
who lofes his caufe is unjuft in his fuit ? Or, 

Is the dean cf t J :e arches accuftomed to 
think it more expedient, that the appellant in 
his court (hould lofe his fuit, rather than that a 
brother do6lor (the chancellor againft whofe 
judgment the appeal is brought) (hould be fuf- 
pe&ed of partiality ia his decifioa ? 

What have the landed gentlemen of this 
kingdom done to offend this pvr/:n, that they, 
who of all others are moft intcrefted in the- 
public happinefs, (hould be treated as leail 
of all qualified -to adminiiicr public juftice ? 

H 6 -Or, 
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Or, that they (hould be treated as a bind 
of raparees, combined to fopport each other in 
afts of injuftice ; 

And 9 lefs to be fufpefted of deciding fuits 
impartially, than that wooden implement of 
church power, who judges by commiffion from 
the clergy, who owes them partiality in 
requital for his promotion, and is tempted to 
encourage a multitude of fuits to encreafe his 
own fees of office ? 

I hope the gentlemen of the county where* 
in this candid par/on refides, will make him 
the mod public acknowledgments of thefe in- 
difcriminate reflections, which fo remarkably 
diftinguifh his humanity as a gentleman, his po- 
litenefs as a fcholar a his meeknefs as a clergy- 
man, and his charity as a chriftian. 

But I hope at the fame time, that he will 
never be admitted to fit amongft them ; be- 
caufe a man, who can think of them as fuch a 
partial fet of mifcreants, may probably be an 
example to juflify his own reflections. 

And as to the charge on the farmers and 
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part 
oltbt pUa> as robbing vba tlcfgi of their main- 
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teoance by their iniquity and perjury, in under- 
valuing die tythes, it will be a fufficient aofwer 
in general, that if there was lefs avarice and 
injuftice in the clergy, they woold be lefs for- 
ward in accufing die country of iniquity and 
perjury. 

It is fait, that the farmers in general never 
gave the far/on fo high a rate for his rytbe, 
but he looked on it as below his due, and were 
they to give him nine-tenths of their fubftance, 
it would not fatisfy the ravenous fpirit of fome 
clergymen, fo long as the farmers retain §ne part 
in ten to themfelves. 

Is this feverery fpoken of the clergy ? Let 
any man judge, whether it can be more fevere 
than warrantable, when provoked by a clergyman * 
who is capable of defaming all the gentlemen of 
England as partial and unjuft judges, and the 
whole yeomanry of England as knaves in their 
dealings, and perjured villains in courts of jufticc. 

Perfuading myfelf, that fo much as hath been 
laid on this fubjeft will vindicate the honour of 
Englijh gentlemen, and their competency for 
the jurifdidioq which ts given them by this 
hai; 

I proceed to examine the reft of the pre* 
tenet* that it muft iojutc the parion'* fiogcuy* 
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Of which none can be more enflaming, than 
the complaint in the 16th page y 

« No Quaker, fays the parfon, will, after 

* fuch a law (hall be made, fet out his tythes, 
' but will retain them to his own ufe ; and 
c I (hall be debarred of having them in kind, 
« how neceflary foever they be to my own, and 

* my family's fubfiftence. 

* By law the parfon cannot fet out his own 
' tythe, and carry it away, but the occupier 

* of the land muft fet it out ; and if the par* 
c fon intermeddle with the corn before the oc- 

* cupier hath fet out the tythe, he is liable to 
An action. 



t 



c The Quaker's conscience will not per- 

* mit him to fet out the tythe : fo that with 

* the law on one fide, and the Quaker's con- 
c fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fet 
4 out in this cafe.' 

Would any man imagine, after this grie- 
vous complaint of the law on one fide,. and the 
Quaker's confcience on the ether, that the bill 
actually gives the parfon a better remedy than 
ever to receive his tythes in kind ? And, that 
if they are rc&tty- trectKvj xo Yfo wt^cr h* 
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family's fubflftence, he may have them in kind 
of the Quakers by the aid of this bill ? 

He fays the Quaker** confcience will not per- 
mit him to fet out the tythe ; 



But then, the bill fays, the juftlces warrant 
(hall immediately levy thefe tythes. 

So that the diftrefs may be made upon the 
tythable matter, and the parfon may have it in 
kind, with better meafure than if the Quaker 
had fet out his tythes ; 

And the Quaker fhall pay the cofls. 
This is eafy juflice. 

But the parfon hath alledged, « That by 

* the laws in being, he may recover treble 

• damages of every Quaker not fotting out his 
4 tythe/ 

This is the parfon's real objeiHon againft the 
the bill ; and a moft confeientious objedHon it 
Will appear to be j for 

The parfon, knowing the Quaker to be 
reftratned by fcruple df confcience from fetting 
out his tythe, looks upon the penalty of treble 
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damage! to be a fure intereft, which he hath it 
prcfcnt in every Quaker's property \ and where- 
as he hath but one tythi of any other man, he 
takes thru of every Quaker, or fixjhillingt in 
the pound from the produce of the land, befide 
deftroying great part of the remainder, by load- 
ing him with colls of fuits. 

Can you think then, that the parfin will 
confent to a law which may pin him down to 
his tythi only, and not allow him to recover troik 
tythes of every Quaker in his parifli i 

Can you think that, whilft the Quaker's 
default of fitting out tythi is fo profitable to 
the parfon, he will ever confent that a jujlioo 
of the peace fliould/r/ thtm out for the J^uoier 9 
and fave the poor man from the penalty of a 
default i 

This is rtafon with a parfon ngainft the 
provifion of this bill, but can never be a 
reafon with any other man. it may be an in- 
tercft of precious concern to the clergy, but 
it would be a reproach to public juftice, 
were they furTcrcd to demand thru times tbt 
value of their tythes in the king's courts, 
on pretence of their nJ being fit *«/, when 
any two jujiica of the peace In the neigh- 
bourhood may grant their warrants to take 

then 
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them in the field, in the barn, or wherever they 
may be found. 

i 

If this does not fatisfy the parfon, there is 
an expedient, which, as I have heard and be- 
lieve the Quakers will not oppofe, and which 
mad filencc the parfon's obje&ions. 

The two juftices of the peace, who have 
power by their warrant to levy the value of the 
tytbes, when they are withheld, may by their 
warrant authorize a fit perfon to fet them out, 
when they ought to be paid in kind. 

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on 
the Quaker to fet out tythes contrary to his 
confidence, nor will the Quaker be fubje& to 
pay three tythes for not having fet out one : 
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the 
tythe, which the Quaker, from his fcruple of 
confidence, is difabled to fet out himfelf. And 
the parfon will not then have the plea of necef- 
fity, to juftify his going to law for his tythes, 
nor the fcandalous temptation of fumg the Qua- 
ker for three times the value of them. 

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be 
a provifion for the recovery of great tythes, 
as or*, baj % fef*. But how Ihall he take his 
(hull tythes i * Muft I, fays he % in the 27th 



4 page, witch' when t cow ftlli Into Uboor, or 

* moft I keep * rcgiftcr of ell (be calm *n& 

* f igi that are born to my parlfh V 

Thii lesdi ai to the obje&ioni which be 
make*, to the next page, agataft this bill* 

4 A* the law now ftanda, the parfon can 
« bring a bill of dlfco^ry in eoortt of equity I 

* Is which cafe the farmer If obliged toftf 
« out hit tythcablt matter and the taloe, abltt' 
•'liable toprofecution for pcrjory, If he ligvOtf 1 
' of it. Hut it every juftice In the kingdom to 
1 be created into n chancellor f If not, by what 

* proceeding (hall the parfon make a dtfcorery 

* In thefe cafes I 9 

It la to be obfcrvtd, that (he parfon flrft 
poti a cafe of a bill tf Jifavvy to be brought 
In the exchequer, after (hit law (hall take placet 
yet In the next ffcrngraph complaint, that oo 
fur.h bill c4i) lie bt ought there. He flrft com* 
plain* of the h(trd(hipi which he (ball fuflfcr in 
hrltifiiiifl fuch a bill, and next fete it forth at hit 
linrdlliip ihiu he cannot brlrijj foch a bill. Tblt 
it cxiraoulinaiy ! 

I know not, that the law propofed will 
take awny the JniKtHftlon of courta of cqtrity 
id retain kilh r>f dlfiw.ryi I am not certain, 
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that the proceeding by bill in equity is the moft 
rcafonable method to be ufed for fuch difcovery. 
But in anfwer to that arch queftion- 



Is every juftice to be erecled into a chancellor ? I 
muft fay, it feems as reafonable that there (hould 
be a chancellor in every court of quarter fef- 
fions, as in every court of the clergy : and, I 
think, if the law muft compel a Quaker to dif- 
cover the value of his tythes, that in this cafe, 
the cheapeft method of difcovery will be the 
beft method; and that the jufticesat the quar- 
ter feffions, may examine him with as good 
effeft (tnough not with fo much coft) as the 
parfon can interrogate him with, ia the court 
of exchequer. 

There is a flight objection in the fame page 
worked up into a loud complaint, ' that the 
* juftices cannot compel witnefles to attend 
1 them/ But to remedy thi3, the fame claufc 
may be provided in this bill, as in relation to 
the excife, by the a& 7 & 8 W. II I. which in- 
flicts the penalty of ten pounds on any one who 
(nail not appear as a witnefs, on fummons from 
a juftice of the peace. And, 

The Quaker muft be equally follicitous for 
fuch a claufe, as he muft be equally affefted by 
the want of means to compel the'tppearance of 
witnefTes. 
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So that f in the manner of working up this 
objection, the country par/on (trains it beyond 
what truth can juftify, and endeavours to make 
the clergy think, from this prefent want of power 
in jufticcs, that this bill denies it, bccaufe it 
does not mention it ; and that in the manner of 
drawing the bill, it fcemeth intended to leave 
the property of tythe precarious. 

Whereas a bill of this comprehenfive nature 
can hardly be prepared, fo full or fo correft 
in the fir ft drawing, as to want no additional 
claufe or amendment ; and the ordinary forms 
of parliament give ample opportunities for in* 
fcrting them before it becomes a law. 

It is next objeftcd, that 

4 In the original caufe before the jufticcs, 
( the parfon is fuppofed to have juft caufe of 
* complaint, and to recover in fome ftiapc or 
( other, and to be entitled to forts. 

And that 



' It is probable he may ordinarily be the 
appellant to the quarter fcflions, and coft' 
may be agateft him. 

« How 
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« How is it then, fays the parfon % that the 
« bill limits the cofts in the firft inftance, 
4 when the parfon is to receive them, and 
« leaves them arbitrary in the fccond, when 
• the parfon is to pay them V 

There is nothing more in this objection, than 
that two juftices are limited to give cods, and 
the whole bench, at their quarter fcffions left 
to give cofts according to difcretion. And, 

i. In the firft inftance of complaint, it may 
be reafonable to fpecify the cofts, which (hall 
not be exceeded ; to the end that the two ju- 
ftices, though ever fo partial to the complaint, 
may not opprefs the defendant with cofts. But, 

2. In the appeal, if the parfon or Quaker 
appear to be litigious, it may be reafonable, 
that all the juftices of the county fliould have 
power to give exemplary cofls, though it might 
be lefs fafe to leave it in the difcretion of any 
two of them. 

And now we come to the grievous obje&ioo 
againft the bill ; (page 29) that 

€ If the parfon bring an indiltment or in* 
4 formation, againft the Quaker or his wlt- 

1 fetSm 
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« Defies for PERJURY, and (hall fail to 
* make a legal proof (as is fqggefted he eafify 
• may do) in that cafe, /A* tilif*y$ 9 thtf daft* 
« dant ihall rcootcr tntlicojlt. • • 

Extremely hardl ibat * f*(ft accafctioa 
of perjury (hould be liable to TREBLE 
COSTS! , r ;• 

If the parfon cannot prove perjury vtjfl 
fhould he charge it i If the nature of thepm 
is difficult, does not juftice impofe thiedMk 
culty ? Ought any man to be convi&ed of 
fuch a crime from flight appearances i From a 
covetous parfon's fufpicion j or from a difap- 
pointed parfon's refentment ? And if the parfoo 
wants the evidence which the law requires 
(hould the law allow him, unpuniflicd to pub- 
li(h fo much infamy ? 

This is the manner of moving compaffion for 
the clergy ; 

i. He reprcfents the two jufliccs, before 
whom he complains, as unjuft judges. 

a. He reprefents the whole bench of ju- 
fliccs, before whom he brings his appeal, 
as partial to tbc injuflice of their two 
brethren. 

If 
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If he brings a bill of difcovery in the ex- 
chequer, 

3. He reprefents the Quaker, at perjuring 
himfelf to defraud the parfon of his tythes. 

Or, if an iflue be directed by the exche- 
quer for the value of tythe to be tried by the 
country, 

4. He reprefents the verdi& of the jury to 
be wry partial \ and , 

5. The witnefles in every cafe and every 
court to be perjured and corrupt. 

Such a combination is fuppofed to be in eve- 
ry country againfl the claim of tythe ! 

If the parfon (holding all thefe articles of 
faith as necejfary to falvation) cannot prove this 
INJUSTICE, PARTIALITY, PER- 
JURY, and CORRUPTION; 

What then ? 

Why then, he muft pay trtble cofts ! 

Did ever the cbrijlian church fuffer fuch 
perfecution i 

S Yet, 
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Yet, a layman would be fct in the pillory, 
for a tytbe of that defamation which this par- 
Jin hath publiftied again ft the juflicc of hit 
country. 

1 confab, if I might judge of a man's con* 
fciencc, who (hould publifh fo much (lander 
ogainll all ranks and degrees of men, I (hould 
take it to be of the blacked complexion. An 
honcft man will rcpofc a rcalbnablc confidence 
in the honcfty of other men, but/v who would 
have no'man thought to be ju/l, feems to wifh, 
that no man fliould be in a condition to do him 
juflicc. 

However, fir ice the oppofition to this bill 
hath had its chief fupport from the clamour 
againft the power of the indices, fincc the gin- 
tlwtn of England have been (harmed with fuch 
corruption, partiality and irijuflic-c, it hath hcen 
propofrd that \\\q judge oj ojjixc fliould be ap- 
pointed, inflcad of the court of quarter Jrjponu 
to hear and determine appeals; and, the Qua- 
kers have not objected to this propofition, be* 
caufe they defire no other than fpcedy juflicc, 
and will be f»lad of receiving it any where. 

Nor can the pnrfon ohjert to this final 
decifion by the judge of aflize, who can have 

no 
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no intereft to cultivate in the country, who 
cannot have any undue regard to the juftice;, 
from whom the party appeals, and who will 
not be the fame perfpn at any two aflizes in the 
lame circuit. 

There are, nevertbelefs, fome objection* 
againft this alteration of the bill. 

1. It is not yet known, that the judges are 
ivilling to be charged with this additional 
load on the bufineCs of the aiEze. And, i' 
xiay not be reafonable to impofe it upon them, 
fit can be other ways difpofed of, becaufe xb.t 
^teafts of parliament, efpecially thofe relating 
o the difcharge of debtors, have already occa- 
"ioncd more bufinefs to come before them, than 
: lic ufual time of aflizes will allow them con- 
veniently to determine. 

And, 2. The next obje&ion is of ftill 
greater weight. Such an ahrntlon would 
countenance the fcandalous objections againft 
tie honour of the gentlemen of England. 

And therefore, I declare myfelf freely on 
Ac matter, I (hall give my negative to it. 

i ^ W y gentleman by this time hath formed 

Ms judgment whether the juftices of peace dc- 

VOL. II. I ferve 
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fcrvc this truft \ or whether the power wltl 
which this bill inveA* them, will be effectual* 
the ends for which it is propofed. And there 
fore I (hall not examine any farther the tmntr 
parf$n 9 % objections, either to their qualification 
for the cognizance of tythes, or to the fof 
ficiency of their jurlfdifllon for the recovery o 
tythes. But, 

The gintral §ffe£l % which their decifioa 
will have, upon the intereft of the clergy t 
tythe, as it is foretold by the country psrjm 
deferves very particular notice. 

« The quarter fcflions price, fays ht 9 wil 
1 be a Handing rule for the value of tythe 

* in every county. And 

1 The bill will probably, in proceft o 
1 time, introduce a general modus daim^i 

* for the whole kingdom/ 

To this I anfwer, that, 

I cannot fee the probability of any foe 
conferences to flow hom this bill: or, thl 
when the jufliccs have determined the valoec 
tythe in one farm, it will be a rule for tl 
value of tythe in any other. 

Fo 
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For, if the foil is feldom of equal gocd- 
nefs in any two men's lands, (and the produce 
mnft always be in value according to the good- 
acfsof the lands) 

Will it be fufficicnt for any farmer to fay 
before the juAices, you have deter mintd the 
value of Another man's tythe at fuch a rate ; 
y$M ought therefore to charge me no higher, though 
the fond which I farm it of treble value* and 
produces a treble crop ? 

Or, will it conclude the parfon, with re- 
fpc£t to any particular eftate, that the juftice 
determined the value at fuch a rate in any par- 
ticular year ? Will he not fliew that the land 
hath been improved, the produce increafed, and 
that the value of his tythe is greater than when 
'it was laft determined ? 

This infinite variety of cafes, this frequent 
difference between one farmer's land and ano- 
ther's, nay, between the fame land in different 
years, will make it impoffible that the quarter 
fffions price, as declared on any occafion, can 
become the (landing rule for the value of tythe 
in that county, or even in that parifti where it 
arifeth. 

I 2 t&xx 
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But if a general modus decimandi for the 
whole kingdom were to enfue; if a known if 
terminate value could be eftablifhcd for the tythe 
of every county, though I fee no hope of at- 
taining it, I think fincerely, that it would be 
a general good, as well to the clergy ai the 
laity: For, 

The clergy would be endowed with a bet- 
ter maintenance, though they were allowed a 
lefs rate, and the laity would be charged 
with a lighter burthen, though they paid a 
higher rate. 

The certainty of the modus would five th$ *s 
cxpence of thefe unhappy controverfies which^ 
Impoverifh the parfon, who even raifes theva-— — 
lue of his tythe, and which beggar the farmer — 
though he brings it below the value. 

The title to the modus would be fimpU— ^ 
clear, and unperplexed ; the recovery of it e*~Mj 
and fhort. There would be no occafion of 
racking the layman's confeience to difcover oil 
his oath againtt the biafs of his inter eft. Anrf 
there could not poflibly be an opportunity of 
cheating the parfon of his maintenance, as is 
now faid to be praflifed, by Perjury, Partia- 
lity, and Iiijujlice, 

The 
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The advantages of this certain appointment 
for the maintenance of the clergy, are ma- 
nifefl in thofe parishes where it is levied, by a 
POUND RATE upon the inhabitants; 
aor will I deny the rwerend order this juflict, 
that, tenacious as they are of the divine rig?t 
oftytbes, they have never fcrupled to prefer a 
parliamentary right to a jcun.i ratf> where i: 
promifed them a better revenue. 

In general*, it may be fiuJ \\\'h u\\\\- % 
there nerer was an impofuion on mankind r.irt 
fruitful of /aw-fuits, than the claim of tytlu-, 
which never knows a certain value. 

Nor, was there ever an impofition mere 
grievous and oppreffive than the claim of rythc, 
which takes a tenth from the produce of the 
poor man's labour, who manures the land, 
who employs his own flock to raife the tythe, 
tad forrendcrs the choice of the harveft to the 
prieft, who neither ploughs nor fows. 

The improvement of the land is at lead 
equal to the value of the land, and a tenth part 
of the produce free from all charges of raifing 
it, is not a tythe, but a F I F T H part of every 
man'* property; a ftanding LAND TAX 
OF FOUR SHILLINGS, in the pound, 
upon ail the fubje&s of England. 

I j w 
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If it be r.onfideied with rcfpeft to /«?// 
/y//w, the grievance 1« heavieft upon the 
pourcft of the people, Thofc who Arc mt her 
objcl.ii of tharity, nn 1 lit to receive alm«» 
are the fubjc/u of cole Judical opprefliou, tod 
compelled to pay tythe. 

If a poor widow, the labour of whofif 
hands, and the produce of whofc garden, arc 
fhr* only fubfiflcnre of herfclf and five or fix 
children, haih .in oppU'trts, (he murt give the 
troth of her f rtait \ if (lie keep a />/*, (he mud 
i>Ut every tetuh egg, or every tenth chicken | 
;.nd if file hath a bte biv* % (he mud yield a 
i>ii(h of her wax and her honey, 

TO TIIK PARSON OF THE 

J'AK Jfell* 

Who, if he it not fa tidied with her COO' 
hiUutiom, will piofctutc her in the ccclcfiaflical 
"jtiM, and nuke her depofe upon oath, how 
many pi/ pirn jjrew upon her tree i I low many 
rAi.>i were hatched i How many f£gt were 
addled ? And what cafiiallie* hap|>ctted 10 the 
nmnaf/eintnt of hci HhK-il 1 V K. 

This wa« (he complaint of Chauctr'% plow- 
man, againfl the pricft of hii times; 



\\\ 
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For the ty thing of a ducky 
Or an apple, or an aye 9 
They make men /were upon a book ; 
Thus theyfoulen Cbrtfles faye. 

Is it then unrcafonable to complain of this 
tytbe of the clergy, as the caft-wind that wi- 
thers the fruit, the caterpillar that deftroys the 
harveft in the ear, the locuft that preys upon 
the property of the rich, and eats up the bread 
of the poor ? An harpy that carries law-fuits in 
one claw, and famine in another ? That de- 
vours what the public taxes fpare, and is more 
inexorable than an excife ? 

This prodigious ufurpation upon the pro- 
perty of mankind, makes the bill before us the 
more abfolutely neceffary, and moves all indig- 
nation againft the parfon, who fuggefts, ' That 

* the bill will encourage the Quaker in fetiing 

* up a right, upon the plea of confciencc, to 

* another man's eflateS 

I (aid to myfelf, 

Doth not the country par/on appeal to every 
man 9 * confeience, when he demands tythe of 
divine right f 

I 4 V*Y«* 
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When he claims it as a duty to God? 

And, mult he not fa far allow the Qua- 
ker's anjeience to decide ? 

But, fays the parfr? 9 

• I wifh the Quaker's confeience could be 

* examined in this point. Is he a land-oivnerf 
' Let him be afked, upon his confeience, 
1 whether he paid any consideration to the 
' vender of the land, beyond the ufoal price, 
r and upon a fuppofition that no tythes would 
« be due from his land? Is he a farmer, 
c Let him be afked, whether he pays more 
' rent, than a church man tifed to give for the 

* farm, and in consideration of his paying not 

1 tythe ? If he cannot fay that be either bought* - 

* or hired the tythe (and he can fay Dehher)- 
' what title hath he to it V 

I muft here obferve, that 

The country par/on lays down a kw a— 
property, by this examination of the Quaker^*" 
confeience ; 

A proportion* 



and Orthodoxy Jbaken. 177- 

That if any burthen upon land (hall con- 
tinue, till it lefien the value of our lands, it 
then becomes a property in the ufurpers, and 
the landed men (hall sever be difcharged, 
becaufe all fubfequent purchafes are made with 
the confideration of fuch an incumbrance upon 
the land. 

There are three remarkable, cafes in our hif- 
tory, which will fall under this proportion ; 

L The ancient Rcme/cot y or Peter-pence, 
was a penny charged upon every houfc, by 
Ina, king of the IVeJl-Saxons, being at Rome 
in pilgrimage, Anno 720, and by Offa, king 
of the Mercians, Anno 794, to fufta:i> the 
Englijh fchool there. It amounted to three 
hundred marks and a noble yearly for the 
whole realm, and was paid to the fee of Rom* 
on the feaft of St. Peter ad Vincula, being the 
firft day of Augvjl, till it was abolHhed by par- 
liament, 2$ Hen. VIII. Ann§ 1534... 

II. The ancient Dane- gelt was a tribute, 
of one (billing,. and afterwards of two (hillings, 
Upon every hide of land ; originally levied for 
clearing the feas of Danijb pyrates, cr for 
|>urchafing peace of them, as by Etfxlred, 
'who raifed foe this purpofc, firft io,oco /. i\ev?. 
I 5 itjoa^k*.. 
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16,000/. then 24,000/. then 36,000/. and 
laftiy, 48,000/ Edward the confeflbr releafed 
Ibis tax. It was levied again by the Conqueror; 
and by XT. Rufusi bnt it was relealcd by 
Hen. I. and finally by K. Stephen. 

III. The ancient <//yfar, or the decimation of 
all the fabjefts goods, was the ufual fnbfidy 
given from rime to time by parliament, and 
was levied, as is the tythe of the clergy, by 
the tenth of every thing in kind. 

Thus in the parliament roll 13 E. HI. No. 6. 
The lords grant to the king, the tenth Jbeef 
of all the corn of their demelhes, except of their 
bound tenants ; the tenth fieece of wool, and 
the tenth lamb of their own (lore, to be paid in 
two years; and pray that this grant turn, mt 
into a cuftom. 



So, in the parliament roll of the next year, 
14 E. III. No. 5. it is entered, the prelates, ha- 
rens f and all the commons of this realm, grant. 
to the king the ninth Iamb, the ninth fleece, thor 
ninth Jbeaf, and of cities and boroughs the Very 
ninth part of all their goods and ehattels, to b* 
taken by two years to come. And with this, 
agrees the ftatutc book, Anno 14 E. Ill, Stat. 1- 

cap. 18. 

But. 



<mi Orthodoxy Jbuktn. 179 

fiat, when the aid given was a cuin-dfme, 
or fifteenth^ then, the king appointed two at 
feflbrs in every county; and they appointed 
Hmhi in every hundred, who made a true va- 
luation of every man's perfonal eftate, and 
caufed the fifteenth part to be levied* 

This word difme or decima is equally tiled, 
as well for the revenues of the church, as for 
thofe of the crown ; and the ftatute 2 and J £• 
VI. cap. 36. terms the tenths of the chrgy (which 
were anciently paid to the fee of Rome, and 
given by pope Urban to Richard II.) PER- 
PETUAL DISMES 

The firft quin-difm was granted, by par- 
liament, 18 E. I. 

The city of London paid this year for the 
fifteenth* 2860 1. 1-3 i. S d. and the abbot of 
St. Edmonds, 666 L 13 J. 4*/. which was by 
composition, and thereupon he had all his tem- 
poral goods, and the goods of his convent, dis- 
charged of the fifteenth. 

Sometimes, the difme and quin-difme were* 
granted both together, as in the 6 £.111. one 
difme, and one quin-difme were given- to the 
I 6 \&% v 
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king, to be levied of the laity, id aid of hi* 
expedition againft the Scots. 

At other times, the difnu or tenth tWH 
granted fingly, as in the aforementioned Sa- 
ftances, 13 E. III. by the lords of fhtfr OVA 
(lore; and 14 E. III. by the clergy, noWIfty, 
and commons for the whole realm. 

And the quin-difme or fifteenth was Hkev 
wife granted /eparately, of whkb the iQftanee s 
occurring in fucceffive ages are fcarcely to be 
numbered. 

Thefe methods of charging the fubjeft were 
conftantly made ufe of, till the reign of king 
Charles I. trhen the great demands of »oney, 
which the civil war occafloned, introduced our 
modern excife and land-tax. 

Now in all thefe cafes, viz* 

y. In the cafe *f the PiUr-pma, wbick 
continued * rent charge upon books for tb^ 
fpace of eight hundred years y 

%. In the cafe of Danes-gilt, which con- 
tinued a rent charge for the fpace of three hoik-* 
4ted yean \ a&d> 
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}• It the cafe of the difme and qnin-£fmes f 
Which arofe, within little more than the cen- 
mry after Da**>geH expired, and levied the tenth 
or fifteenth of the fubjeft'* goods, from time to 
time, for the fpace of three hundred years : 

The valae of the lands of England became- 
impaired, by reafon of the charge, and every 
purchafer paid a left price, whilft fuch incum- 
brances continued upon them. 

But, would our anccftors have fufFered either 
the pope, or the crown, to examine the con* 
fciences of the people of England in the abfurd 
manner of this country par/on ? Would it have 
been endured, either to fet up a right in con- 
junct to the perpetuity of Peter-pence, or Dane- 
gelt, becaufe every modern purchafer had bought 
his houfe or land the cheaper, by reafon of fuch 
burthens upon them i 

Doubtlefa the fame quefiions might have 
bees aflted, in the cafe of Piter-pence, and of 
Dane-gelt, as in the cafe of tythe, and the feme 
anfwer mud have been returned ; and, 

When the ancient aids of difmes and quifh 
defmes had gained eftabliftiment by courfe of 
time, and the land was become cheaper** b*i 



i8i The PHhrs^f Priestcraft 

reafoa of thcfe tenths and fifteenths granted 
continually to the king ; would not the crows 
have had an eftate of perpetuity in the Untb 
lamb, the tenth fleece, the tenth (heaf, and the 
tenth part of the goods of the fubjefts ; or, ia 
the fifteenth^ according as thefe rates and impo- 
fitions aflefled the value of property ? Would 
not the king have claimed his tenth ox fifteenth 
by the fame rule of confciente, as the clergy fet 
up to eftablifh their eftate in tytbe? And, be-? 
caofe the continuance of the impofition had 
lowered the rent of all the lands, might not the 
king, with as much reafon, have told the fub- 
jcfts, that the tenth, or fifteenth of their eftates 
had been paid of fo long continuance, as had 
cxtinguMhed the rights of the firjt owners i 
Might he not have urged, in behalf of fuch a 
rent charge, (as the clergy now urge for their 
tythe) that every man bought his land, and 
hired his farm, in expectation of being fubject 
to fuch a charge ; and, that the price of the 
land, and the rent of the farm, being lefs on 
this account, no man could have right ever to 
be eafed, fince no man eould have property ia 
that which he did not purchafe ? 

This may very fully evince the unreafoiy- 
ablencfs of the country parfon's plea : 

But, for a (horter decifion of the queftion* 

i r* 
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c If 70a bought yoar lands and tene- 
c menu with thefe incumbrances upon them* 
c what right have you ever to be eafed of 
« them V 

I anfwer, that I have, 

The right of a free fubjett, to enjoy the 
produce of his own labour j 

The right of an Englijhman* to enjoy his 
own pofleffions free and clear of all unrea- 
fonable incumbrances ; 

And, my title to the incumbered part of 
my eftate is {6 for good, as any other man's 
title to it is bad* 

If I buy an eftate with a rent-charge, an 
annuity 1 or a mortgage upon it, and thefe in- 
cumbrances {hall be confidered in the purchafe; 
yet, if afterwards it appears that the perfons 
claiming this rent-charge* this annuity, or this 
mortgage, never had any juft right therein : 

Am I bound to make their bad title good 
in law or confeience, becaufe I bought the 
eftate cheaper, on fuppofition that they had 
lawful incumbrances upon it ? 
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In the pofleflion of land I am in the con- 
dition of the prime occupant : I am not botmd 
to fliew my ride to any man ; I am not bound 
to fhew that I bought it, or inherit it. It if 
fufficient that I poflefs it, anted he can (hew a 
prior or better right to it. 

And, whether I bought my freehold cheaper 
or dearer, I am by law and confeience entitled 
to hold it as free and clear, at if I bad bdd it 
from the creation of the world. 

This docVme of gaining an eftate in prrfe- 
iuity through any imposition upon land, which 
by length of time makes the value of it lef$ in 
fubfequent alienations, and, by pretended equi- 
ty, the inter eft in it lefs to all new purchafers; 

Is of dangerous confequence to the whole 
LANDED INTEREST of this kingdom. 

It cftsiblifhes a right fomewbere in a PER- 
PETUAL L A N D-T AX; becaufe within 
forty or fifty years time, fince the land hath 
borne this charge, the value of land hath di- 
iniuifhcd in proportion ; and two thirds of the 
lands of England^ having within that time by 
put chafe or exchange pa (Ted into the hands of 
icw owners, (as may probably be the cafe of 
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all our lands before this tax can be releafed> 
therefore the land owner, who bought his land 
fobjeft to the ufual land-tax, (hall in equity 
and confcience be for ever liable to pay two, 
three, or /our (hillings in the pound, by reafoa 
of his having bought the land cheaper. 

And, the country par/on (hall aflc him thofe 
fubtle queftions, * Is he a land owner ? Let 
' him be afked, upon his confcience, whether 
4 he paid any confideration to the vender of 
c the land beyond the ufual price, and upon 
' fuppofition that no land-tax would be due 
' from his land ? Is he a farmer ? Let him be 
' afked, upon his confcience, whether he pays 

* more rent than ufed to be given for Uml 
c Arm, and in confideration of his paying no 
< land tax? If he cannot jay that he doher 

* bought, or hired, the land-tax (aad he caa 

* (ay neither) what title hath he to it ? and 
c therefore, there mod be another owaer who 
« bath tjy/i title to it/ 

From rutts of property and rights of eflau % 
fuch as this country parfin would effabliih, it 
nmft follow, that no ufur partem on the lands 
pf a kingdom could ever be irftrmed, con- 
fidently with confcience ; that the foundations 
of ecclefiaftics, in the church of Roma itfeif, 
ought not to-be taken away, becaafe the priefta 
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have the legal eftate veiled in them ; that the 
impofitions of arbitrary power become matter' 
of right, in perfoas who can work the ancient 
land owners out of their inheritances ; and, 
that, if SHIP MONEY had been cxafted 
for a length of time, till the value of all oar 
lands had funk under the exaction, new pur* 
chafers would have had no right to have been 
eafed of the burden, becaufe they would have 
bought the land charged with it, and cheaper 
by reafon of it. 

In (hort, fuch confequences are unavoid- 
able from this part of the country par/m-s plea, 
that were he to fliew himfelf in bis proper figure, 
fpeaking in this manner againft the fight of the 
people of England to enjoy their own lands, 
an IMPEACHING PARLIAMENT 
might probably charge him a* an enemy to pro- 
perty ; a betrayer of the rights and liberties of 
the people ; advancing falfi doftrines tf dangr- 
rous confequence to the confiitution of the kingdom, 
and which tend to fubvert the proteftant religion* 
to ohjlrucl all reformation in the chriftian cbursb, 
to receive popery and popifli foundations, and t* 
fubjecl the commons of this realm to the yoke of* 
enormous ecclefiajiical power. 

Leaving him . to the difcipline of fucb na- 
tional ju(Uce, whenever it (hall find him «— I 

totally 
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totally deny him, or any perfon living, to pof- 
fefs anyeftate in the land, by rcafon of its hav- 
ing been lowered in value, through an unjuft 
impofitioo ; I conceive his claim cf tytbe to have 
no other foundation, in law or confcience, than 
Peter- Pence had before it was aboliflicd by aft of 
parliament ; 1 conceive them both to have been 
ufurpations of the fame nature, which grew 
and obtained in the times of darknefs and de- 
votion through the craft of a mercenary clergy, 
and the -fuperftition of a blind deluded laity; 
I likewife apprehend, that as the wifdom of 
parliament utterly abolifhed the one, becaufe it 
impoverifhed the kingdom, fo the rcprefenta* 
fives of the people have not only a right, but 
are bound in duty to moderate the ttber, when- 
ever it (hall be exorbitant in its amount, or op- 
preflive la its exactions. But, 

Becaufe the eftate of the clergy in tythe, 
is fo much infilled on as their right in con- 
fcience 9 it may be fit to enquire on what con- 
sideration f hey had their original grants. The 
confirmation of king STEPHEN is an evi- 
dence of this kind, the preamble to which is 
as follows, viz. 

^Betaufe through the providence of divine 
mercy we know it to be fo ordered \ and by the 
church' $ publtjbing it far and mar, every body 

baiH 
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hath heard, that by the dijlribution of alms per* 
font may be abfolvcd from the bonds of fin, and 
acquire the rewards of heavenly joys : 3 fet0- 
JpfyCft) h the grace of God king of England, 
being willing to have a part with them, who by 
an happy kind of trading exchange heavenly thingt 
for earthly j and fmitten with the love of GV, 
and for the falvation of my own fouli and the 
fouls of my father and mother, and all my fore- 
fathers and anccjlors (confirm. tythes and other 
donations to the church*.) 

After fuch a fpecimen as this, I cannot 
have the lead doobt that eftates given under fuch 
eonfiderations, are of all others the moft proper, 
for the difpofition of parllment. Bnt with re- 
ference to the country parjbn*s charge againft 
the Quaker, that " his confeiince, which will 
" not allow him to pay tythe, is a confeienct 
u which will not permit his neighbour to take 

* Quoniam divina mifericordia p ro video te cog- 
novimus efle difpoiitum, & s longe lateque pracdr- 
caate ecdefia, ionat omnium auribas dindgatum, 
qaod Elebmosynarum largkionc poflunt abfol- 
vi vincula peccatorum, & acquiri cceleftium- proe- 
mia gaudiorum ; ego Stephanus Dei gratia Anglo- 
rum rex partem habere njolens cum illis, qui foelici- - 
commerce cceleftia pro terrenjs comarataat* Dei 
amore compun&us, & pro falute animaemeae, et patrir 
met matrifque me or, & omnium parcnttrm meorunv 
tt antecefibnuiy fcfcv 

« an* - 
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w and enjoy bis own property." It fcemeth rea- 
Ibnable to hear the Quaker fpeak for himfelf j 
and the ftrongeft writer on this fubjeft amongft 
the Quakers, being Anthony Pearfon, formerly 
a j oft ice of peace in Wejlmorland, let us hear 
what he fays in his great cafe oftythes 9 on the 
qneftion that tythe ought to be paid as a rent 
<harge upon the ejlate. 

Unto which, fays be, I anfwer, 

• cc That though it were true, and could 

* be proved, that my anceftors gave tythes, 
€ and that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound 

* to pay them, or Hand any way chargeable 
c with them. It is true, when they were owners 

* of land, they might themfelves yield and fet 
forth what part of their increafe they pleafed, 
or might have given the tenth, or any other 
part of their land as they would, or they 
might have charged upon the land what rent 
they liked ; but they could not charge their 
pofteriiy with that which was no ways theirs, 

* nor which, in any true fenfe, conftru£tion, 
or underftanding, they could be faid to have 

c any property in, and which is not paid by 

* reafon of that which is derived from them, 

* For, tythe is neither paid of land, nor by the 

* reafon of the land, but is paid by the reafon 
K of the increafe or renewing; and therefore the 
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« doftrincs of the old fathers, and the popiflx 
« laws for tythcs, do as well require the pay- 

• meat of the tenth part of men's profit or 
1 gain, whether by trade, commerce, or mer- 
' chandize, as of the fruits of the earth. Yea, 
' the tenth part alfo of wages, and perfooal in* 
4 creafe, though not raifed immediately by 
' land : and furcly no man will fay that he pays 
' tythc of thefe becaufe his anccftors charged 
c him with them ; nor will any man allow, that 
4 another perfon, by any gift of his anccflor, 
' can have another diflinft property in the 
c tenth part of the fruits of his labour j and the 
c cafe is the fame as to all tythcs, whether pre- 
4 dial, pcrfonal, or mixed. If I fit dill and 
4 plough not, no corn will grow ; if I lit Hill 
( and work not, no profit will rife; fu thai it 

* is my labour, iny diligence and induflry that 
4 raifcth the tythc, and in my power it is to 
4 make it lefs or more ; and fomctimc, yea of- 
4 ten it falls out, that the tyihe of corn is thrice 
4 more worth than the yearly value of the land 
4 on which it grows; and herein tythc of corn 
4 is far more hard and unequal than per Tonal 
4 tythes; for the one pays but a tenth, all 
4 charges deducted ; the other pays the tenth 
4 of charges and all/ 

' Mine anccflor could not charge me with 

4 that which doth not accrue by rcafon of 

3 ' that 
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that which I have from him ; nor am I bound 
becaofe mine anccftor left me land, to pay 
tythe, which is not paid by reafon of the land, 
but of the increafe, onto which I am no more 
tied by law, than he is who hath increafed 
without land. If I have land and no increafe, 
I pay no tythes. If I have increafe, though 
no land, I ought by law to pay tythes. If I 
hufband my land fo that the increafe is not 
to be fevered, no tythe can be recovered of 
me ; and therefore if I pafture my land, no 
tythe (hall be paid for thegrafs which is eaten 
unfevered, but only a rate tytht for that which 
doth departure on it ; which makes it plain 
that tythe is not paid by the reafon of the 
land, but of the flock; and, in that alfo it 
lies in my power to make the tythe much, 
little, or nothing; if I plough, and fow 
corn, the tenth part of the increafe is ge- 
nerally more worth than the land on which 
it grows, which comes not by the land that 
defcends from the anceftor, but becaufe of 
the increafe won with the great charge, in- 
duftry, and labour of the hufbandman. If 
I pafture my ground with (heep that yield 
a fleece, the tythe will be confidcrable, 
though not fo much as by corn. If I pafture 
with cows or breeding-cattle, a much left 
tythe is paid : and if I eat up the pafture by 
horfes or barren cattle, a fmall and incon- 
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'• fiderable rate if only requited* though In 
4 few pUcef of the nation would that here been 
< recovered in the timet when frpijb laws were 
« at grcatcft height. But if I plant wood, 

• and let it ftand for timber; or, if I florc 

• my land with bcafts which be firm nsturJ, 
' wherein there it no perfonal property* no 

• tythea (ball be paid ; or, if I will let my 
4 land lie wafte, (which may be fnppofed, be* 

• caufe it may be done) or will eat ay mea- 

• dow or corn {landing, no ty the can be rcquir. 

• ed. All thefc inflancet manifeft that tyihe 
4 fllll hath relation to the flock and perfboal 
' eftatc, and not to the land \ and b paid by 
' the rcafon of the flock, and not of the land. 
4 And (o no anccflor could lay and perpetuate 
4 fuch a charge at tythc upon it, nor could he 

• bind his fucceffor to pay it* If by my ao- 
4 ceflor I am bound to pay tythc rathna tnw 
9 ra % or in consideration of the land which 

• he leaves mc, to what value mult it be off 
4 I may yearly pay more tythc than the land 
4 he leaves me is worth: if I keep it in 
9 tillage, and if 1 paflurc it I need not pay the 
1 twentieth part. Have I not herein (wiih- 
4 out fraud to my anccflor) power to pay 
4 him much or little ? How then it tythe 

• like a rent cettain (which is by fome ob- 
4 jefted ?) If tyihrri were paid by realon of 
4 the land, furely there is moA rcafoo, that 

4 the 
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' the fenth part of the grafs renewing upon 
4 all pafture grounds fhould be paid; for the 
•land (till brings that with it; and, it is 

* eafily dividable by rent, or let by month. 

* Jf another hath as good right to the tenth 

* part of the increafe, as the owner hath to 

* the nine ■ why cannot he take it with- 

* out the owner's fetting it out, or recover 

* it by action of debt or trefpafs ? I3ut it 
4 is clear there is no title till it be fct forth ; 
4 and then, if the owner of the land carry 
« it away, an aftion of trefpafs lies, becaufc 
4 he had fet it out, and given it to another, 
4 and fo altered his property, as one man 
€ doth by marking his cattle for another man ; 

* and therefore it is, that the law which coni- 
4 mands tythes, doth not give power to any 
4 one to take the tythe, becaufc he had ih> 
' title, but enjoins the owner to fet it forth ; 
4 and in fo doing to make it another's ly 
4 bis own anfini. If any man claims tythes 
4 by my anccftor's gifr, may I not afk him, 

* to whom, or for what my nnceflor g?ve 
'them? And, it h plain bc>cnd dvxbl, thnt 

* all thofe gifts of land or tjthe in A/.'.. 7/ 
4 (Once Aujiin the monk planted the fo;iJb 
1 faith, and preached up the new payment 
4 of tythes) were yven to foj-ifi priefts, for 
4 faying prayers for the fouls of the rivers 
4 and their deceafed anceftois, as eld confe- 

V O L. II. K * tvttCuftVt 
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* crations do wirncfs : and therefore in reafon> 

* if the confideration and fervice be ceafed, 

* fo ought alfo the wages ; for do man ia 
4 law or equity ought to claim wages, when he 
■* will not do the work for which it was given ^ 

* and feeing thefe popiJJj priefts and prayers 
4 are laid afide, the gift (if any fuch were, 
4 and could be binding) ought to return to 
4 the donor; and may not, without his confent, 
4 be perverted to another ufe. - 

• But fome object (as the country parfon hath* 
4 done in his pi a) that 

When I or my -anceftor bought the land^ jk 
was fold cheaper J^becaufe it was fuppofd t 
*agbt to pay tyibe) than 1 or my anejhr couF^, 
have bought j neb la *d as was kn:wn /; U tythc^ 
free ; and .therefore, hiving a cheaper bargai "^ 
1 am found in equity to [ay tytbe. 

I anfwer, 

4 That, I have already proved all land is 

* tythe free ; and that the charge of tythe is 
4 upon the flock and perfonal efface, and not 
4 upon the land- And, the ftrength of th'u 
4 objection lies in comparing thofe who pay 

* tythes, with thofe who are free Thofe who 
4 buy lands (, Lie free are eafed of this opprcf- 
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* fion, and are in no hazard : and, though all 

* others ought to be fo, yet it being a quc- 
< ftion, whether they can cafe themfe'ves cf 

* the burthen, they buy under a hazard, and 
4 are fu!7Je& to fuch a charge. But it they 

* caft off the yoke, they get but ub-t is t'eir 

* oivn\ and facing we have denied the fife's 

* authority and fupremacy, we may, fo foon as 

* we can, wholly caft off the burden which he 
' laid onus: and thus, he that buys lands 
4 in the years of tiouble and heavy taxes 
1 may, perhaps, buy much cheaper than when 

* none or little is paid : fha'l he therefore be 

* required to pay taxes when others are di(- 

* -charged ? Or, fhall he that bought cheap 

* pennyworths on the borders between Eng- 
/ land and Si ot land, when thofe parts v.cre in- 

* fefled with mfi-tro-per^ always pay tribute 

* to thieves and robber* ? We buught land 

* "when the pope's yoke was i;pon our necks; 

* and if we caft it from us. we may by as 

* good reafon be eafed cf cur ty tries, as they 

* of their taxes. But if I bought it cheaper^ 

* what is that to the ftate or the priell V 

This is the Quaker's defence againft the 
charge of fitting u;> a tit.e en the plea cf con* 
fit nee to anothtr nan's tflate\ wherein he 
proves, that his tenth, which the parfon claims 
ia the produce of land, h neither his i:j:ht 
i. 1 
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by any condition annexed to the inheritance 
nor by any confideration allowed in the pur- 
cbafe ; that neither the donor of the land 
gave, or could give it ; and that neither con* 
fcicncc nor equity can require the Quaker to 
pay it. 

The qncflion will then depend upon the 
judgment of the legiftative power; and we are 
flill in the proper method of debating, what 
incafurcs the lcgiflativc ought to prefer i be, be- 
tween the parfon and the Quaker in the cafi / 
tytkts. 

We arc told upon this footin/r of the judg- 
ment of tbc lcgiflativc power, and with fomtf 
air of uiumph, that pcrfonr. withholding rythes 
arc flilccl nil'lijp'Jal fnfon-, 27 Ilm. Vfll. 
?iot irfrirdir.v tlrlr dvtiri to (?od and tic //'»j f 
-p. Urn. V I II. and a fling of an //.% godly f:j vet ft 
will aud mini: to which the farjm mi^lit 
linvc added, moved and jt> In ,rri / y tie in /I -g atio 1 

of the d vil : it would have made the 

fame imprrfli >n '.11 the c wmvr. rf (rrc/.t />:- 
tain, I)' fore v. hom he if. pk,i"ing; and, it 
would h ivc !" '..is .1". full an anfwir to the charge 
u p < n 1 1 . c ( K- 1 1 » y of a: fit rf/ion 9 a vurii t and in* 
;if!:i.c in tbc:> J*i*ls J r r /; /• c. 

The 
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The words perverfe, ungodly > un dutiful to 
God and the king^ prove nothing but that the 
priefts, who had power to obtain a pcnalftatute, 
had leave to call people names in the preamble 
to it. But 

If it be urged as the fenfc of thofc times 
concerning non-payment of tythe, will the par~ 
Jon allow me to cite other ftatutes, made about 
the fame time, as the fenfe of the law- makers.* 
vpon other ecclefiaftical pretentions \ 

I fear, the fenfe of parliament hath very 
little weight with the clergy, when it is not on 
the fide of their ambition ; and therefore I may 
not perhaps hold it conclufive, when, influenced 
by their ungodly management, it lets them loofe 
to defame and damn their enemies, as enemies to 
God and the king. 

The ftatute of the firft year of Edward VI.. 
tap. 2 

SDfclatresf, 

* That elections of archbiftiops and birtiops, , 
( by deans and chapters, are as well to the 
* long delay, as to the great colts and charges 
1 of fuch perfons whom the king gives zxs^ 
K 3 * vtO&- 
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• nrchniflmprirk or lii(lic«prirk unto, mid ilut 
1 the fiikl clcfli»»n« be hi vnty drtd m rite 
*/>«;, I)iit only by n writ of CONG It 

• U'KLIK K have in'ot.r 1 * fluttUw\ % or /W- 
4 tcncii tf eUtiii-m, fnrhz ntvtvihiltfi to ni 
4 /"7"/'» :l,,, l fr'i'iiiinj' ;il(-i (hioj'.itgiy to the 

• kings prerogative ioy.il.' 



This n/> of paili-.inuit, though nor liclJ 
at prrf< ni to lie in f«>nr, doth mtninly hVw 
the /#>;//• ^/"^wr annji.ii on the: fubja.1 of eledt- 
iuj; billions. 

Will the flrrfjy allow ns to (peak of their 
frttnid d "VC\\'i\v\ of liiflioj^ in the term* of 

lh;r, aft of p;itli;ini''iit ? No it is a/riiiuft 

r'iviii': lijoit. If th'-n thry \fj|| not nllow the 
i>/':!ut '.n 'f Lijlo!'. Jo bi: r i - - - 1 down, lo ibr 
[•■•f-i": of a l:"/i!!.v!': in I'.du ard VPs lirnr, 
•vi!l ih'.y »i': ' v : y man down, //i //* equity tf 
t)!h , to iK- pr'.faf.cr of a law made in llenrj 
V.'Ij '-. \\n\i ? 

[ T:«if! ir; «hc ? i-hr of an £'£ /# fubjetr, 
tr i ■*•• 0- -i ! ! r..t br retrained, from a Jarflcr 
o/: ; . *•■'.!■■ ,*; of f > rnpor un* an aff^r, avi 

!>..' :*•! T ' : ri ,-y fo (\ry\ or the k;nfc 

f^.' l -/;:- r 'i,-! f-..- ", , ."^rf.- •Vxn 
«v r «?jf.rc.-.c5 of f'-r.';.:. =:..'; ;i. v.s Ar'fiir of 
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I reverence an a& of parliament as much 
as any man living. It is the acl of that power 
which we are all bound to truft and obey. 
But I am not fo far concluded by an act of 
parliament, that I ought either to believe im- 
plicit i whatever it declares, or not to follkit 
the repeal of what it may ena£t. 

And, I cannot but obferve, 

I. That when Henry VIII. unravelling his 
own reformation, went retrograde into the 
word meafares of popery, he paft the aft rf 
the fix articles in his 31ft year, wherein he 
tftab.Mbed curicuLr co-fijpn and tr-Pjuljlu,*- 
tiation. And 

%. That in the next year he part the ace for 
the payment of tytbes y wherein is the famous 
cxpreffion of perfons not regarding their dut'ut 
fo God and the king. 

If therefore tythes, tranful ftantiatlor^ and 
auricular confi/fion, are of the fame growth and 
family, we fliall find that the fame reafonir^j 
from ads of parliament, which makes the pay- 
ment of tytbes z DUTY to God and the kin^ 
by the ftatute of 32 Hen. VIII. would as for- 
cibly prove tratfub/lantiation&nd awicular caa- 
K 4 f 2v^ 
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ftfjion to be articles of faith fit for a chnflhtt 
to believe in, becaufe they arc (o declared, 
by the ftatute of 31 Hen. VIII. which impofed 
thofe fix I body att'ulcs famous in the flory of 
thofc times. And, 

To fay that the aft of the fix articlrt if 
repealed, but that the tythe ail is ftili in 
force, would make the matter infinitely ridi- 
culous ; for 

This would fuppofc that our dutyuGod % or 
our faith in Cbnjl % depends altogether 00 the 
exigences and duration of a£ls of parliaments 
So that it may be a duty to God, or not a duty 

to God 1 an orthodox crtrd, or not an ortbod** 
cried) as different parliaments happen to be of 
diflcient opinions. 

If the country parfon Is difplcafed, that fuch 
nl>fui ili tics flioulJ be laid at his door, he 
fl.odl.l he Uf, furwsrd to prefs the fenfe of our 
MiC'ftois, and authorities out of the ftatute 
lxx/lcr, in prooi el fuch points Sksd,ties to G m d % 
whetcin every man m:ty tal;c the bible and his 
own co:ifcicncc to be fafer guides than any aft 
of pailtamcnr. 

If he is difplcafr.l % that the fenfe of our 

anctflors, and authorities out of the ftatute 

books 
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books (hould be urged in fupport of the rights ■■ 
of the laity againflr the ufurpations of the 
clergy, I muft tell him, that to proteft the 
people from injuftice, is the proper <and eflen- 
tial care of parliament, but that to define 
dutits to God, is beyond the bounds of human 
authority; and though parliaments may fpe- 
cify what doclrines clergymen (hall teach, yet ■ 
they cannot require any man to believe them, 
becaufe though the parfon is the fervent of the 
legiflative power, yet every man is mafler of hit • 
own conference* 

Our duty to God 9 as to the payment of 
tythes is therefore in every refpect as queftion- 
able, and as confdentioufly to be denied, as if ." 
thofe laws had never been ena&ed, And, 

The payment of tythes, as a duty to God, . 
being, denied by the quakers, and byalmoft all i 
other men j 

The common good can be the only juftifiable .■ 
reafon fur impofing it as a common charge. 

Thus, we are once more in the cafe^ where' - 
we ought to be, of debating the merits of this * 
bill upon the principlcs-of public juftice. 
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The people called Raters who are moft 
oppreffed by fuits for tythe, apply for the bet- 
ter regulation of fuch fuits, that they may be 
lefs opprefled by them. 

As a people profeiling the religion x>fCbri/l 9 
they cannot pay tythes or wages to- the clergy^ 
becaufe they believe in their confidences tha. -n 
drift abjliftied tythes, and forbid the pay 
ment of wages to the priefthood. 

If they are in an error, it is the error cz^. 
their confidences, and they ought not to t^S 
^unifhed for it. But, 

As fubje&s profeffing a datifal obedience 
to the government under which they live, xhef 
yield according to the Gofpel of Chrijl % fub- 
miffion to the civil magiftrate, and what -he 
trices from them, for the maintenance of the 
clergy, they patiently acquiefce in ; 

They make no refinance to the officer who- 
diArains their goods for tythe. And, 

Can any thing be more reafonable, than to- 
appoint an officer, who (hall at their charge f«t 
out the tythe, when it is due in kind, or levy 
it, when it ought to be paid in money ? Or, 

7 C»: 
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Can- any thing be more unreasonable, than 
to authorize the parfon to fue the Quaker, 
not only for the tythe, but for three tin.es the 
value, becaufe. he hath not Jet it out, when he 
is difabled by his conference, and when any 
other man may be appointed by law to fa • 
it out for him ? 

We are tola by the country farfon, that- 
every wife clergyman, for his own fake, and' 
every g&od clergyman, for his neighbour's 
fake, will take the eafy aad cheap method', 
which is left to his option by former afts of par- 
liament ; and j 

Therefore, it Is inferred, the legiflaturc 
ought not to tie the clergy down, to this safy. 
and chenp method, becaufe the wifeft and belt 
of them already ufc it for their own fake, and< 
tbeir neighbours. But, 

If the wife/? and brj? ufc it of choice, this 
-will be an argument, that the unra/onahlt andi 
ut.jfj? (hould be icAraincd to it. For,. 

Are the fubjefts of England to have no- 
better fecurlty againA opprejflion, than the v*f- 
-damaod goodnefs of the clergy ? Or, 

K. 6 OmjBp?l\ 
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Ought the clergy to be trufted with a pow 
which, according to the parfon's confeffi< 
neither a wife clergyman nor a good clergya 
can ufe, without mifchief either to himfelf 
his neighbour ? 

Where the power cf oppreffion is, a&s 
oppreffion will undoubtedly be. No chun 
no (late, no body of men ever had this pov 
but they ufed it. An 4, 

Whoever gives an authority to opprefs, 
the author of oppreffion. 

This truth, which is written in charaft 
of blood in all the hiftories of mankind, is n 
fon and evidence to juftify a bill which reftra 
an oppreffive power in the church : . • 

A reafon (o convincing, an evidence 
clear, as makes it trifling with the jujlice of pi 
liament, when the clergy demand proof tl 
they do opprefs, whilft every man who hi 
eyes muft fee that they may opprefs. 

If iney may many of them will : but, 

If they may not none of them can comi 
oppreffion." And, 
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If they have not oppreffcd by that power 
whereby they may opprefs ; yet, it is incumbent 
on the juftice of an houfe of commons to reftrain 
fuch opprejjive power. Becaufe, 

It is more the duty of parliament to pre- 
vent grievances than it is to redrefs them ; 
it is more companionate to fave men from 
injuftice than to relieve them under it; it is 
an happier effeft of law to prefervc property 
than to repair it ; it is a nobler q& of juftice 
to reftrain 4 crime than to punifh it; and it is 
a more perfect' conftitution of government, 
under which oppreffion is not practicable, 
than that under which it is praftifed, and may 
&*puni(hed. 

By a paper which I have fecn, in the 
hands of Gentlemen (flnce this bill hath been 
depending) entitled An account of frofecutions 
fff the people called Quakers in the fveral 
courts^ fince the feventh and eighth of king 
William the third* Anno 1O96, when the 
Affirmation -Aft was obtained, which gavet 
ju dices of the peace power to judge of tythe 
demanded under the value of ten pounds 5 

It appears that there have been, 
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The 'Ji«i:ik'-i» :i'l'.l, that * they arc very 
imi' r ifr7t at to the whole immhcr of fuiu 
hroiijihr, iKfaufT f^vcrat tiuif tj fuch fuitiweic 
made an ' ij'I of in the country, and no ac- 
count |{'vni of ih'-ifi to thrii mrethiy *f J»jf"- 
iny\ \ .ni'l ffj^ilty fifii'-i, V/lir.n flleij'h WffC 
did !i:iij»'-'I fr'iin i'ripiif'irifri'-rif^ Lynftifw if- 
liff fif nifnhh-ni tlrhtt.fi § lljrir y/CfC li'j .'iC- 
C.oillit jmV'-ii ; aii'l, the like: fMii.irnf y offil 
Ii:i|)|)'-r.'-'l, v/lr II thtll' t cl.'ltlOfi'* p.ti'l to IC- 
l';afr. thrill out of J'/mJ.' 

Th'-.y alle-h/-, ' 'J h:it f lir: oVrnwh f>i 
tyhe I; iv' l»''Mi mniim-i ;i!j!':, wiiliin f«*r ?y 
y;ift |j.iil ; hut »!»••» lir: iialuie of \ % uz 
niof" iifi'iiis-,, :m«l fiiur: h-vi'-'I \>'j fl.crji rrny 
I,*- jii'lj'/vi of, ili'-y h-ive » ollr^le'l folly four 
r.-if'-j^ wli'-i*: ih': 'h iri:ni'!vaifiouiii to I'rlH L 3 •- 
i; //. and ih r ; luin: levic 1 to z/5//. o 1. to*/. 

'Obi 
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* One Tfaac Averil was profccuted three 
4 feveral times for three feveral fums amount- 
c ing to 19 /. foe which, he had taken from him 

* 187/. 1,0 s. m 

' There was one friend a prifoner ten years 

4 for forty (hillings, 

« Another, a prifoner four years for one 

* (hilling.. 

c Two were prifoners five years for twenty 
4 /hillings. 

( One was a prifoner nine years for fxnall 
«■ tythe. 

* One was a- prifoner^* years for four pounds 
4 ten fallings. 

* They find'an account of fifteen perfons pro* 
"- fee u ted for above ten pounds each ; 

x *■ The demands on the whole fifteen being 
' 31 3 A ys.bd. there was taken from them for 
4 that demand 1068 /. 7 /• 4 d< 2 q. 

4 They further fpecify the names of the fol- 
f- lowing pcrfoas with the tythe demanded under 
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« thi value ofunpwndt* and the Aim levied on 
* on account thereof, viz. 

I- '• *• r. s. d. 

James Haviland — 8 go o 6i oo o 

Thomas Strong ■ I 1 6 ' 5 1 1 6 

Richard Cafe »■ 013 o 3711 6 

Thmas J)rapo* 4 10 1 50 00 o 

.R*^// Ihlliday O 11 6 60 co 

//*«ry //^/# . ' 146" 30 co . 

y^z/jr Williams 2 00 o 30 00 o 

JohnTaylor 1 g » 44 18 

Alexander Mure 36 15 n 87 16 1 1 

Jeremiah Ellis • g 1 00 o 44 OO o 

George BevuLy '» 3 10 O 3 y? 10 

Stfw.ri///;andr/^irrii/rS3 a 8 * 7; 16 

William Peat fan }j o 1 ;j o !.' 1 9 1 6 

'Jonathan Peejily —*7 O o 23/ 5 

Dvn'ul lVilliam\ s 1 6 100 o 







Thomas Ellwo'jd O 12 O 24 7 ft 

Ahaham liuit't field — # o o 90 q f } 

Ryur Jenkins O 14' 6 £4 10 6 

Hi hard Allen 1156 fco 

Th'itn t\ *Jrnkin~\ — — I 5 o 67 I j o 

"John T,wnjhefid ~ — 4 00 o 77 J 4 O 

/''run J; Chair mun—— 7 16 o / 4 '-> O 



£0 1 4 i^','4 6 u 

Thii h a fpctificaiion of fuits, which ihe 
ctwtry pa Jw and hb colleagues complain of, 

*4 
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as omitted in the cafe cf the fakers. I am 
told, that the rcgifters of their meeting of fuf- 
firings have recorded the cafes at targe, and 
that they will inform any gentleman of the par- 
ticulars of their hardships ; which I mention, 
becaufe, having no acquaintance amongft them, 
I am without fuller information myfclf, nor 
have I applied, where, I believe, I could not be 
rcfufed 5 becaufe, if I knew the cxaficft ftate of 
every cafe, it could not be difcourfed of within 
the extent of thefe papers. 

The number ef fuits herein Specified, the 
frifinersy the dt/hejis 9 and the immenfe dis- 
parity between the demand and fum exalted 
in fuits for tythe, mud raife abhorrence in 
any companionate mind. The {ingle article 
of ONE HUNDRED POUNDStakea 
for eighteen pence would be juft provocation* 
for abolilhing all the tythes of the clergy, 
if their fuits could not be carried on in more 
humane methods. Such an inftance of op- 
preffion in any civil concern would raife a* 
infurre&ioQ : and, that men endure it from 
their Spiritual guides, (hews the univerfal pat 
fion for an intereft in another world ; though, 
the utmoft force of imagination cannot paint 
an HELL more terrible to our fears, than 
w)iat the cruelty of the clergy daily fets before 
our fcyes. V 



Vv 
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In eleven hundred And fifty three ful' •: they 
made two hundred and ninty two prifo »us S 
in fifteen fuits where the claims nmonnted to 
313/. they cxaftcd 1068/. which wa* at 
the rate of o*e bundled pounds for lefs than 
thirty pounds; in forty-four fuits where the 
claimi amounted ro 188/. they cxaftcd 2252!. 
which was at the rate of one lundr,d pounds 
for little more than 8/. and. in twenty-two 
fuits where the claim* amounted to 66/. 
they exaftcd 1484/ which wa* the rate of 
wn§ hundred pounds for loft than four ptunit 
ten ftillmg . Or if wc rake thefe eighty ono 
fairs all together, the Aims demanded make 
567/. which complied with 4R01A the tMul 
fu in taken, is in the proportion of we hundred 
pounds levied, for every fum of tlevcn punie 
fivt Jhillingt demanded. 

Compute the medium of the charge in any 
manner it is menflrous and enormous* Suiil 
attended with [tub cojlt arc a fcandal on the 
jjuftice of the kingdom, not to mention the 
profiflion of the p.ofpcl. And therefore this 
bill* whi<h is ficfifrricd to fhortcn fuits and 
limit cod", will vindicate the laws as much as i! 
will cafe the people. 



I 
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I perfectly agree with the country parfin in 
1 this fie*i * That to fecure property is one 
4 main end of government, and that therefore 

* all opini*>s, all prattler* hconfirtcnt with the 

* prefer vation of property, arc alfo in<.oiifi(tcnt 

* with government and fociety.' 

No man can be more tender of property 
than I have ever been, and always fhall be. But 
I think, that the laity have a property in their 
goods; as well as the clergy in lythc \ 

Tbat nino parti in ten are a more valuable 
property than afmgle ttnth can pretend to be \ 

That the property of a tenth ou«ht not to 
devour the property of all tot o.htr nins -, 

And, that it is deftrtiltive of all property to 
\tiy four thiu[and eiebt hundrtd awl four prundt 
on the laity, where the fum of 567 /. is the 
whole demand of the clergy. 

The country parfon hath a conceit, that this 

bill if the only inflancc of an application to 

any government in the known woild, to cMin- 

ttnancc an opinio 1 defliuflivc to the propeity 

^ff any of the fubjefts. 

Bui 
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Hut finely, if it be his conception, he h 
wrong, vniu, und UJiwanamablc. 

That lands held in mvtm<tin % or fh.it the 
ll.ignation of property in dead hands, is con- 
trary to the flood of the liiifidi'tn, I1.11I1 htm 
ff lie opinion o\ our parliament':, and (he piiiifiple 
of our /w«, ever fiwc 1 he foundation of thii 
government, however ddrruflivc it mud be to 
What iburcbmtn call thtii property. 

But further, that the Qujkori hold the main- 
tenance of the clergy to be antichrlfllan tod 
unrcafoaable, is faft ; for, 

That any felt mould account it a fufliucr.t 
charge upon them to maintain their own teacher*, 

is but rcafun : 

And that the Quakers, who pay nothing 
at all to their crjvn trachcr?,, fhould be oblig- 
ed to maintain the readier* of any other (eft, 
is to them not only an hardfhip, but an aLo* 
urination. 

Now this which feri'h to la*'** a-uuy ffcs 
Tr.:«:iVT.Wi of •!.'■ p. ;*frhv/d rr.v. v, a p-.rfon 
fv.m v-rv naturally deftruftivs of u//tf/ hi taAi 

Ilecaafe 
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Becaefe the Quaker withholds the t.nth 
which the law gives the parfon a title to, fhall 
he take the other nine which the law can give 
him no title to ? And, by reafon of a claim of 
567 /. confume four thou/and eight hundred 
and four pounds of the Quaker's fubftance ? 
And, more prodigious ! fhall he take an hundred 
founds for eighteen pence ? 

I envy the clergy no maintenance which 
the law gives, or can give them; but, the 
maintenance of the priefthood ought not to 
devour the fubftance of the whole people, 
like the ears of corn in PHARAOH's 
DREAM, that fprung up wither ed, thin, 
and hlafted with the eaft wind \ and devoured the 
ears that were full and good. 

I have not contended either for taking 
away, or for making left, that maintenance , 
which the law allows them. But I have 
always been of opinion, that to afk it from the 
good-will of fociety, and to take it without 
cruelty or oppreffion, will more firmly eftablifh 
their revenues than the moft arrogant claims of 
divine right , or the moft rigorous meafu res of 
ecclefiaftical tyranny. 

I firmly believe, that to feck for no more 
than their due, would be the fureft means of al- 
ways receiving their due 5 



\\3B& 
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T have ever obfi-rved, that the more they 
talk of their privileges, the left other people 
think of them : 

And> whatever Ityht I may Aand in wi'h 
the Tiver.m o'd* % I btiievc, I am a better 
fri<n<l to the'u intercity than many of them- 
ff !v#.& ran pirtrinl to he; for thy would main* 
t;>in th.it rxoi liiiant tj fur pat ion of power, which 
?h/-y cannot make life of without makic;; tliirn* 
<f I vpij innfl u!i us; whereas, I would ////*/.// 
//vn from hinting their (.riling, or the caufc of 
religion, by tyranny 01 by injnflice. 

I am of opinion, that if the church flu!! on 
cvciy (cahori oppofc iifrlf to thr Ion I t m- 
fliitii */ th.: !ati'l) and prif»/i in thefe ohftina:e 
claims of power,, loo h'-.ivy in b'; bori,'-, ?hc 
th'ip.y v.P ii;.i':e the canfc of rhc rhuri h fw h 
a load upon i: { . fii'-nds, tli-it the toirrn? *\ 
public. /'.■(' rjVn'fjt vi I It fbon;i'i tb.:n a'.y 
Iiiiuf Mr-i ran (bin . fh<: pafhoir. of maiii'md w\- 
leafonably piovokeJ, will nut b'-rif.ly ,i| p» -.i ,'•;•.!, 
and thonfiii ;i //;/</// jmtifue mijdjf l,.iV c«;n- 
tififd rvu-y on*- in th'- b' f "ihi,in;j, yet when 
popu ar :'*',><■ »; iii'i far irr tiifed» a gual em 
will not Iam... j in (he ui.l. 



No* bin j 
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Nothing fo much calms and f.v:ctcns man- 
kind, as the frank redicfs of a < /ing grie- 
vance. Any fingle hardfhip gtncroufh '.j'.cn 
away, difpofes the bulk of mankind rocmluic 
a thoufand ; they are fubdued by gorrlc.'jfs 
and mercy, but grow refliff and head-it. oug 
under opprcflion. 

In all focictics and flatcs, it is fcen from 
the farijb pjt'c/I to the prince and rulrr of the 
country, that he who ades with the greateft 
moderation, is paid with the greateft libe- 
rality. 

I am therefore moft dear, that the country 
Tar Jon i, an enemy to the intereft of his order, 
by obftinately oppofing that eafe which the peo- 
ple aggrieved by tyihe are likely to obtain by 
•this bill. 

4 He fays, indeed, that paffing this bill in 
•compliance to the obfiinatc Quakers, will 

* make them be efteemed as confcfLrs, who by 

* their ftcadinefs have made the law p>ve way, 
4 and exalted their mifguided confeitnees above 

* the property of their fellow- fubjccls.' But, , 

May it not be faid with greater truth ? 
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That rejecting this bill, In compliance to 
the obftinate clergy, will make them be confi- 
dcrcd as a a dead weight upon tbt conftituti$n\ 
which, by its continual obftruction, keeps 
common jufticc at a ftand, and exalts the am- 
bition of churchmen above the rights of their 
fcllow-fubjecls. 

Is any property in the kingdom facred from 
regulation befides theirs ? or, is it fit that any 
fhould be ? 

Hath not the wifdom of parliament provi- 
ded laws, fur the limitation cf Juits % and for 
the prevention oi/rivJout and vexatious arre/ii? 

Have not adh been made, to regulate the 
couits, and officer:-, of juflice, to difchargc pri- 
foners for debr, and to reform the fjaob ? 
Yet, 

Did any man oppofc thefe afts by claims 
of Lirt' tie! t\\\ the law, and iufoleiit demands of 
prcj.rr /y,.v, if t!ie law could (bud in obftriKtion 
to pni li.: juflice, or property in any one be a 
s'c~if-'ij for the opprcllion of all ? 

To adjuft the bounds of property, and to 
trial.c the power of cveiy fubjeft compatible 

with 
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with the fafety of all the reft, are the highcft 
ends of government : 

And therefore all opinion 5, all pm Slices 9 
which tend to the exemption of any order of 
men from public enquiry, or pub!:; j'iKice, 
are utterly inconfiftent with government and 
fociety. 

If an order of men have advantages from 
law, which arc inconfiftent wkh juItLc, otu*Iit 
not the law to give way f..r 1! c free courfe 
of juflice? Or ouj-ht the Icijuillv: pomcr to 
exirt in vain ? 

Ts it to be a powjr, w!:'ch, in any cafb 
having been mif^uldcd to oppix-fs, fnMl for 
ever rcrr.ain without capacity to riHit the in- 
jured fubject ? 

If arguments of thi; fort had prevailed with 
our fathers, we fhould have continued, as ab- 
fiilutc bigots and Saves to the church, at this 
hour, as our fdLiu cbrij turns arc in luuy aad 

» 

If arguments of this fort prevail for t!.s 
time to coine, wc flull never be allowed to 
repeal or amend any law ber.cfeial v* the 
pricfthood, however [/uvov.s to i\>z v^-v^ 
■• VOL. II. L Vw^Ji 
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fince^ the priefts claim a birthright in Ai 
law, to bound the legiflative power. Bat, 

The bill ought to pafs, were it only for 
the fake of an example, that it is Hot in 
the power of a mitred do8or % by his Jetttrs 
mijjtve ftirring up petitions from every diocefe* 
to intimidate an houfe of commons in a matter 
of this high concern to the juftice of th^ 
kingdom. 

If fuch arts are fuccefsftil to encreafe th^ 
lOq/le paper on the clerks table, I hope, a body* 
of Englijh gentlemen will never weigh petitions 
in quantity again ft any bill whatever ; efpeciallyS 
bills for the reformation of the church, again!* 
which, they are certain of having as manji 
remonftrances as there are deaneries, arch- 
deaconries, chapters, colleges, or ecclefiaflicaJ 
precincls in England, Walei, and the town o* 
Berwick upon Tweed. 

Another reafon that the bill (hould pa&, 
is, that // it pafs, the clergy are deftrous te 
have it made general. 

This feems to be the only equitable pro- 
pofition in the country parfon's plea ; though 
I have been told, that his brethren wifely 
hope to defeat the bill, by extending the be- 
nefit 



*HtlO*LTH0D0XYjbaken. 219 

nefic of it to ALL the ptople of England/ 
But, 

I cannot believe, that any man living will 
diflike a bill, becaufe be and his friends are 
to (hare the good effe&s of it, as well as the 
people called junkers. 

Nor, will I imagine, that any fet of me* 
can be fo fimple, as to be againft this aft 
fcr the eafe of the Quakers, on account of 
its being fo highly expedient for every one 
clfe. 

I am exceedingly defirous that it may be 
made general ; and that the Committee of the 
whole boufe may fecure not only the Quakers*, 
but the whole people of England from ecclefi- 
aftical oppreffion. Yet, 

If it (hould pafs confined to the Quaker* 
only, (which I am credibly informed that peo- 
ple do not defire;) 

It (hall neverthelefs have my hearty con- 
currence. 

Becaufe, when a law is obtained of fo 
much good to one part of the fubje&s, it will 
La \* 
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be more eafy to procure the like relief for all 
the reft ; and, 

An houfe of commons will have this aft 
of indulgence to build uptan, as the foundation 
of univerfal liberty. For this reafon, 

We ought to favour the Quakers as the 
fir ft movers in the taufe of lUcrty, and notwith- 
ftanding the unhand fome and unwarrantable 
language which fome of the clergy beftow upon 
this innocent people, 

I will fay what my experience of them 
can juflify, (nor was I without a full know- 
ledge of them in the former part of my life 5) 

They dcferve proteflion and indulgence as 
much as any part of his majcfty's fubjelts: 

They are unqueftionably attached to the 
fucccftion in his frotcjiant royal family, and 
zealous in promoting the felicity of his reign : 

They are naturally interefted in the liberties 
of England, as a people whofe religion can have 
no other refuge : 

They are univerfally employed in trade 
andinduftry; they have the fmalleft Dumber 

Of 



\ 
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of members either unprofitably rich, or mi- 
fcrably poor; and, they are the leafl: to be 
accufed of luxury ^ corruption, or LA W- 
SUITS of any fet of men in the kingdom. 

And, in juflice to their principles, 

I have ever thought their religion to be 
well deferving of countenance from a free and 
wife government. For, 

It tends to cftublifh no hierarchy, to mo- 
nopolize no property, to invert no lands in 
tifclefs or dangerous focietics, to form no inte- 
reft fjparate from the common good, to dendi 
no part of the people from natural in Ju.':ry, r. 'jV 
to enflavc any oiher part by bigoiry aii J I!;:, J 
dependence. 

If fome little fmgularity in their forms 
may occafion witlefs drollery on their per- 
fons, wife men will excufc them, from the 
good efll&s even of their mod rigid infti- 
tutions. For, 

I-y this means they prcfervc a modefty of 
apparel amor.gft their people, which no. Jump' 
tuary laws that have been made in England 
could produce amongit us; r.nd, a purity of 
manners, which fhews our reforming Juuue* 

L 3 » 
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to be as defpicable as they are ufelefs, c* 
worfc. 



If they are defcribed, by thofe that do 
not know ■ them, as Jliff and ungraceful iq 
their deportment, to far is it from being true, 
there are not any people in the world of 
more flowing affability, more focial kindnefs, 
and eafy humanity than many of the Qua- 
kers, who are taxed with ftiffuefs of beha- 
viour by the priefthood ; though there is not 
a day of fun-fhine, but the exprefi imag* of 
all priefl-eraft may be feen in St. JameCt 
Parky cloathed in church buckram, with that 
inf.Lnt gremace 9 and pmerlefs f<,rmclity y which 
would not lefs move the contempt of a Quaker, 
than the indignation of a gentleman. Laflly, 

If the Quakers are traduced, by a defaming 
parforty as not regarding the\r duties to G O D 
and the KING, becaufe they will not yield 
tythe to the clergy j 

It may for the conclufion of this dif- 
courfe, be juflly obferved in their favour \ 
that, 

i . As to their duty to almighty GOD, 

Not 
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^ot conceiving the clergy to have any right 
of maintenance from reafon or revelation, 
this people who do oot pay it, are juftified in 
rcfafing it. But, 

That the clergy, who whenever they ad- 
0ini(!er the gofpel by deputation, rarely give 
their fubftitute a better maintenance, than any 
gentleman gives to a lively fenant t 

Should tax the laity, and encumber the 
land, to be maintained in the luxury of lords, 
and the piide of fovereign princes: or, 

Should, in the inftance of every country 
farfoftj think it reafonable to demand in re* 
com pence for the curt of foul* > five times, nay 
frequently ten times, as much as any parfoa 
alive will pay their curate for difcharging the 
office in his (lead ; 

Ts fuch a contraction, fo full of enormity 
and impofture, as gives not only every 
Quaker, but every man caufe to conclude, 
that all of the profefGon afk more than any of 
them deferve, by their own rule of paying 
friefts wages. And, 

2. As to their duty to the KING, 

L4 ' *Nt 
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The Quakers never were queflioned, rill 
they were reflected on by this country parfin % 
wHofe loyalty perhaps wants a better argument, 
to convince the world of its fmcerity % than tbi f 
immoderate zeal for tythe : 

A per fori*, of whom it may be fairly faid, 
becaufe it is notprioufly true, 

That he had fo far abandoned the obli- 
. gation of his oaths, as to have no method 
of making the world fufpeft him of ordinary 
allegiances but by the raoft proflituU com\li» 
anccs: and, that he was a JACOBITE 
in all rr.cn's opinion, till, as the lowed im- 
plement and mod officious advocate of cor- 
ruptiw, he (hewed the ffLigrt, that, fervile 
by nature, and venal by profefiion, he could 
be the SLAVE of their power, though 
incapable of becoming a profelytc to their 
principles of liberty; and that, he could 
be reconciled to the pe>fins of the court, 
though not to the title of a protefltnt 
fucccflbr. 

From fuch a man, fuch a charge of not 
regarding duties to G O D and the KING, 

• The character of Dr. $lcrhck % then bifliof c*f 

S*i/ij!ury f late cf L«»j<£ru 
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ought to be confidered as pure defamation 
on the Quakers, proceeding from malevo- 
lence to the rights of all mankind. 

Tt can make no impreffion to their dis- 
advantage; 

And therefore I humbly hope, that the 
till /hall pa/s. 



'4 
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Adveritfetnehi.' ' lk 

'^^- • The , Hw&flbUi Auditory- before 
wbomthe following fcrmon was preached, 
having exprcficd their miflike, I never 
defigncd to jhayc had it printed: but 
fincc it' is ftolcn ' uhcorreiftly into the 
world, without my privity, I hope it 
w^ll not be imputed' ay a crime, that I 
amend the errata of the prefs. 

Will. Stumilns. 



THE 

E D I T Q R 

T O T.H E 

PR E A C H E R. 

SIR, 

SINCE the Printer informed me, that he 
will make a fecond impreffion of your 
fermon, I thought it might be fit to offer you 
fome fatisfa&ion for printing it without you£ 
confent. For although I was told, that you 
were obftinate in refufing to print it, yet I 
thought it might be ufeful to the public, and 
no ways diflerviccable to you to publifh it. 

Wherefore, having gotten a copy, I gave it 
to a printer, only with this charge, that he 
fliould make the impreffion as cheap as he 
could, for as I obfeived, that the preaching of 
it made you fome enemies, fo I concluded that 
the printing of it might gain you fome friends; 
becaufe the mifrcprcfentations which were 
given abroad concerning it would vauifti awa?;* 



tail 
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And at to the rtfltftU* which was made 
upon yqo by a fnppofitioos clergyman, I ap- 
peal to my Lord Archbtfhop of CanUrhrj, V 
he did not recdte (atisfadion from a worthy 
member of parliament, being a man of nn- 
fpotted reputation, that was obje&ed againft 
yoo by the rejUBn as to yoar flying from a 
fofpefted profecmion*, was wholly falfiuiA 

S I R, 

Iwijkjmwellf cuimjnaru &c 

• High-churchmen were (b snnch caftetstsl 
againft the author for thU difcourfe, that they raifcd 
and propagated a (hameful lie, of hit being obliged 
to fly from Brifttl for fodomy. 



TITUS III. i.* 

Put tbem in mind to be fubjeft to principalities 
and powers* to obey magi/lrates 9 and to b$ 
ready to every good work. 

TO understand the reafon of this, and 
fuch like admonitions, which fre- 
quently occur in the apoftle's writ- 
ings, two things may be premifed : 

I. That about the time of our Saviour 
Cfcrift, there arofe one Judas of Galilee (who 
b mentioned Afts v. 37.) preaching feditious 
do&rines to the people, and teaching, (as St. 
Jerom in his comment on my text obfenres,) 
That they ought to own no Sovereign Prince, 
but God alone : and if they paid their tythes 
to the prieft, they were difcharged from paying 
tribute to the emperor. And upon this ac- 
count it was (as St. Jerom believed) that the 
Phari/ees afked our Saviour that captious que- 
ftion, Is it lavoful to give tribute to Cafar, or no f 
Matth. xxii. 17. Now to this account Ana* 
ftafius Nicenus adds, that the followers of this 
Judas were very numerous, and called by the t 

* In the firft edition of this volume, I had the 
misfortune of printing the following difcourfe fact 
a very incomS copy ; but this n ^ni^twsx^ 
true Msid genuine copy of the author. 
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name of Galileans, and commonly looked upon 
as men ill affefted to the Reman government • 
particularly, becaufe, when they offered facri- 
fice, they refufed to make fupplication for the 
emperor and people of Rome; upon which 
account it is thought that Pilate, the Roman 
deputy of Judaa, came upon them wbijfi they 
"Mere facrificlng, and putting them to tJje /word, 
mingled their blood with the blood of the facrifices j 
as you may read, Luke xiii. 1. 

. And from hence it was, that our Saviour 
Chrift and his difciples were fufpe&ed of fa. 
vouring feditious do&rines, becaufe they came 
out of Galilee, as is obferved by St. Chryfojlom^ 
in his twenty-third homily on the Romans^ 
wherein he faith, that great reports were fpread 
abroad, as if the difciples were a fa£Hous t 
fedhious people, and defigning againft th c 
government. It muft alfo be confefled, that 
many of the Jews, who were converted to the 
chriftian faith, were not fufficiently refpedful 
to the higher powers which God's providence 
had fet over them : for which Mr. Calvin gives 
this reafon, Since the powers that were then in 
being oppofed themfelves to our Saviour Chrift, 
they thought them unworthy of refpedt and 
honour. 

Now what hath been faid concerning the 
Galilean perfuafion, &&ws the reafon why the 
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apoflles do fo frequently in their letters direft 
the chriflian churches to loyalty, or a due 
fubmiffion to magiftrates. 

1. To clear thcmfclves from the falfe and 
fcandalous imputation of having imbibed the 
doArine of Judas the Galilean. And, 

2. To undeceive all thofe that had beco 
perverted by that fcditious doctrine. 

II. The fecond thing I would premife, is, 
That about the time when St. Paul wrote this 
epiftlc, the people of Crete (which was Titus 
his diocefs) were unruly aud mutinous. Gro- 
tius fays, that they were always a faflious 
people ; and for that reafon St. Paul wrote to 
TttuSy their bifliop, to put than , in mind U be 
fubjefi to principalities and p.wers^ to obey m*gi- 
ftratesy and to be ready to every goo. I zvsrk. 

I. I (hall take occafion from hence, Firft, 
To make a juft comment upon the text. 

II. To fct forth the reafons and grounds 
upon which the apoftles founded their do&tinc 
of obedience to civil magiftrates. And, 

III. To apply thefe reafons in conjunflion 
with the occafion of this day's humiliation. 
And, 
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1. Firft, It may be obferved, that St. Paul 
doei not dircft Titus to teach the do£b inc of 
civil obedience ai a new thing, but only to 
rcfrcfli their memories therewith, /* put them 
in mind % &c. For men cannot be fuppofed 
ignorant of the abfolute neccflity of govern- 
ment, to the defence and (up port of fociciy; 
which were, in effect, to fuppofc, that 'twere 
better to lead the lives of beafts than ir.cn v 
and that the world were willing to lie under 
the continual calamity of war and oppreflioo, 
filled only with a rout of fools and madmen; 
Twcre to fuppofe every fiogle perfon willing 
to expofe htmfclf to the uncontrolled world, 
and bid defiance to the unbounded power, 
rage, and malice of mankind. We cannot but 
fee ourfclvcs linked together by common wann 
into public focietics, and that thefc foiicrirt 
cannot fubfift, unlcP; they are upheld by the 
power of government, whole wifdom ar«d 
juflicc mud appear by a due admin iff ration of 
good laws: and from hence we cannot but fee 
a neccflity of principalities and potters, of fupc- 
lior and inferior magijlratei^ without whom 
laws can be neither made nor executed. From 
whence 'tis very vifiblc, that fubjettion to a 
good government is at much our intcrcfl ai ic 
is our duty. 'I his was evident to the Pytha- 
gorean felt of old, who would not fuffcr the 
bJood of any ttcttuit \a\*ta^tataa&*fc % 
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bat yet allowed the (word of the magiftrate to 
cot off malefactors. 

The following words in my text, are, Prin- 
cipalities and Powers* Now the word in the 
original fignifying fomething which is prime 
and principal, muft denote the fapreme efla- 
bliflied power, from whence inferior authori- 
ties are derived, and is the fame wiih the 
hgher powers mentioned Rom. xiii. 1. But 
becaufe St. Paul fpeaks of principalities and 
powers in the plural number, 'tis likely that he 
alludes to the diflinflion (which was fo com- 
mon among the Romans) of the greater and 
lefler powers, the former of which, during trie 
JDOBRBonweakh, wenc the coafuls, pretors, And 
cenfors ; all which powers, in St. PauPs time, 
were veiled in the emperor, and made up the 
imperial dignity. The lefler powers were afl 
thofe derived from hence, and were fubordinate 
hereunto. And this diftinflion was fo nicely 
obferved among the Romans, that Julius Cafar 
puni(hed a tribune, becaufe he fuffered himfelf 
to be ftiled one of the higher powers. Sueton. 

But in the text it muft be obferved, that our 
obedience becomes due, not only to the fu- 
preme, but inferior authorities ; for the Cretans^ 
to whom Titus preached the gofpel, were part of 
a Roman province, governed by inferior offices* 
deputed from Rome, who were \hfc ib^b&ux** 



236 The Pillars ^ Priestcraft 

they were exhorted to obey. For though th 
fuperior and inferior powers differ greatly, 
compared among themfelves ; yet, with refpri 
to the fubjefls obedience, they are to be n 
garded alike ; fo that we cannot wilfully d 
obey the inferior, without affronting the f 
vereign authority. If then the Cretans won 
obey the emperor, it mud be by fubmiffion 
the ordinances and officers which he had a 
pointed to their ifland ; and if they behav 
themfelves fuitably to thefe magiftrates, tl 
difcharged their duty to the imperial pov 
which depu'ed them. 

We fee that a large family cannot be j 
verned by the pe'jfonnl prefencc of ihe mail 
much lefs can an empire; fo that there will 
need to call in to the prince's afliflance, ft 
perfons into whom he may diffufe fome meaf 
of his political foul, and thereby unite thena 
members to his own I ody politic ; whereu] 
they are to be treated as the hands, arms i 
eyes of majefty : and hence Titus admonifi 
them, not only to be fubjeft to principalities 
powers, but to obey mngijirate:. 

II. The fecond thing I propofed to fp 
to, were the reafons upon which the apof 
grounded their doilrine of civil obedien 
which arc'two : 
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The one is given by St. Paul, who teaches, 
That, every fcul Jb.uld be fubjcft tj the higher 
p:wers, becaufe the magi/irate is the ?ninijler of 
God to us fir gcod, Rem. xiii. 1, 4. 

The fecond reafon is given by St. Peter, 
viz. becaiife all governments and governors 
do arife from our own conftnt, Suhnit your- 
ftlves (faith the apoftle) to every ordinance of 
man, f.r the Lord's fake, whit 1 er it be to the 
king as fupreme, &c. Where note, That the 
king is called the ordinance, or creature of 
man, becaufe the fovereign power itfclf is 
vefled in men, according to human compact : 
and from hence our fubjedlion is urged by the 
apoftle St. Pttcr, in his fi ft Ep'ftle, fecond 
chapter, verfe 13. 

1. To begin with St. Paul's argument, who 
calls magiftracy a divine ordinance, becaufe of 
the excellent ufe of it, whereby good magi- 
ftrates refemble the divine power, wifdorn and 
goodnefs, in fecuring to all men their rights 
v and properties ; in preferving the peace, health 
and fafety of focieties, both with refpedt to 
body and foul. But to be more particular. 

I . The prefervation of property was the firjt 
benefit for which magiftracy was defined. Now 
property is originally attained by the labour of 
cither body or mind 5 fox fuppofin^ v\\<t csoXv 
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to have been common to its firft inhabitants, 
it will follow that whoever took the pains to 
cultivate any part of it, and lay up ncccfliry 
flores for his ufc, had by this his induflry 
made himfclf the true proprietor thereof. 
And could wc fuppofc this new propiictor to 
be a» well guarded, as that man we read of in 
the Gofpcl, who was well armed, and ke\t h,\ 
palace and goods in peace, yet it may like wife be 
fuppofed, (an it there follows) that if a J1ro*f>tr 
than be Jhall come upon him % be will take JUm 
him all bis armour wherein be tru/ied* and divide 
bis [foils. And this uncertain condition of 
property (hews the rcafon of men's uniting 
into focieticfl, and fctting up forms of govern- 
ment, which is for mutual defence and prefer- 
vation of property : and that, not only for the 
benefit of the prefent poflcftbrs, but of future 
generations. So that, what becomes a man's 
own, cither by labour, gift or purchafc, may 
with f-ifcty be enjoyed by himfclf, and alfo 
conveyed down to his pollciify. 

2. Life and limbs are ouis by the gift of 
Cod. And thefc properties ate liable to be 
invaded and deflroyed : though they cannot 
(lik<: other good,) be trair.fci red to the ufc of 
the fpoilcr. And fmcc there is fo much vari- 
ance and malice, pride and flrifc among man- 
kind, what ill offices may not one man appre- 
hend fiom another? Hut when dcflruft v : 
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malice, a fiend of hell, (hall transform itfelf 
into an engel $f light, and perfuade men that 
they are then* infpired with the fpirit of God, 
when they are pofleflfed by the Apdlyw^ the 
great enemy and deftroyer of mankind, when 
under the pretence of religion itfelf, men (hall 
exert their fharpeft malice, not only againfl 
the poffeffions and liberties, but againfl: the 
lives of one another ; how great need is there 
of the magiftrates interpofing power to difarm 
them of their fpiritual as well as carnal weapons 
of warfare, to take away the ball of contention 
from among them, and the power of evil-doing 
from all contending parties \ And, 

3. In this the magiftrate is God's minifler 
to as for good, not only with refped to the 
prcfervation of our liberties and lives from de- 
ft ruftion, but of our fouls from fin ; for whilft 
this juft liberty, this natural right of worfliip- 
ping God, according to that knowledge he 
hath given us, is fupported by law, no man is 
forced into hypocritical compliances, contrary 
to the direQion of his confeience, but every one 
may worihip the One True God in finglencfs 
-of heart ; whereas on the other hand, if in 
matters of religion, force be fuffered to take 
the place of reafon, all religions will be alike, 
and (as colours in the dark) undiftinguiftiable. 
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And although the magiflratc can beflow no 
divine grace upon the fouls of men, >ct wliilft 
by punifliing vice, immoral pr.ifticcs arc re_ 
{1 rained, he prevents the overflowing of fin in 
a land. And if ccafing to do evil, be one 
ilep towards learning to do well, whilft the 
civil powers rcftrain Us from immoralities, they 
turn us out of the broad way cf perdition into 
the paths of rightcoufnefc and peace. 

From hence then it appears, th.-t.' ///•;■ «,•' ? are 
wanting in their Jubn.ijjiw and ajji : lance /; the 
t'.vll tninijlry cf Gcd, are jalft to lb fir c:vn 
riterrfl, as well as tb.it of their foflcrity. 
Whereas vn the oMi-.r l.-snd, he v.l.o h ic;;ly 
t-i cvuy «v*l v.rjh wh'\!i mny hspjoit i!:i> 
c!i ■.■;!■•; iiiihilliy t») u; i\.v f»oo.l, wi."i I_f;:r, 
i;i [',.-■ ; il'/:iii.ii:'.e 01 hi-., '-'my, to li:-J '..'.i 
.v.t j;;.jt. 

L r us t!,;i tve a \i'.\v of c;:r "/ o ! . r.-.J 
clii.ttei.., !;'/:.'-■ ;:n-l I.-r.ii , wive:; a;.-! i !.'.!■!;.■» j 
iet us c<»-,ii-.!n il.c l.!ei!i:ig3 of iic.ii:;i, LL:y 
:'.ud !'.! erfy : la us think h y.v tj p:-.Lr.v "■»" 
liven fio;;i (lelliUvli-jiJ, c-ur fuiib ii->:n li:: : 
\. i . e i h ■- r \v e eat or d i i ! . !; , or Hup (, r v.:. ! . .■, 
or whatever we do with CMiifoi I i.r Lie'/t 
v. ■_ !..rLuy difeciver our Cur.t ii'v ! wLii^uiui. tj 
t! : ;;'. ■> 1 i/:: , ;»'.'l: al*. i cue c.r i: , \vliUcL7 
\. . U'v /■/.'.' //; /a./;./ /y ifjii'j;..', c.\". 
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2. The other reafon of fubmiffion given by 
St. Peter \s> becaufe all governments and governors 
arifefrom the peoples confent. They are the or- 
dinances and appointments of men, the crea- 
tures of human compaft. For we do not find 
that God did appoint any form of political govern- 
ment fur a pattern to be followed by any fociety 
now in being upon the earth. We fee no fuch 
rule in the book of nature ; nor do we read in 
fcripture of any particular polity prefcribed to 
all, or any people, now imbodied in the world. 
We read there, that all governments and go- 
vernors are appointed by God's providence, By 
me tings reign^ &c. But we find no particular 
adminiftration, no particular family, or Angle 
perfon, now in being, ordained to government 
by divine precept : but each magiflrate and 
magiflracy is left to the ordinance and appoint- 
ment of thofe men who have joined themfdves 
together in fociety. 

The great variety we fee in civil government, 
fhews, that th ey are all the ejfefts of human con- 
trivance^ and Juited to the feveral interefls of tin 
refpeftive fcieties: thus the ancient charter of 
the neighbouring city *, containing all thofe ufe- 
ful and neceflary powers, by which fo great a 
body is governed, Was it not the wife contri- 
vance of their anceflors ? And did it not re- 
ceive its eftablifhment from the principalities 

VOL. II. M and 

London. 
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and powers of the realm ? the great charter of 
the realm itfclf is oo more than the wi r e ordi- 
nance of our forefathers : and the dates of its 
royal confirmations are ftill remaining among 
us. And as fevcral fmaller focieties bate their 
free cufloms diftinft from one another ; (6 io 
different nations there are various lodgments, 
even of the fovereign power, which appear to 
be the effc&s of free-will $ becaufe in every 
rational government, fomething may be ob- 
ferved which is peculiar and diftingnithing. 

Furthermore, have wc not feen the forms of 
government, even in the fame nations changed 
from what they formerly had been? as in 
Sweden^ France^ and Dinmark. And have not 
our eyes beheld of late years, the legal form of 
the Englijh monarchy degenerated into tyranny, 
and again recovered, through God's blcffing, 
together with the courage and conduit 0* 
the man of his own right hand, who by re- 
floring our ancient liberties, juftly recom- 
mended himfclf to the imperial crown of this 
realm by the free confent of the people ? 

Nor was it otherwife of old, when M*ftt 
was by meelcnefs and miracle recommended of 
Cod to be the father of hi* country For tho' 
by a divine power he wrought out IfraeTt de- 
ll v .ranee from Egypt by conducing them ioto , 
t:*e wilderntb, ^tl \herc was bo form of go* j 
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* croment eftablhhed among the tribes til! Jetbro 
tnade a vifit to his fon- in-law Mofes, to whofe 
cotinftl it was owing that a found polity was fct 
up in the land of Ifrael. For inftcad of the 
whole burden of the government lying upon 
Mofes> which Jetbro told him was not good* 
he direfis him to provide out of all the people 
all* men, fuch as fear Gcd 9 men of truths bating 
covetoufnefsy and place fuch ovtr tlxm to be rulers 
over tboufa ds 9 rulers of hundreds , rulers ?f fif- 
ties and ruhrs of ten*; and let them judge -the 
peopled allfeafons. And it fhall be (faith Jetlxro) 
that every great matter they fhall bring unto thee* 
but every fmall matter theyjhall judge 9 £xod. xviiu 
17, 24, 22. Thus the burden of the civil 
government (hould fit eafy upon the governors, 
and the people (hould receive a quick difpatch 
of their affairs. 

Mo/is (as yon read) follows this advice, and 
joins himfelf with the tribes of IfraJ in the 
choice of pcrfons fit for this administration, as 
will appear by comparing the 25th verfe of 
the forecited chapter with the firft chapter of 
Deuteronomy. In the former verfe we read that 
Mopes chofe able men out of Ifrael and made them 
heads over the people. But the latter place (he wt 
-that the people's confent was "had in the elec- 
tion of thcfe officers. For fo Mofes repeats the 
drcumftances of that aftion, Deut. i. 9, bV> 
Ifpate unto you at that time faying^ I am 

M 2 W* 
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not able to bear you my/elf alone, &c. take ye 
tkirefore wife men and undtrfianding % and known 
among your tribes, and I will make them rulers 
qvtr ycu. From hence it appears, 

i. That the old conftkution of Ifraelh 
government, was the contrivance of Jethro an 
Heathen, and the magiflrates who were in the 
&dminiftration were chofen by the joint confent 
of Mofes> and the people. And, . 

2. That no one perfon, though never fo 
able, fo wife, and valiant as Mofes, is fufficicnt 
to govern a nation without the advice and joint 
affiftance of inferior magiflrates. Much lefs 
fuch a man who hath no pretence to the fpirit 
and character of this divine legiflator. 

It has been thought by fome, that a great 
conqueror might form a civil government in a 
conquer'd nation, without the confent of the 
people by the fole power of his own will. 
And fuppofe it were fo, then that government* 
would be an human ordinance, becaufe the 
conqueror is but a man. But I deny it to be 
poflible for any conqueror, though never fo 
great, to make himfelf a king over any people 
without their confent. For to let pafs what 
bur hiftories tell us of the capitulations which 
followed the refpedive conqueft of the Saxons, 
Danes, and Normans, before they erefled any 

form 
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form of government in this land. Let us fup- 
pofe that a great general, with a powerful 
foreign army, (hould fo far over-run a nation 
that the people thereof could not be able to 
make any confiderable refiftancc; in fuch ;i 
cafe the relations of lord and JIave arc actually 
introduced by the conqucft. The conqucrois 
are lords and the natives Jlavcs : but then this 
flate is a Hate of war ftill, but no political or 
civil conftitution. The abfolute lord anl hi- 
/lave are as yet, upon no civil terms with owz 
another, no obligations have as yet paflcd be- 
tween them, but they are both left to their 
own wills ; and if the lord mny take away the 
life of his flave, the (lave is ur. ier no obligation 
of dealing otherwife with his lord. So that if 
this great general intends to rule in peace over 
the conquer'd people he will find himfclf con- 
{trained to enter into fomc terms of compact 
with them, upon which they are willing to 
accept him for the head of their government, 
and oblige themfelves to obey him. But pu: 
the .cafe that a nation, to avoid prcfent de- 
-ftruftfon, would confent to make themfelves 
legal Haves, this can no more oblige them than 
an honcft man is bound to keep promife with a 
barbarous highwayman ; for iniquity cannot be 
eflablHhcd by a law, much lefs can it bind 
pofterity, of whofe lives and liberties they had 
119 right to difpofe. And confequently, they 
M 3 mq 



2*5 Tie Pillars of PaiE&Tc* aft 

JurtLy rcftore themfelves to a date of freedom, 
whenever they are able* 

And if a mighty conqueror cannot attain a 
civil power over a conqaer'd people without 
their confent, how (hall he obtain it over his 
own conquering nation, without their free 
concurrence ? Did this viftorious people leave 
their native country, with all the liberties they 
enjoyed therein, to follow their chief iota a 
foreign land, wherein they hoped to find a 
better fettlement for themfelves and pofterity j 
would (hey induce all the hard (hips of war, 
and by their fweat and blood purchafe an in* 
tire conqueft that they might be reduced to 
the mj (enable condition of the conquered people? 
that is, to become (laves to their general. I 
allow,, that this chief may by the help of his 
own people, make himfelf owned by the con- 
quered upon advantageous terms. But by 
what invisible power (hall he gain to be (I will 
not fay abfohite matter but even) the civil head 
over his new fettled colony i It can be nothing 
clfe but their own free confent whith can invert 
him with a political head (hip over them. 
And then, how great reafon have they to pay 
t due fubmifSon to that ordinance which them* 
felves have made, and to fubmit to principalities 
and powers which were their own appointment^ 
$nd for their own benefit i 

IJL Haviag 
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III. Having thus fet forth the apoftolical 
grounds of civil obedience, I crave leave to 
make fome Improvement of them : firft by way 
of general application, for to infift on the difmal 
effects of this day's tragedy (with which you 
have been annually acquainted all your lives) 
would be fuperfiuous labour. And therefore I 
ftull rather endeavour to offer fome cautions 
which may probably prevent the l.ki mifbiefi for 
the future. Bu% 

1/2. The apoftolical reafons of obedience 
being duly confidered, may ferve to allay the 
dears and jealousies of fome good men, who 
have conceived, that a national government 
hath not fo fure a foundation as is neceflary, if 
it be only bottomed upon human compact : 
becaufe mens minds being fubjeft to frequent 
alterations, all governments will, as they think, 
be very unfleady. 

And it mud be acknowledged, that in all 
dubious matters, wherein the judgment cannot 
come to a determination, the minds of men 
Drill be unfettled. So likewife in fmaller mat* 
ters, fcarce worthy of ferious deliberation, 
men will aft differently. Nay, in matters of 
moment, fome men may fuffer themfelvcs to be 
carried away by unaccountable capricio's: but 
yet none of thcic things can any ways endanger 
M 4 % 
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a confUtution fettled upon the foundations 
before mentioned. 

FirJI % Becaufe a good government is a matter 
of fo neccflary importance, that no man in his 
wits can doubt, whether he (hall concur to its, 
fupport or not. And 

Secondly, The compacl by which all governors 
/?• e introduced, is evermore folemn and deliberate*, 
and attended wiih the Jlrongeft tye to the fovereign 
fewer by whuh 'tis poffible for a man to ratify 
i be folemn obligations he has contraded. For fuch 
a bond is, The oath of the Lord; by which the 
allegiance of the fubjeft is confirmed. And if 
t deliberate compaft, freely entered into, upon 
the wifeft and ftrongeft motives of advantage, 
confirmed by folemn oaths and promifes, be 
not a fufficient eftabliftiment, 'tis hard to fay 
what is fuch. And notwithftanding fome men 
may fufFer themfelves to be carried away from 
a ufeful and neceflary eftabliftiment, by rea- 
jonings contrary to the general ftrcam of a 
nation, it cannot be prefumed that the number 
and abilities of fuch men will ever be fufficient 
to unhinge any tolerable adminiftration of a 
government thus eftabliihed. 

Indeed, nothing but an abfolute neceJfity» 
and fuch as is vifible in an extraordinary man* 
ner, will be effectual to work a change in any 

fettled 
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fctfled conflitution, fuch an one, as renders 
mankind fully fatisfied, without the leaf! re- 
maining fcruple, that the government then in 
being, is not the ordinance of God to them 
for good. 

2. From what hath been faid it alfo appears, 
That no mar! s pretence to the member/hip of any 
pure apojlolic churchy can excufe^ much lefs war- 
rant his difaffe&ion to that government which 
God's providence arid man's confent have fet cvtr a 
people for their good* 

I fpeak this to take away that fcandal which 
fome have endeavoured to fix upon the church 
*f England \ as if (he had laid any obligation 
upon her fons, in oppofition to the prefent 
conflitution : whereas the contrary truth is felf- 
evident. For does not our church, in her fixth 
article, receive all the books of the New Tefta- 
ment, as they are commonly received, and ac- 
count them canonical ? Is not my text part of 
that canon ? And are not all our bifhops and 
clergy thereby obliged, as much as Titus was, 
to put their hearers in mind of their fubjeftion 
to principalities and powers? Or can we pretend 
Cd be members of an apoftolical church, if we 
carry ourfelves Unfeemly toward fuch a govern- 
ment, whofe adminiftratitm diredtly tends to 
'Oljr COjqmofc good, and was alfo our own ordi- 
M J nance 
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oancc and • ppointment, which are the apofip*- 
lical reafoni of civil obedience I 

I fpealc not this, as if by virtue of the mi- 
Bitter itl r fun ft ion wc could pretend to prefcrtbe 
forms of civil government to nations, to de- 
termine lhe.rigalifl of princes,, or the fubordi- 
nate powers of Inferior maglftratea, Tbi *W 
of God does not furnifli us with abilities for. 
this work, much left require it of us. It in? 
joins us to make peace among, our neighbours, 
by endeavouring to ihcline mens minds to a. 
peaceable temper ; but it does not enable us to 
judge the leaft point of legal right which is in 
controverfy between them.; much lefs does it 
t&ch us to. determine tbc rights, titles or 
powers of. princes and roagiftrates;. but yet it 
enjoins. us to put men in mind to be ready to every 
good wor^ which may contribute to fupport a. 
good government. 

Thirdly, From the doflrine already fet forth, 
in conjunction with the misfortunes of that 
fovcrcign prince which we are this day called 
to remembrance, arifeth matter of caution to 
two forts of people, 

Fir ft % To all thole who have the honour to 
ihare the public administration, that they make 
it their equal care that the government which 
at prefent we, enjoy, may be always the miniftry. 
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of God to us for good. Foi fuch an adminiftratioa 
applies the text in the moft fenfible manner,, 
convincing every one that he ought to be fubjeft 
to principalitiis and powers, to obty. mag^ftrates, 
and to ho ready to every good w.rk. 

It is well known, that the c^arafler of a 
good prince is raifed fo high in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, that fuch are called Gods upon earth ; to 
admooifli them of that continual overflowing; 
kindnefs, that univerfal beneficence, that tender 
care and concern for tbeir peoples welfare, 
which tbeir high office requires. And from 
the Scriptures we are alfo informed, that the 
kind providences of God are immediately con- 
veyed to men by his holy angels, who are 
therefore called minrftring fpiritSj Hebrews i. 1 4. . 
and are moft efpecially employed in works of 
deliverance.. By their means Lot was delivered 
out of Sodomy Ifaac from the arm that was 
flretched forth to make him a facrifice, Ijrad 
was conducted through the wildernefs to C*- 
naan 9 Elijah delivered from famine, and at lait 
carried from earth to heaven. By their means 
Daniel was delivered from the lions, and the . 
three IfraeUtes from the fiery furnace. Thefe 
were the heralds who firft publiftied the re- 
demption of the world by our Saviour Jefus 
(Thrill, who likewife delivered Peter from his 
chains, Paul.va&.Si/as from their imprifonmeot. 
M 6l Whereby. 
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Whereby a pattern is fet up to the tmmftry of 
n great and good prince ; who are hereby di- 
rected to cultivate and adorn that deliverance 
which their Gnat Maftcr hath wrought out 
for his people. 

ftrfty By # the being meflpngers aiid pro^ 
footers of thofe methods which may for ever 
hereafter fecure our liberties from danger of 
xelapfe. 

Sicondly % By a diligent avoiding of all thofe 
methods by which tht glory of farmer princes, 
has been eclipfed, and the hearts of their 
people alienated from them. 

The fubordinate miniftry is the vifible ma- 
jcfty of the king, whereby he is made known 
to his people, and more efpecially in time of 
peace ; for, though during a war, the perfonai 
coarage and conduft of a great prince is made 
very public, whilft his perfon is expofed to 
the view of multitudes; yet when peace (hall 
i eflorc him to a more private date of life, his 
perfonai endowments, though never foilluftrious 
in themfelves, cannot become vifible to the 
body of a people, any other way than by the 
conllant care and conduft, the great diligence 
and public fpirit of thofe to whom he hath 
committed the truft of his people's welfare : 
The want of this neccfTary concern for public 
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good, did, in fome meafure, affifl; in bringing 
on that tragical fcene, which is this day com- 
memorated. As 'tis commonly fcen, that men 
in a private condition of life are reduced to 
great miferies, by the male ad minift ration of 
thofe to whom they had committed their pri- 
vate trufts. 

But when a public mxmflry (hall join together 
hearts and hands, only to promote the public 
iveal, without the leaft defign of warping the 
prince's favour towards any one party of men 9 
which like the light of the fun, and breathings 
of the air, is defigned for common comfort and 
refrefhment, no jealoufies, fears or difaffedions 
can arife; 'twill then be impoffible for the mod 
wicked and malicious to difturb the public 
peace, but the king's throne will be ejlabiijhed 
in rigbteoufnefs) and the voice of the people will 
be, O king live for ever. 

Secondly, A fecond caution affefts all thofe 
who are concerned for the body of the people, 
that they let flip no opportunity wherein public 
advantages are offered to them. The fupreme 
magiftrate is the greateft minijlcr of God to us 
for good: but God himfelf is not wont to en- 
force his kindnefs upon us ; but expecls our own 
concurrence for our own behof: and when a gra- 
cious prince (hall make it appear, both bv 
words vaAfatft, that he cannot fcewt anj [c^rat* 
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i»Ur$fl fr*m thai if hit p'vpU > **Y.cn he ihewa 
h\m(elt r$ady to rutty t&d utrk **h\ih h tjlumd 
hm/Uial I* hit pitpli ; fhettgh hi* compliant* 
therewith rn*y be complicated with fame cir* 
cimifaftc£» of felf denial, f r*'m)& be a matter 
of fa/I nfU&iott, if fhe f>ubitc w$ol Should tuA 

be imprercd bf the advantage* whi< h /# g$$i 
and gratim an intiinatm admni/ltn unh «/* 
An unanlmoa* content in any matter of pubic 
btntfii will cerfainly procure it* 7i tutu vuhai 
h zood for ui, it to attain iu 

There \% alfo one rule which our Satioor 
Chrift has left with tu, tending fo the im- 
provement of knowledge, which when rednced 
ffrr pfa'rlre, will fuffrr no man fo be intrant 
t>f what /» i'i*d and fit t* bt dw, 'lia-only to 
rarry a finjtl* ryr about 11% according ?/# whac 
U f-ii'l, Malth. VI. 7 7. Tbt hpht if tbi bttJy if 
I hi r)r % if thru fir 1 tin fir /•// be ftn%lr % thy vh'J/ 

b*dy /hall br full «/ li^ht : if the eye of a man 
he orrifl on /inj/ly (without any biatfirig 
affr/riorij toward nihrr publ'ir or private pood, 
he will 'rruinly dihovrr thr f/ood whi'.h he 
lookrd for. Hut if iti the fraith a Her public 
W(mI, any private hy rnjjj he aim^d at ; if a 
private lov to oiirMvr*, or a pellicular rr- 
Irritnirrif ft(/amll any ptfunx or puffin, ftnl| 
iivri rnlr. if ritiirr ihr nflinir'niiori 01 rli Ml rem 
of otlirn, (hill itir Ii:i' a flirfl to ffufc ynni p*o~ 

vtjl*n* % or nn\>u«r. ji,(fiu.ju; (r/ *f «/«/•- ; if any 
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tfting befidet a Jhtcere dtfir$ to prmoti the pub- 
lic weal, (hall bear fway in a public council, 'tis 
do ftrange thing if darknefi (ball be called light, 
and light darknefs. 

It may alfo be obferved, that amongft the 
many qualifications which have recommended 
oar holy religion, no one has more forced its 
way among ferioos and considering men, than 
its biing fo admirably adapted to the bappinefi of 
mankind^ and the good offociet'es. 

Unbelievers have denied its miracles, and its 
iwjJlirUs have been difputed and derided by 
fceptical and' profane men. But the greateft op- 
pofers of the chriftian name, can neither deny 
nor difpnte the real tendency of meeknefs f mo- 
deration, punflual jujlice, and univcrfal good-witt, 
to make men live well one with another, doing 
to others as we would have them to do to us, and 
loving our very enemies, leave no room either for 
private oppre/flon, or public difturbance. The 
fpirit of this religion will not fatter us to per- 
petuate animofities, or carry on fufpicifcns too 
far : to think that men who have once been hi 
the wrong, can never be convinced, never re* 
pent of their errors : 'twill fufTer no fufpicions- 
to hinder from a due consideration of any pro* 
fpfals in behalf of. public good, from whatever 
quarter they, may come : where the Jingle eye is 
thus directed in, a (trail line towards ita ^afeKx> 
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weal, the whole body of fuch a council will It 
full fif light, whereby they will certainly clif. 
cover the things which belong to our peace. 
Thcfc things can never be hid, when a piince 
and people arc thus m qucA of them. 

God forbid therefore, That this day of fo- 
lemn humiliation Jhould It wade ufe of to flutter 
princes with notions of arbitrary p,wcr 9 by draw- 
ing any conclufons from the ancient govtrntmnt of 
God's peculiar people, which may coLur over 
modern tyranny*, 

God fot bid I That the Roman imperial 
power in the hands of Claud ut or Nero, 
(hould he owned as <UnV v . miniftry, under 
which the ;i pottles of Chwft fuff'ci r-ij martyr- 
dom. To entertain pvoplc with the nidaii- 
choly thoufjht'j of fetter* an I chain:., which 
when laid upon them by ill piin'.« ';, yet they 
mud not endeavour to teinovc i.n-J'r penahy 
of eternal damnation, tend', only to c/afp'.-r^t'; 
human nature, and iii:d:c way for fudi another 
day of huniilialion a*, thai \vc aie now cclr- 
hiatiujj: whi'.h, may divine f/oodncf',, forever 
prevent ! (iod forbid, that this day fhould be 
made life of 10 cominuc heat? and animofiths 

• From the \)f t l >itiu'.i.y t €jf i\,\\ p^ra^raph, to the 
end '/f the fcimo:i, th'rrc a;)p':;irt ihc riia.'lrily hand 
of Mr. 1 rntdard % i\m 'auvW* ftitud, who wiote 
jitii diiu\i.[\ coii<Wu/j:l 
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among us, which ought long fince to have 
been buried in oblivion. Efpecially when the 
tragical (bene of this day, was not then the aft 
of the whole nation ; and few fpe&ators of it, 
fcarce any a&ors in it, are now remaining. 

But fince the condition of the greateft men 
upon earth is fubjeft to fuch fatal cataJlropbcs y 
as that was which this day brings to mind ; I 
cannot but lament the unhappy fate of thofe 
princes who are born in purple, and bred in 
luxury; encompaffed with flatterers, and fo 
intoxicated with the gaudy ornaments of power, 
as to forget the end for tthich they were ele- 
vated, and made gods upon earth. They little 
confider that this greatnefs is fupported by the 
inheritance of the gentleman, the hazard of the 
merchant, and the fweat of the labourer ; who 
readily contribute out of their fmall ftock to 
fupport a government they themfelves have fet 
up. Who are contented to part with their 
natural liberty to thofe who formerly (it may 
be) were their equals, for their common good 
and protection ; which is the only end of go- 
vernment. A due reflection hereon would 
make them firft of all adore the goodnefs o( 
God whofe providence hath fo diftinguiftied 
them, and aifo love and cherifli that foc'iety 
of men, who hath raifed them to fo high a 
Cation, and fubmitted themfeVit^ *?A vV£\* 
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fortDoei» in a great meafore, to their dlf* 
crerton. Tblt tbt world would foe the beft 
mo lb the htgbcft placet, ftnatet la authority* 
magtfratet In efteem, and tbo temple of virtue 
the only paflage to that of bonoon Am* 
bitioo and corruption will be out of couote- 
taoce. aod the world wiU triumph In an on* 
^IflurbcdlWkl^. The prince wW be happy 
In the feverence and efteem of hli people, aod 
the people frfe In the graefoflqr of tbt prince. 

All tbli and more we may eipeft from bio 
majerty't moft happy reign, who wae not (Bke 
Others) niirfcd np In flattery, bnt tailed early 
of the cup of affliction, that bit greatoefr 

night be owing to hit own courage, virtue 
and Integrity, aod not the uncertain gift of 
fortune. Wife by nature, Improved by early 
adverfity, aod confummated by long experience 
In all tbe paths of greatnefs* a prince loved 
and obeyed by his own fubjelts, honoured 
by his allies, dreaded by his enemies, and will 
be admired by late poftcrity. 

Nor do I here Infift upon his great perform* 
ances In tbe art of war, In which other priocct 
have bad their (bare, and are often tbemfeivee 
tbe wretched trophies, ere&ed upon tbe tear* 
of miferable men. But in bis early years, to 
aeftorc his native country, aod fioce that, the 
ftmit* of ihaoe mfc tomx wmIqo** art 
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glories peculiar to himfelf, and cannot be 
equalled by the exploits of the mod renowned 
chiefs, either of the A£yrian y Grecian^ or Romcn 
monarchs And to consummate all the felicity 
that can happen to mortal man, it hath been a 
particular honour referred by providence for 
him alone, that as wherever he fet his foot", 
flavery fled before him like a phantom, fo in 
his dominions and under his protection, are 
almoft all the remains of liberty now known ia 
the world. 

Not that I {peak this, or any thing elfe I 
have here faid, for your information, (for I 
know from what honourable ajfetnbly I ought to 
receive inftru&lon) but as my text dirctted 
He, for your remembrance* 
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The following advertifement, prefixed to the 
original edition, is here preferved. 



«T7/E atthnr of tbii dfcourfi has been credibly in- 
formed y that fo me ftrfons both formerly and lately % 
have wrote either at % or ab ut b/m—o fomebing \ 
(he cannot we// tell what J in ibe common ne*ws-pafers f 
which be does not often read. He therefore, takes this 
o;fort*mty to nffnre the Writer $ of\\\*\ rank, and in 
that foim, once for al\ that they may Jlander bim at 
much as tbey p r eafr 9 without his notice, and, %ery 
p'obab/y, without bis knowledge. But if any per fin 
tf common fenfe and common honefty, Jball tom- 
dffcend to animadvert in a different <uaj, upon amy 
thing which be bos pnbiijhed, be may defend upon bal- 
ing all prefer regard /hewn to bim, 

J. M. 



PREFACE. 

CT*HE enfuing difcourfe is the laji of three upon 
the fame fubjecl, witbfomeliule alterations and 
additions. It is hoped that bw few will think the 
fubjecl of it an improper one to be dfcourfdon in the 
pulpit ', under a notion that that is preaching politics, 
inftead of CHRIST. However, to remove all 
prejudices of this fort, I beg it m.iy be remembered, 

that 4C allfcrifture is profitable fr do firing for 

reprof for CORRECTION, for inftruclion 
.in rigbteoufnefs*" Why, then fbould not thofe 
parts of fcripturr, which relate to civil government, 
he examined and explained from the defk, as well 
as others? Obedience to the civil magijlrate, is a 
chrijlwn duty ? and iffo, why fhould not the na- 
ture, grounds and extent of it be confidered in a 
* thriflian affembly ? Befides, if it be faid, that it is 
out of character for a chijtian minifter to meddle 
witbfuch a fubjecl, this cenfure will at loft fall 
upon the holy apoflles. They write upon it in their 
tpijlles to chriJTtan churches : andfurely it cannot 
bed.emcd either criminal or impertinent, to attempt 
an explanation of their doclrine. 

It was the near approach of the Thirtieth of 
January, that turned my thoughts to this fubjecl : 
•it which folemnity the flavilh doclrine ofpafftve obe- 
dience and non-reft/iance* is ofien warmly affrted\ 

• 2 Pet. ill* 16. 

and 
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and the diffenters from the ejlabYjhed churchy re- 
prcfented, not only as fchifmatics, (with more of 
triumph than oftruthy and of choler than chrijli- 
anity) but alfo as perfons of feditious, trailer ous 
and rebellious principles — GOD be thanked one 
may, in any part of the Britifh dominions, fpeak 
freely (if a decent regard be paid to thofe in au- 
thority) both of government and religion j and 
iven give feme broad hints, that he is engaged on 
the file of liberty, the BIBLE and common fenfe % 
in oppofttion to tyranny, PRIEST-CRAFT and 
non-fonfe, without being in danger either of the 
Baftile or the Iilquifition : — Though there will */-- 
ways be fome inter efted politicians, contracted bU 
gots, and hypocritical zealots for a party, to take 
offence at fucb freedoms. Their cenfure is praife : 
Their praife is infamy — A fpirit of domination is 
always to be guarded aguinjl both in church and 
flate, even in times of the great ejl fecurity 5 fucb 
as the prefent is amongfl US ; at leaf} as to the 
latter. Thofe nations who are n:w groaning under 
the ironfeeptre of tyranny, were once free. So they 
wight, probably, have remained^ by a fcafonable 
precaution againfl defpotic meafures. Civil tyranny 
is ufually frnall in its beginning, like " the drop 
"ofa bucket*,* 9 till at length, like a mighty tor- 
rent, cr the mighty raging of the fea, it bears 
down all before it, and deluges whole countries and 
empires. Thus it is as to ccclefiajlical tyranny alfo, 

• Ifaiah xi. ic. 

—the 
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— /A# ntoft cruel y intolerable and impious, tf any. 
From f mall beginnings " it exalts iff If above all 
■• that is called GOD and thai is wo\fhipped+" 
People have no fewity againjl being unmercifully 
prieft- ridden, but h keeping all imperious BI- 
SHOPS, andot'er CLERGlMEN who love to 
" lord it over G:d*s he/ i' age," fr,m getting their 
foot into the flirrup at cl\ Let them fa once favly 
mounted, and their u beqfls, the laiy-f" may 
prance and flounce about to no purp-fa: an J they 
*"' w/.7, at length, be fa jaded an J hacked by theft 
revennd- jockies, that they will not even have 
fpirirs enough to con plain, that theW backs are 
galled ; or % like Balaam'; afs f to M rebuke the 
M madnefs of the prophet %." 

• 4 The myftery of iniquity b-gan to work J" evtn* 
in the days of fame of the apo/lles. Eut the kng- 
dim ef AntUhrift was then t in one refpecl^ like 
the kingdom of heaven % however different in all 
ethers.— It was *' as a grain of mujlard feed \" 
Ybis grain was fawn in Italy, that fruitful f eld : 
jindtho it were * c leaft of aH feeds" it fon be* 
<ame a mighty t>ee. It bat l,ng ftr.ct owfpread 
*md darkened the gnate/l part ^Chriftendom, fa 
Ttkat we may apply to it what is faid ef the tree 
^vbich Nebuchadnezzar/^ in hU viJion—*'The 
m beighth thereof reached unto heaven, and the 
^fijit there f U the en I of oil the earth— And 

• 2 Thef. ii. 4. f M ^ l 'f"> t * ?«• "• 16. 
I aTbef. ii. 7. + Mauxiii. 31. 

VOL. II. N "THE 
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•« THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD bavefba- 
u daw under it. 9 * Tyranny Lrings ignorance and 
brutality along with it. It degrades men from 
their jujl rank % into the daft of brutes. It damps 
their fpirits. It fuppreffes arts. It extingui/bes 
every Jpark of noble ardor and generofity in the 
breafts eftbofe who ere en/laved by it. It makes 
naturally fir ong and great minds, Jeeble and little ' 9 
and triumphs over the ruins of virtue and huma- 
nity. This is true of tyranny in 4VtryJbape. Then 
can be nothing great and good, where its influence 
reaches. For which reafon it becomes every friend 
to truth and humankind; every lover of Gad and 
the cbriftion religion, to bear a fart in oppofing 
this hateful monfler. It was a defire to contribute 
a mite towards carrying on a war againft this 
•common enemy, that produced the following dif- 
courfe. And if it ferve, in any meafure, to keep 
up a fpirit of civil and religous liberty amongft 
us, my end is anfwered.— There are virtuous 
and candid men in all feels ; all fucb are to be 
efteemed: There are alfo vicious . men and bigots - 
in allfe&s ; and allfuch ought to be ddfpifcd. 

" To virtue only, and her friends, a friend ; 
" The world befidemay murmur or commends- ; 
" Know, all the diftant din that world can kee== 
" kolls o'er my grotto, and but fooths my flcep — 

pop=s 
Jonathak Maths ^%r t 
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ROM. XIII. i—8. 

*• Let every foulbefuhje€l unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God : the powers that 
te, are ordained of God. 

2. JVhofoever therefore refijleth the power, re- 
fifleth the ordinance of God: and they that rejj/f % 
Jbali receive to themf elves damnation. 

3. For rulers are not a terror to good worts, hut 
to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou /halt have 
praife of the fame : 

4. For he is the minijler of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid \ for he 
hcareth not the f word in vain : for he is the minijler 
of God, a revenger, to execute wrath on him that 
doth evil. 

5. Wherefortye mujl needs be fubjeel, not only for 
wrath, but a If for confaence fake. 

6. For, for this cuufe pay you tribute alfo : for 
they are God's minifies, attending continually upon 
this very thing. 

7. Render therefore to all their dues : tribute to 
whom tribute is due ; cujlom, towhomcuflom \fear % 
to whim fear 5 honour, to whom honour. 

IT is evident that the affair of civil govern- 
ment may properly fall under a moral and 
religious confideration, at lead fo for forth 
as it relates to the general nature and end of 
magiftracy, and to the grounds and extent of 

N 2 <M8C 
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that fubmiflion, which perfons of a private cha- 
racter ought to yield to thofe who are verted 
with authority. 1 his mud be allowed by all 
who acknowledge the divine original of chrifti- 
anity. For although there be a feofc, and a 
very plain and important fenfc, in which 
Chrift's kingdom is not of this world * \ his in* 
fpired apoftles have, neverthelefs, laid down 
feme general pi inciples concerning the office of 
civil rulers, and the duty of fubje&s, together 
with the reafon and obligation of that duty. 
And from hence it follows, that it is proper 
for all who acknowledge the authority of Jefus 
Chrift, and the infpiration of his apoftles, to 
endeavour to underftand what is in fad the 
doltrine which they have delivered concerning 
this matter. It is the duty of chriftian ma* 
gill rates to inform themfelves what it is which 
their religion teaches concerning the nature and 
defign of their office. And it is equally the 
duty of all chijliun people to inform themfelves 
what it is which their religion teaches con- 
cerning that fubjecTioa which they owe to the 
higher powers. It is for thefe reafons that I 
have attempted to examine into the fcripture- 
account of this matter, in oider to lay it before 
you with the fame freedom which I condantly 
ufe with relation to other do&r'mes and pre- 
cepts of chrirtianity ; not doubting but }oii 

# I hn xviti 36. 

. wilM 
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will judge upon every thing offered to your 
coofideratioo, with the fame fpirit of freedom 
and lilerty with which it isjpekn. 

The paflage read, is the mod full and exprefs 
of any in the new-teftament, relating to rulers 
andfubjefts: and therefore I thought it pro- 
per to ground upon it, what I had to propofe 
to yon with reference to the authority of the 
civil magiftrate, and the fubje&ion which is 
doe to him. But before I enter upon an ex- 
planation of the feveral parts of this paflage, it 
will be proper to o.bferve one thing, which may 
fcrve as a key to the whole of it. 

It is to be obferved, then, that there were 
fame perfons amongft the cbrj/lians of the 
apoftolic age, and particularly thofe at Rome, 
to whom St. Pail is here writing, who fedi- 
tioufly diftlaimed all fubje&ion to civil autho- 
rity ; refufing to pay taxes, and the duties laid 
upon their traffick and merchandize ; and who 
(crupled Dot to fpeak of their rulers, without 
toy due regard to their office and character- 
Some of thefe turbulent tbrifians were converts 
from jkdai/m y and others from pagtn'fm. 1 he 
Jitvs in general had, long before this time, 
taken, up aftrange conceit, that being the /v- 
iul$*rtxi£'ele& people of God, they were there- 
lore exempted from the jurifdi&ion of any 
N 3 beetbe* 
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heathen princes or governors. Upon this grcymJ 
it was, that fome of them, during the public 
miniftry of onr bleffed faviour, came to him 
with that queftion— Is it lawful to give tribute 
unto Csefar or not*? And this notion many 
of them retained after they were profelyted to 
the cbriftian faith. As to the gentile converts, 
fome of them grofly miflook the nature of that 
liberty which the gofpel promifed ; and thought 
that by virtue of their fubje&ion to (Thrift, the 
only king and head of his church, they were 
wholly freed froto fubjcdHon to any other prince? 
as though Chrift's kingdom had been of this world, 
in fuch a fenfe as to interfere with the civil 
powers of the earth, and to deliver their fub- 
je£s from that allegiance and duty, which 
they before owed to them. Of thefe vifi* 
onary Chrijlians in general, who diibwued fub- 
jeflion to the civil powers in being where thef 
refpe&ively lived, there is mention made in fe* 
veral places in the new-teftament : The A* 
poftlc Peter in particular, characterizes them in 
this manner— them tbat—defpife government—* 
prefumptucus are they, fetf-willed, thty are not 
afraid to fpeak evil of dignities f. Now it is 
with reference to thefe doting Chrijlians, that 
the apoftle fpeaks in the paflfage before us. 
And I (hall now give you the fenfe of it in a 

* Matt. xxfi. .17, f 2 Pa. ii. 10. 

para- 
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fiaraphrafe upon each verfe in its order, defiring 
you to keep in mind the character of the per* 
fons for whom it is defigned, that fo, as I go 
along, you may fee how juft and natural ttiis 
addrefs is ; and how well fuited to the circum- 
ftances of thofe againft whom it is levelled. 

The apoftle begins thus — Let every foul * 
be.fubjicl unto the higher powers \ f for there it 
no power || but of God: the powers that be % are 



* Every foul. This is an hebmifm, which fig- 
aiiies every man ; fa that the apoftle does not ex* 
empt t\ttder f y: fuch as were endowed with the 
gift of prophecy, or any other miraculous powers 
which fubfifted in the church at that day. And by 
kit ufing the bebrevj idiom, itfeems that he had th* 
Jewijb converts principally in his eye. 

f The higher powers: more literally, the over* 
ruling-pwceri : which term extends to all civil rulers 
in common. 

H By power % the apoftle intends not lawlefs a /fr/jrg/£ 
and brutal force, without regulation or proper di- 
rection ; but juft authority , for fo the word here 
efed properly fignifies. There may be power where 
there is no authority. No man has any authority to 
do whatis wrong and injurious, though he may have 
power to do it. 

X The powers that be : thofe perfons who are in 
fa& veiled with authority ; thofe who are in pof- 
feffion. And who thofe are, the apoftle leaves 
Chriftians to determine for themfelves ; but who 
ever they are, they are to be obeyed* 

N 4 ,orda\tttd 
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cr dined if GW*, ver. i. q. d. '• Whereas 
*• fome profefled Ghrijl\an\ vainly imagine, that 
•« they are wholly excufed from all manner of 
41 duty and fubje&ion to civil authority, re- ' 
•* fnfing to honour their rulers, and to pay 
44 taxes ; which opinion is not only unrea- 
44 fonable in itftlf. but alfo tends to fix a laft- 
44 ing reproach upon the cbrj/Han name and 
" profeffion, I now, as an apoftle and ambaf- 
11 fador of Chrtft, txhort every one of you, be 
41 he who he will, to pay all dutiful fubmiflion 
** to thofe who are vefted with any civil office, 
44 For there is, properly fpeaking, no autho- 
44 riry but what is derived from God, as it is 
" only by his permiflion and providence that 
44 any poflefs it. Yea, I may add, that all 
44 civil magiflrates, as fuch, although they 

44 may be btatbtnS) are appointed and ordained 

" of God. For it is certainly God's will, that 

* 0> dai*cd of Go J : as it is not without God's 
proviVencc and permiflion, that any arc clothed with 
authority ; and as it i* ag»evableto the poiitive will 
and pu r pofe of God, th*t there fhould btfimi per* 
/ ns vefted with authority for the good of fociety : 
not that ary rulers have their commiffion immedi- 
ately from God the fupreme Lord of the univcrfe. 
If any aflVrt that kings, or any other rulers, are or- 
dain d of God in the latter fenfe, it is incumbent ap- 
on them to (hew the commiffion which they fpeik 
of, under the broad feal of heaven. And when they 
do thi?, they will, no doubt, be believed. 

fo 
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«* fo afcful an inftitution as that of magiftracy,- 
M fhould take place in the world, for the 
'* good of civil fociety." The apoftle pro* 
KXG&%—Whotvtr^ therefore reftfleth the power, 
refifleth the ordinance cf God ; and they that re~ 
Jift jbatt receive to tbimfthes damnation ver. 2. 
q. d. *• Think not, therefore, that ye are guilt - 
** left of any crime or fin againft God, when* 
" ye faQibufly difobey and rcfift the civil au* 
<€ thority. For magiftaity and government 
** being, as I have faid, the ordinance and ap- 
tt pointment of God, it follows, that to refill; 
u magiftrates in the execution of their offices, 
** is really to refift the will and ordinance of 
u Gbd himfclf : and they who thus refift, 
" will accordingly be puniftied by God for 
c< this fin in common with others.'* The 
apoftle goes on — For rulers are net a terror to* 
pod works , but to the evil*. fVilttbou then, 



* For rulers are not a terror to good <wor&t f but' to 
the evil. J t cannot be fuppofed that the apoftle de- 
figns Jiere, or in any of the fucceeding verfes, to 
g>ve the true character of Ner; or any or her civit 
powers tben in being, as if they were in fait fuch 
perJbns as he defcrrbes, a terror to evil works onty* 
and not to the good.. For fuch a. character did nor^ 
belong to them ; and the apoftle was no fycophant 
or paraiite of power, whatever fome of his pre- 
tended fucceflbrs have been. He only tcjls what 
rulers would be, provided they a&ed up to to.thteir. 
ohara&cr and office. 
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not hi afraid of the power ? Do that which is 
good, and thou Jhalt have fraife of the fame. For 
ht it the mini/ier of God to thee for gcod, ver. 3d, 
and part of the 4th. q. d. " That you may 
" fee the truth and juftnefs of what I affert, 
" (viz. that magiftracy Is the ordinance of 
(< God, and that you fin againft him, in oppo- 
41 ling it,) confidcr that even pagan rulers, are 
" not, by the nature and defign of their office* 
" enemies and a terror to the good and yi»- 
" tuous altions of men, but only to the in- 
(< jurious and mifebievous to fociety. Will ye 
?' not, then, reverence and honour magiftracy* 
" when you fee the good end and intention of 
" it ? How can ye be fo unreafonable ? Only 
" mind to do your duty as members of fociety ; 
%t and 1 this will gain you the applaufe and ia- 
" vour of all good rulers. For while you do 
c< thus, they are, by their office, as minifters of 
* c God, obliged to encourage and protect you ; 
<c it is for this very purpofe that they are 
c< clothed with power." The apoftle fub- 
joins ' But if tbou do that which is evi/ 9 

he afraidy for he beareth net the fword in vain. 
For he is the minijler of God, a revenger 9 to 
execute wrath ufonjym that doth evil*, ver. 4. 

latter 



- *.Tt is manifeft that when the apoftle fpeaks of 
it, as the office of civil rulers, to encourage what is 
fpod, and to punifh what is evil, he fpeaks only of 

civil 
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latter part. q. d. " Bat upon the other 
«* hand, if ye refufe to do your duty a* 
c< member* of fociety * if ye refufe to bear 
"your part in the fupport of government; 
M if ye are diforderly, and do things which 
" merit civil chaflifement, then, indeed, ye 
" have reafon to be afraid* For it is not ia 
c * vain that rulers are veiled with the power 
'* of inflifting puni&ment. They are by their 
" office, not only the minifters of God for 

civil good and eiiU They are to confult the good 
of fociety asfucb; not to di&ate in religious con- 
cerns % r not to make laws for the government of 
men's conferences ; and to inflift civil penalties for 
religious crimes. It k fufHcient to overthrow the 
doftrine of the authority of the civil magi (Irate, in 
affairs of a fpiritual nature, (fo far a< it is built upon: 
any thing which is here faid by St* Paul, or upon 
any thing elfe in the new-teftament) only to ob- 
fcrve 9 that all the magi ft rates then in the world were 
heathen, implacable enemies to chriflianity : fo that 
to give them authority in religious matters, would 
have been, in effeft, to give them authority to ex* 
tirpate the chriftian religion, and to eftablifh the- 
idolatries and fa perditions of paganifm. And cany 
any one reafon ably fuppofe, than the apoftle had any 
intention to extend the authority of rulers, beyond 
concerns merely civil and political, to the over* 
throwing of that religion which he liimfelf was Co* 
zealous in propagating I But it is natural for thofe,. 
whofc religion cannot be fupported upon the foot* 
lag of reafon and argument, to have recourfe to* 
power and force, which will ferve a bad caufe as* 
well as a good one j and indeed much better* 
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*' good to tbofc that do well ; bat alfo His 
" minifters to revenge* to difcountenaoce and 
n punifli thofe fbit are unruly, and injurious 
" to their neighbours." The apoflle pro* 
ceedf — fnerefoteye muft needs he fubjeR net 
$n!y for wrath, but plfi for conftience fakt % 
vcr. 5. q. d. w Since therefore, magiftracy 
• 4 is the ordinance of God ; and fince rulers 
" are, by their office, benefactors to fociety, 
u by difcouragiog what is bad, and eocou- 
41 raging what is good, and fo preferving 
*' peace and order amongft men ; it is evi- 
44 dent that ye ought to pay a willing fub- 
" jeflion to them 5 not to obey merely for 
* 4 ffcar of expofing yourfelves to their wrath 
44 rnd difpleafure, but alfo in point of rea- 
41 fon, duty and confeience : Ye are under 
44 an indifpenfible obligation, as Cbrijlians, to 
" honour their office, and to fubmit to them 
44 in the execution of it." The apoflle goes 
€i on — For J or this cauft pay you tribute alfo: 
for they are God's mi*iflers % attending continu- 
ally upon this xery t ing % ver. 6. q. d. 4C And 
44 here is a plain reafon alfo why ye (hould 
44 pay tribute to them ; for they are God's 
44 minifters, exalted above the common level 
41 of mankind, not that they may indulge 
•• themfelves in foftnefe and luxury, and be 
44 entitled to the fervile homage of their fcl- 
44 low-men * but that they may execute an 

•« office 
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M office no lcfs laborious than honourable * 
" and attend continually upon the public 
" welfare. This being their bufmefs and 
" duty, it is but reafonable, that they (hould 
" be requited for their care and diligence in 
w performing it; and enabled, by taxes le- 
<* vied upon the fubjeft, effe&ually to pro- 
" fecute the great end of their inftitution, 
«« the good of fociety." The apoftle fums 
up all in the following words — Render there- 
fort to all their dues : tribute * to whom tri- 
bute is due\ cuflom** to whom cuftom\ fear 9 
to whom par \ honour y to whom honour ', vcr. 
7. q. d. «' Let it not, therefore, be faid of 
cc any one of you hereafter, that you contemn 
" government to the reproach of yourfelves, 
u and of the Chriftian religion. Neither your 
" being Jtws by nation, nor your becpm> 
" ing the fubje&s of Chrift's kingdom, gives 
" you any difpenfation for making difturbances 
"in the government under which you live. 
" Approve yourfelves, therefore, as peaceable 

* Grotius obferves, that the Greek words, here 
ofed, anfwer to the tributmm and wedigal of the 
Romans \ the former was the money paid for the 
foil and poll ; the latter, the duties laid upon fame 
forts of merchandize. And what the apoftlc here 
fays, deserves -to be ferioufly confidered by all 
Chriftians concerned in that common pradice of 
carrying on an illicit trade, and running of goods. 

3 "and 
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" and dutiful fubje&s. Be ready to pay t? 
•' your rulers all that they may, in refpeft 
" of their office, jiftly demand of you. Ren- 
u der tribute aad enftom to thofe of your 
" governors to whom tribute and cuftom be* 
" long : and chearfully honour and reverence 
" all who are verted with civil authority, ac- 
44 cording to their defertt." 

The apoftle's doftrine, in the paflage thus 
explained, concerning the office of civil ru- 
lers, and the duty of fubjefts, may be fumed up- 
in the following obfervationi -, * viz. 

That the end of magiftraey it tire good bf 
civil fociety, asfucbz 

That chrit rulers, as frcb, are the ordinance 
and mtnifters of God ; it being by his per* 
miflion and providence that any bear rule j and 
agreeable to his will, that there Aould be/*m# 
perfins veiled with authority in fociety, for th« 
well-being of k : 

That which is here faid concerning civil 
rulers, extends to all of them in common : 
it relates indifferently to monarchical, repub- 
lican, 

* The feveral ob&rvatioas here only mentioned, 
were handled at large in two preceding difcoutft* 
upon this fubjett. 
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Kcan and ariftocratical government ; and to 
aH other forms which truly anfwer the fole 
end of government, the happinefs of fociety $ 
and to all the different degrees of authority 
in any particular date ; to inferior officers no 
led than the fupreme. 

Tbat difobedience to civil rulers in the due 
exercife of their authority, is not merely a 
political fin, but an heinous offence again/1 God 
and religion : 

That the true ground and reafon f of our 
obligation to be fubje& to the higher powers, 

ia 



f Some fuppofe the apoftle in this paflage, in* 
forces the duty of fubmiffion, with two arguments 
quite diftindt from each other; one taken from 
this confederation, that rulers are the ordinance, 
and minifters of God, (ver. i, 2, and 4.) and 
the other, from the benefits that accrue to fociety, 
from' civil government, (ver. 3, 4, and 6.) And 
indeed thefe may be diftinft motives and argu- 
ments for fubmiffion, as they may be feparately 
viewed and contemplated. But when we confider 
that rulers are not the ordinance and the mini- 
sters of God, but only fo far forth as they per- 
form God's wi.l, by afting up to their office and 
character, and fo by being benefactors to fociety, 
this makes thefe arguments coincide, and run up 
tmoiii at lad: at lead fo far, that the former 
of them cannot hold good for fubmiiEon, where 

the 
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is the ufefalneft of mapftracy (when properly 
exercifed) to human fociety, and its fabfcrrienqr 
to the general welfare : 

Tbat obedience to civil rata* it here equal* 
ly required under all forms of government* 
which aofwer to the fole cod of all government, 
the good of fociety 5 and to every degree of 
aothot ky in any ftate* whether fupreme or fub» 
ordinate: 

(From whence it follows, 

That if unlimited obedience and non re- 
Mance, be here required as a duty under any 
one form of government, it is alio required- 

the latter fails. Pbt the foppofition, that any matt 
hearing the title of a magiftrate, fhould exercife 
his power in fuch a manner as to have no claim 
to obedience by virtue of that argument which it 
founded upon the ufefulnefs of magiftracy ; and 
you equally take off* the force of 1 the other argu- 
ment alfo, which is founded upon- his* being the 
ordinance and the minifter of God. For he is no 
longer God's ordinance and minifter, than he atf s 
up to his office and character, by exerrifing his 
power for the good of fociety Thb is, in 

orief, the reafon why it* is faid above, in the Jin- 
g*lar number, that the true grguud and reaf§* 9 &C. 
The ufe and propriety of this remark may posYbly 
be more apparent in the procefs of the argument 
concerning refinance. 

as- 
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as a" duty trader all other forms; and as a 
doty to fubordioate rolers as well as to the 
fupreme.) 

And laftly, that thofe civil rulers to whom* 
the apoftle injoins fubje&ion, are the perfons 
in pofleffhn; the powers that be \ thofe who are 
aQually vetted with authority *. 

There is one very important and intereft- 
ing point which remains to be enquired into ; 
namely, the extent of that fubje&ion to the 

higher 



* This mud be understood with this provi/h, 
that they do not grofly abufe their power and 
traft, but exercife it for the good of thofe that 
are governed. Who thefe perfons were, whether 
Nero, &c. or not, the apoftle does not fay ; but 
leaves it to be determined by thofe to whom he 
writes God does not interpofe, in a miraculous 
way, to point out the perfons who (hall bear rule, 
and to whom fubje&ion is due. And as to the 
unalienable, indefeafible right of primogeniture, the 
fcriptures are entirely filent: or rather plainly con* 
tradilt it: Saul being the firft king among the 
IfraeUttt ; and appointed .to the royal dignity, 
daring his own father's life- time: and he was fuc- 
ceedr d, or rather fuperfeded, by David the lad bom 
emong many brethren ■ Now if God has not in- 
variably determined this matter, it muft, of courfe, 
*e determined by men. And if it be determined 
by men it muft be determined either in the way 
of/to* or of eempaB. And which of thefe is the 
mod epatabk 9 can be no qucftiom 
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higher powers* which is here enjoined as a 
duty upon all chriftians. Some have thought 
it warrantable and and glorious, to difobey the 
civil powers in certain circumftances ; and, in 
cafes of very great and general oppreffion* 
while humble remonftrances fail of having any 
effe&; and when the public welfare cannot 
be otherwife provided for and fecured, to rife 
unanimoufly even againft the fovereign him- 
felf, in order to redrefs their grievances ; to 
vindicate their natural and legal rights: to 
break the yoke oftyranny, and free them- 
felves and pofterity from inglorious fcrvitude 
and ruin. It is upon this principle that many 
royal oppreflbrs have been driven from their 
thrones into banUhment ; and many (lain by 
the hands of their fubje&s. It was upon thr* 
principle thztTarfttin was expelled from Rc"j*% 
and Julius Cafar t the conqueror of the world,. 
and the tyrant of his country, cut off in the 
ftnate-houfe. It was upon this principle, that 
king Charles I. was beheaded before his own 
banqucting-houfe. It was upon this princi- 
ple, that king James II. was made to fly that 
country, which he aimed at enflaving: And 
upon this principle was that revolution brought 
about, which has been fo fruitful of happy 
confequences to Great Britain. But in op- 
po fit ion to this principle, it has often been 
aiTertedj that the fcriprure in general (and th* 

portage 
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paflage under confideration in particular) makes 
all rcfiftance to princes a crime, in any cafe 
whatever If they turn tyrants, and be- 
come the common opprefibrs of thofe, whofe 
welfare they ought to regard with a paternal 
affe&ion, we mud not pretend to right our- 
felves, unlefs it be by prayers and tears and 
humble entreaties: and if thefe methods fait 
of procuring redrcfs, we muft not have re- 
courfe to any other, but all fuffer ourfelves 
to be robbed and butchered at the pleafure 
of the Lord 1 s anointed; left we (hould incur 
the fin of rebellion, and the punifhment of 
damnation. For he has God's authority and 
commiffion to bear him out in the worft of 
crimes, fo far that he may not be withftood 
or controuled. Now whether we are obliged 
to yield fuch an abfolute fubmiffion to our 
pribce ; or whether difobedience and refift- 
ance may not be juftifiable in fome cafes, 
soewithftanding any thing in the pafTage be- 
fore us, is an enquiry in which we are all 
concerned ; and this is the inquiry which is 
the main defign of the prefent difcourfe. 

Now there does not feem to be any ne* 
ceffityoffuppofing, that an abfolute unlimited 
obedience, whether a&ive or paflive, is here 
injoined, merely for this reafon, that the pre- 
cept is delivered in abfolute terms, without 

any 
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any exception or limitation exprefly mentioned. 
We are enjoined, (ver. I .) to be fubjeft to the 
bibber powers: and (ver. 5.) to btfubjeel for 
tonfeience fake. And becaufe thefe expreffions 
are abfolute and unlimited, (or more proper- 
ly* general) fome have inferred, that the Tub- 
jeftion required in them, muft be abfolute and 
unlimited alfo : at leaft fo far forth as to make 
paffive obedience and non-refiftance, a duty 
in all cafes whatever, if not a&ive obedience 
Iikewife. Though, by the way, there is here 
no diflin&ion made between adive and paffive 
obedience ; and if either of them be required 
iu an unlimited fenfe, the other muft be re* 
quired in the fame fenfe alfo, by virtue of 
the prefent argument ; becaufe the expreffions 
are equally abfolute with refpeft to both* 
But that unlimited obedience of any fort, can* 
not be argued merely from the indefinite ex* 
preffions in which obedience is enjoined, ap- 
pears from hence, that expreffions of the fame 
nature, frequently occur in fcripture, upon 
which it is cepfefljed on all hands, that no 
fuch abfolute and unlimited fenfe ought to be 
put. For example, Love not the world \ nei- 
ther the things that are in the world *\ Lay 
not up for your/elves treafures up:n ea$th\\ 
Take therefore no thought for the morrow J 5 
are precepts exprefled in at leaft equally a&- 
♦ 1 Johaii. 15. f Matt. vi. 19- % Matt. vi. $4* 

folute 
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-folate tod unlimited terms : but it is gene- 
rally allowed, that they are to be underftood 
with certain reftridions and limitations ; fome 
degree of love to the world, and the things 
of it, being allowable. Nor, indeed, do the 
Right Reverend Fathers in God, and other dig* 
nified clergymen of the eflabliihed church, ftem 
to be altogether aVerfe to admitting of refl fic- 
tions in the latter cafe, how warm foever any of 
them may be again ft reftri&ions, and limitations, 
in cafe of fubmiflion to authority, whether civil 
orecclcfiaftical. It is worth remarking alfo, that 
patience and fubmiflion under private injuries, 
are enjoined in much more peremptory and 
abfolute terms, than any that are ufed with 
jegard to fubVniflion to the injuftice and op- 
preffion of civil rulers. Thus, I fay unto you> 
that ye rtfift not evil\ but whofocver Jhall fmite 
thee on the right cheek* turn to him the other 
alfo. Ant if any man wllfue thee at the law, 
and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke. 
And whofuever fiati compel thee to go a mile 
with bim 9 go with him twain \ Any man 
may be defied to produce fuch firong expref- 
fions in favour of a paflive and tame fubmif- 
fion to unjuft, tyrannical rulers, as are here 
ufed to inforce fubmiflion to private injuries. 
But how few are there that underftaod thofe 
cxpreflions literally r And the reafon why they 

• Matt. v. 39, 40, 41. ' 

do 
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4o not, is becatfe (with fubmiffion to the Queh 
iers) common fenfc (hews that they were not 
intended to be fo uaderftood* 

But to inflaace in fome icriptture-precepts, 
which are more diredHy to the point in hand. 
Children are commanded to obejr their 
parents, and fervant* their mailers, in as ab- 
solute and unlimited terms as fubjefts are here 
commanded to obey their civil rulers. Thus 
this fame apoftle . Children obey your pa- 

rents in the Lord ; fir this is right. Honour 
4hy father and mother , ■ which is tht firjt 

commandment with prorhife. Servants, be 

obedient to them that are your maflers accord- 
ing to the ftejb 9 with fear and tremblings with 
fmglenefs of your heart as unto Chrijl*. Thus 
alfo wives are commanded to be obedient to 
their hulbands ■■ Wives^ fubmit yourfelves 

unto your hujbands as unto the Lord. For the 
hujband is the head of the wife % even as CHRIST 
IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

« Therefore as the church is fubjeSi unto 

Chrijt* fo let the wives be to their own huf 
bands IN EVERY TBINGf. Xn all 
thefe cafes, fubmiffion is required in tortus 
{at leaft) as abfolute and univerfai, as are 
ever ufed with refpeft to rulers and fubje&s. 

* Eph. vi. 1, &cZ , +Eph. v. *2. %ii 24. 

I But 
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But who fuppofes that the apoftle ever in- 
tended to teach, that children, fervants and 
wives, {hould, in all cafes whatever, obey 
their parents, mailers and hufbaods refpeflivc- 
ly, never making any oppottion to their will, 
even although they (hould require them to 
break the commandments of God, or (hould 
caufelefly make an attempt upon their lives ? 
No one puts fuch a fenfe upon thefe ex- 
preffions, however abfolute and unlimited. 
Why then (hould it be fuppofed, that the apo- 
ftle defigned to teach univerfal obedience, 
whether aftive or paffive, to the higher powas^ 
merely becaufe his precepts are delivered in 
abfolute and unlimited terms ? And if this be 
a good argument in one cafe, why is it not 
in others alfo ? If it be faid that refinance 
and difobedience to the higher powers, is here 
(aid pofitively to be a fin, fo alfo is the dif- 
obedience of children to parents ; fervants to 
mailers ; and wives to hufbands, in other 
places of fcripture. But the queftion Hill re- 
mains, whether in all thefe cafes there be not 
fome exceptions? In the three latter, it is 
allowed there are. And from hence it fol- 
low?, that barely the ufe of abfolute expref- 
fions, is no proof, that obedience to civil ru- 
lers, is, in all cafes, a duty ; or refiftance, in 
all cafes a (in. I (hould not have thought it 
worth while to take any notice at all of this 

argument 
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argument, had it Dot been much infifted upon 
by Tome of the advocates for paffivc-obedience 
and non-refiftance : for it is, in itfelf, per?* 
feflly trifling; and rendered confiderable only 
by the ftrefs that has been laid upon it for want 
of better. 

There is, indeed, one pafiage in the new 
te (lament, where it may fcem, at firft view, 
that an unlimited fubmiilion to civil rulers, is 
enjoined. — — Submit yourfelves to every or- 
dinance of man for the Lcrd's fake*. . 

To every ordinance of wan. - However, 

this expreffion is no flronger than that be- 
fore taken notice of, with relation to the duty 
of wives — — So lit the wives be fubjecl to their 

own hujbands 1 NEVERYTHING. 

But the true folution of this difficulty (if it 
be one) is this : by every ordinance of man f f 
is not meant every command of the civil ma- 
giftrate without exception ; but every ordor of 
magijirates appointed by man ; — — - whether 
fuperior or inferior : for fo the apoflle explains 

bimfelf in the very next words Whether 

it be to the king as fuprem$\ or to governors* 

• i . Pet. ii. 1 3. 

f Literally every human inftit>*tion % or appoint' 
ntt . By which manner of expreffion the apoftte 
plainly intimates, that rulers derive their authority 
itmidiattl), not from God % but from men. 

as 
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as unto them that an fent 9 &c. Bat although 
the apoftle had not fubjoined any fuch ex- 
planation, the reafon of the thing itfelf would 
have obliged us to limit the expreffion [evtry 
ordinance of man] to fuch human ordinances 
and commands, as are not inconfiftent with 
the ordinances and commands of God, the fu- 
preme lawgiver ; or with any other higher, and 
antecedent, obligations. 

It is to be obferved, in the next place, that 
as* the duty of univerfal obedience and non- 
refiftance to the higher powers, cannot be ar- 
gued from the abfolute unlimited expreflions 
which the apoftle here ufes $ fo neither can 
it be argued from the fcope and drift of his 
reafoning, confidered with relation to the per- 
fons he was here oppofing. As was obferved 
above, there were fome profeffed chrijlians in 
the apoftolic age, who difclaimed all rnagi- 
flracy and civil authority in genera], defpifmg 
government y and /peaking evil of dignities ; fome 
under a notion that Jews ought not to be 
under the jurifdidion of Gentile rulers; and 
others, that they were fet free from the tem- 
poral powers, by Chrift. Now it is with 
perfons of this licentious opinion and charac- 
ter, that the apoftle is concerned* And all 
that was dire&ly to his point, was to (hew, 
that they were bound to fubmit to magi- 
V O L. II. O ftrac 
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ftracy in general. This is a circumftance very 
material to be taken notice of, in order to 
afcertain the fenfe of the apoftle. For this 
beipg confidered, it is fufficient to account 
for all that he fays concerning the duty of 
fubej&ion, and the fin of refiftance to the 
higher powers f without having recourfe to the 
dolfrine of unlimited fubmiffion and paffive 
obedience, in all cafes whatever. Were it 
known that thofe in oppofition to whom, the 
apoftle wrote, allowed of civil authority in 
general, and only aflerted that there were f:me 
cafes in which obedience, and non refiftance, 
were not a duty ; there would, then, indeed, 
be rcafon for interpreting this paflage as con- 
taining the do&rine of unlimited obedience, 
and non-refiftance, as it muft, in this cafe, 
be fnppofed to have been levelled againft fuch 
- as denied that do&rine. Bat fince it is cer- 
tain that there were perfons who vainly ima- 
gined* that civil government in general, was 
not to be regarded by them, it is moft rea- % 
fonable to fuppofe, that the apoftle defigned 
his difcourfe only againft them. Andagree- 
ably to this fuppofition, we find that he ar- 
gues the ufefulnefs of civil magiftracy in ge- 
geral; its agreeablenefs to the will and pur- 
pofe of God, who is ever all; and fo deduces 
from hence, the obligation of fubmiffion to 
|U But it will not follow, that becaufe civil 

govern- 
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government is in general a good inftitution, 
and neceflary to the peace and happinefs of 
human fociety, therefore there arc no fup- 
pofable cafes in which refiflance to it can 
be innocent. So that the duty of unlimited 
obedience, whether a&ive or paffive, can be 
•rgued, neither from the manner of exprcf- 
fion here ufed, nor from the general fcope and 
defign of the paflage. 

And if we attend to the nature of the ar- 
gument with which the apoftle here inforces 
the duty of fubmiflion to the higher powers, 
we (hall find it to be fuch an one as con- 
cludes not in favour of fubmiflion to all who 
bear the title of rulers, in common ; but only, 
to thofe who a finally perform the duty of 
rulers, by exercifing a reafonable and juft au- 
thority, for the good of human fociety. This 
is a point which it will be proper to enlarge 
• upon ; becaufe the queftion before us turns 
much upon the truth or falftiood of this po- 
fition. It is obvious, then in general, that 
the civil rulers, whom the apoftle here fpeaks 
of, and obedience to whom he preiTes upon 
Chriftians as a duty, arc good rulers*, fuch 

as 

* By gcod rulers, aie not intended fuch as are 

good in a moral or religious, but only a political 

O 2 lenfe; 
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as are in the exercife of their office and 
power benefactors to fociety. Such they arc 
defcribed to be, throughout this paflage. Thus 
it is faid, that they are not a terror to good 
works but to the evil ; that they are God's 
minijlers for good; avengers to execute wrath 
upon him that doth evil; and that they atterid 
continually upon this very thing. St. Peter gives 
the fame account of rulers : they are for % a 
praife to them that do well 9 and the punijh* 
mcnt of evil doers. It is manifeft that this 
character and defer! ptioh of rulers, agrees only 
to fuch as are rulers in faft, as well as in 
name : to fuch as govern well, and aft agree- 
ably to their office. And the apoftle's argu- 
ment for fubmiffion to rulers, is wholly built 
and grounded upon a preemption that they 
do in fact anfwer this character; and is of 
no force at all upon fuppofltion of the con* 
trary. If rulers are a terror to good works , 
and not to the evil; if they are not tninijlers 
for good to fociety) but for evil, and djftrefs 
by violence and oppreffion ; if they execute 
wrath upon fober, peaceable perfons, who do 
their duty as members of fociety, and fuffer 
rich and honourable knaves to efcape with 



fen'c ; thofe who perform their duty fo far as their 
iifi e extends ; and fo far as civil fociety, as fuch, 
ia concerned in their actions. 

im- 
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impunity ; if, inftead of attending continually 
upon the good work of advancing the pub- 
lic welfare, they attend only upon the gra- 
tification of their own luft and pride and am- 
bition, to the definition of the public wel- 
fare; if this be the cafe, it is plain that 
the apoftle's argument for fubmiffion does not 
reach them ; they are not the fame, but dif- 
ferent perfons from thofe whom he charac- 
terizes; and who muft be obeyed according 

to his reafoning. Let me iiluftrate the 

apoftle's argument, by the following fimiH- 
tudt: (it is no matter how far it is from any 
thing which has, in faft, happened in the 
world.) Suppofe, then, it was allowed, in ge- 
neral, that the clergy were an ufeful order of 
men; that they ought to be ejhemed v.ry 
highly in love for tb,ir works fake * ; and to 
be decently fupportcd by thofe whom they 
fervc, the labourer being worthy of his reward f. 
Suppofe farther, that a number of Revermd 
and Right Reverend Drones, who worked not \ 
who preached, perhaps, but once a year, and 
then, not the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, but the 
divine right of tytbes; ■ ■ » the dignity of their 
office as amhajjadors of Cbrifl, the equity of 
fine- cures, and a plurality of benefices \ ■ ■ ■■ 

* iThcf v. 13. f 1 Tim.v. 18. 

O 3 the 
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the excellency of the 'dvot'ons in that prayer" 
bo'.k % which fome of them hired chaplains U 
up fr them ; ■ or fome favourite point 

of d urch'tyranrryy and aniichrijlian ufurpatioo \ 
fuppofe fuch men as thtfe, fpending their lives 
in effeminacy, luxury andidlenefs; (or when 
they were not idle, doing that whieh is worfe 
than idlenefs 5 fuppofe fuch men) fhoulrf, 
merely by the merit of ordination and c nfo- 
crut> n, and a peculiar^ odd habit, claim great 
refpeft and reverence from thofe whom they 
civilly called the beajls if the laity*; and 
demand thoufands fer qnnum, for that good 

fcrvice which they nevir performed ; and 

for which, if they had performed it, this would' 
be much more than a quantum meruit : fup- 
pofe this (hould be .the cafe, (it is only by 
way of JimiUi and furely it will give oa of- 
fence) woo Id not every body be aftonifhed at 
fuch infolcoce, injuftice and impiety? And 
ought not fuch men to be told plainly, that 
they could not reafonably expeft the efteena 
and reward due to the miniflers of the gof- 
pe), unlcfs they did the duties of their office ? 
Should they not be told, that their titt and 
bat it claimed no regard, reverence or pay, 
fepsrate from the tare and ivo'k, and various. 
duties of \he\r funclicn ? And that while they 
uegleiled the kv.*r % the former ferved only 

* Mr, Lfjfie. 

to 
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to render them the more ridiculous and con- 
temptible ? The application of this fimili~ 

tmde to the cafe in hand, is very eafy. 
If thofe who bear the title of civil rulers, 
do not perform the duty of civil rulers, but 
a& diredly counter to the fole end and de- 
fign of their office; if they injure and op- 
prefs their fubjc&s, iniiead of defending their 
rights and doing them good ; they have not 
the Ieaft pretence to be honoured, obeyed and 
rewarded, according to the apoftle's argument. 
For his reafoning, in order to (hew the duty 
of ihbjedion to the higher ptuers, is, as was 
before obferved, built wholly upon the fup- 
pofUion, that they do, in fa ft > perform the duty 
of rulers. 

If it be (aid, that the apoftle here ufts 
another argument for fubmiffion to the higher 
ftwersy befides that which is taken from the 
ufefalnefs of their office to civil fociety, when 
properly difcharged and executed ; namely* 
that their power is from God -> that they are 
ordained of God 5 and that they are God's mi- 
nifters : and if it be faid, that this argument 
for fubmiffion to them will hold good, al- 
though they do not exercife their power for 
the benefit, but for the ruin, and deftru&ion of 
human fociety j this objection was obviated, in 
O 4 \tt\ 
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part tyfafc Rolera hire oo authority from 
God to do attentat* They tro not Art «> 

ifejiw, or God'e mi*i/lsn f to any other faff 
( tbio m it U by htt pennlffioo sad proftdaoce, r < 
that they are eielted to bear rote j arid ae ma* 
giflracy daly exerct&d, aod authority rightly 
applied* io tbo enadiog aod cuestfng goad 
Jiwii— lawi attempered aod iccoowoodaiad <• . 
the commoo welfare of tba fntyefta, soft be 
foppofed to be agreeable to the will of the bo* 
neAcent author and fuprcmc Lord of the Ml?, 
vcr ft) whofe kingdom ruUtb $v$r *tffi and 
whofe Undir mtrciti *rt our oslt bit wwriff* . 
Ik 1i blafphcmjr to call tyranta and oppreflbn* 
God's miniflort. They are more properly tb$ 
mtffingifi of fatan to bujftt us ||. No ruleri 
nrc properly God's minijlori, but fuch ai are 
ju/t, ruling in th$ ftar of God*. When ooce 
mnglflrntci aft contrary to their office, aod 
the end of their inftitution \ when they rob 
and ruin the public, Inftead of being gyar- 
dlani of its peace and welfare % they Immc- 
dlatcty ceafe to be the ordinandi and minifim 
of God \ and no more defer** that gloriooa 
character than common pirttti and bigkwty* 
mtn. So that whenever that argument for 

t Pftl. ciii. 19. 

j Pf-K cxlv. to. H a Cor. ill 7. 

• a Sam. ax\i\* v 



• und Orthodoxy Jhaken. 297 

fabmiffion foils, which is grounded upon the 
ufefulnefs of magiftracy to civil fociety, (as 
it -always does when magiftrates do hurt to 
fociety inftead of good) the other argument, 
which is taken from their being the ordi- 
nance of God, muft neceflarily fail alfo ; no 
perfon of a civil character being God's mi- 
nijier, in the fenfe of the apoflle, any farther 
than he performs God's will, by exercifing a 
juft and reafonablc authority ; and ruling for the 
good of the fubjeft. 

This in general. Let us now trace the 
apoftle's reafoning in favour of fubmiffion to 
the higher pout's, a little more particularly 
and exadly. For by this it will appear, on 
one hand, how good and conclufive it is, 
for fubmiffion to thofe rulers who exercife 
their power in a proper manner : and, on the 
other, how weak and trifling, and inconneft- 
ed it is, if it be fuppofed to be meant by 
the apoflle to fhow the obligation and duty 
of obedience to tyrannical, oppreffive rulers in 
common with others of a different character. 

The apoflle enters upon this fubjeft thus 

Let tvery ]>.ul be fubjeft unto the ligbir 

potvers ; for there is no power but of God : 

the powers that be, are ordained of God*. 

* Ver. 1. 

05 x V*** 
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Here he urges the doty of obedience from this 
topic of argument, that civil rulers, as they 
are fuppofed to fulfil the pleafure of God, 
are the ordinance of God. Bat how is this 
an argument for obedience to fuch rulers at 
do not perform the pleafure of God, by do- 
ing good ; but the pleafure of the devil, by 
doing evil ; and fuch as are not, therefore, 
Goefs miaiflen, but the devil's ! IVbofoever* 
therefore* reftfleth the p.uer % rtfifteth tie ordi* 
name of God : and they that rejifl 9 Jball re- 
ee've to ihtmf rives damnation ♦. Here the apo- 
ft!c argncs, that thofc who refill a reafonabie 
andjuft authority, which is agreeable to the 
will of God, do really rcfift the will of GuJ 
hinr/cif; and will, therefore, he punifhed hj 
Mm. Jiut how dots ti.is prove, ihat thofc 
who rtfii't a lawlifs, iinreafonablc power, 
which ir. contrary to the will of God, do thcic- 
in rcfift the wiil and ordinance of God ? Is re- 
fitting thofc who rcfift (jod's will, the fan.? 
thing with refitting God ? Or ftiall thofc 
who do fo, receive to tbemf rives damnation r 
F\r rulers are not a terror to good worki y hut 
to the iviL Witt thou then not le aft aid *f 
t 1 '/ fowif ? Do that wh'uh is g*od\ and thou 
/hilt have p'afe of the Jame. lor le ii tie 
m r,ijl r 0/ God to thee f.r prd \. Jfcrc the 
opolllc argues more explicitly than he had 

• Vcr. a. \ V«. ^% *»A ^\\\vA >^*. *,\Y\. 
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before done, for revering, and fnbmitting to 
magiftracy, from this confideration, that fach as 
really performed the doty of magistrates, would 
be enemies only to the evil aflions of men, 
and would befriend and encourage the good ; 
and fo be a common bleffng to fociety. But 
how is this an argument, that we muft ho- 
nour, and fubmit to fuch magiftrates as are 
not enemies to the evil aflions of men ; but 
to the good ; and fuch as are not a common 
bleffing, but a common curfe, to fociety ! Bit 
if thou do that which is ezil> he afraid: fr 
bets the minijhr ef God y a revenger^ U ne- 
cute wrath upon h'-m that doth evil *. Here 
the apoftle argues from the nature and end 
of magiftracy, that fuch as did evil, (and 
fuch only) had reafon to be afraid of the hgher 
powers ; it being part of their office to punirti 
evil doers, no ltfs than to defend und en- 
courage fuch as do well. But if magiftrates 
are unrighteous ; if they are rcfpiftes offer- 
Jbns; if they are partial in their adminiflra- 
tion of juflfce ; then thofe who do well have 
as much reafon to he afraid* as thofe that 
do evil : there can be no fafety for the good, 
nor any peculiar ground of terror to the un- 
ruly and injurious. So that, in this caff, the 
main end of civil government will be fruftrat- 
*d. And what reafon is there for fubmit- 

* Ver. 4th, latter part. . 

6 *^t 
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ting to that government, which does by no 
means anfwer the dcfiga of government ? 
Wberefere ye muft needs be fiibjtH net enfyfer 
wratb 9 but oj/h for anfcitnce fake *. Here the 
apoftle argues the duty of a chearfnl and con- 
fcieotious fubmiffion to civil government, from 
the nature and end of magiftracy a» he had 
before laid it down, /. e. as the defign of it 
was to punifli evil doers, and to fupport and 
encourage fuch as do well ; and as it muft, 
if fo exercifed, be agreeable to the will of 
God. But how does what he here fays, 
prove the duty of a chearful and confcientt- 
ous fubjeftion to thofe who forfeit the cha- 
racter of rulers ? To thofe who encourage the 
bad, and difcourage the good? The argu- 
ment here ufed no more proves it to be a 
fin to refill fuch rulers, than it does, to re- 
fijl the devils that he may flee from us f. For 
one is as truly the min'Jier cf God as the 
orher. /ir, for this ca*fe pay you tribute etlfi \ 
f<r they are God's mihijters, jttending cents* 
nutily upon this very thing §. " Here the apoftle 
argues the duty of paying taxes, from this 
confideration, that thofe who perform the duty 
nf rulers, are continually attending upon the 
public welfare. But how does this argument 
conclude for paying taxes to fuch princes, as 
are continually endeavouring to ruin the pub- 

* Vcr* 5. t J* mc * iv - 7« § Vefc 6. 

lie ? 
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He i And efpccially when fuch payment would; 
facilitate and promote this wicked defign ? 
Render therefore to all their dues; tribute, to 
whom tribute is due ; cujlom, to whom cufiom ; 
fear, to whom fear $ honour, to whom honour** 
Here the apoftle fum9 up what he had beei^ 
faying concerning the duty of fubjefts to 
irulers. And his argument ftand9 thus * 
*« Since magiftrates, who execute their office 
" well, are common benefa&ors to fociety; 
« c and may, in that refpeft, be properly Ailed 
«* the mxniftkrs und ordinance of God; and 
<c fince they are conftantly employed in the 
« l fervice of the public; it becomes you to 
€4 pay them tribute and cuftomj and to re- 
€i verence, honour, and fubmit to them in 
•* the execution of their refpeftive offices." 
This is apparently good reafoning. But does 
this argument conclude for the duty of pay- 
ing tiibute, cuftom, reverence, honour, and 
obedience, to fuch perfons 'as (although they 
bear the title of rulers) ufe all their power 
to hurt and injure the public ? Such as are 
not Goofs mini/lersj but fatan'% ? Such as do 
not take care of, and attend upon, the pub* 
lie intereft, but their, own, to the ruin of the 
public ? that is, in ftiort, to fuch as have no 
natural and juft claim at all to tribute, cu- 
ftom, reverence, honour and obedience ? It 
is to be hoped that thofe who have any re- 
■ • Ver. 7. . 
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(bodiog, vi**** rtprtfot hl^at reafcofag , 
to loch a loofe ioeohcraic mmm r mi. 4m»» * 
{sg cooclvfioof, which, by **tfe* loft**** 
'Irintohkpr«Difct. For »h*tq» **m» 
abford thaa « mgi*^<thm(h^t VJ& 
« lcra a** feriMr ofic^bpfwl^ ^tf* • 
f • th^bn%pdfiur8 and the good of feciatyj. 
■«• th£fore 700 #rc boud to pay tfcoi*k 
f 4 Ipite, to honour and to fubpittp tbe%e» * 
«• area when they deftroj tip foMic wdf 
«• fere, and art a common peft tabdUf^kf r- 
"alKog iij difcacootrtdiftioa totbcaaow -■ 
«• aod end of their office/' . '■ / 

Thus, upon a careful review of the apo* 
flic's rcafoning in this paffiige, it appears that 
his arguments to enforce fubroiflloo, are of 
fuch a nature, as to conclude only in favour 
offubmiffion to fu(h ruUr$ u$ be bimfelf if 
fcribt$\ i. t. fuch as rale for the good of 
fociety, which ie the only end of their in- 
stitution. Common tyrants, and public op» 
; preflbrs, are Dot intiiled to obedience from their 
Xubjefts, by virtue of any thing here laid dowa 
4>y the iofpired apoflle. 

I now add, farther, that the apoAle's ar- 
il £0 Ik to* graftal U to be the 
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^duty of the people to obey, and fubmit to, foch 
rulers at aft in contradiction to the public 
good •, and fo to the defign of their office, 
that it proves the dtrett contrary. For, pleafe 
to obferve, that if the end of all civil go- 
vernment, be the good of fociety; if this 
be the thing that is aimed at in conflict- 
ing civil rulers ; and if the motive and ar- 
gument for fubmiflion to government, be ta- 
ken from the apparent ufefulncfs of civil au- 
thority ; it follows, that when no fuch good 
end can be anfwered by fubmiflion, there 
remains no argument or motive to enforce it ; 
and if inflead of this good end's facing brought 
about by fubmiflion, a contrary ondls brought 
about, and the ruin and mifcry of focicty ef- 
fefled by it % here is a plain and pofitive rca- 
fon againft fubmiflion in all fuch cafes, fliould 
they ever happen. And therefore, in fuch 
cafes, a regard to the public welfare ought to 
make us with-hold from our rulers, that obe- 
dience and fubjeftion which it would other* 
wife be our duty to render to them. If 
it be our duty, for example, to obey our king, 

* This doei not intend, their a&ing fo in a 
fr<w fa* titular injlancn % which the b ll of rulcta 
may do through mi ft. ike, Wr. but their ailing fo 
ka'it««Vy ; and in a manner wh'ch plainly (howi, 
that ihcy aim at making thcmfclvcs great by the 
suiu of ibtir fubjc&s. < 
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merely for. this reafon, that he rules for the 
public welfare, (which is the only argument 
the apoftle makes ufe of) it follows, by a 
parity of reafon, that when he torus tyrant, 
and makes his fubjccls his prey to devour and 
to deftroy, inftead of his charge to defend and 
chcriQi, we are bound to throw off our al- 
legiance to him, and to refill ; and that ac- 
cording to the tenor of the apofile's argu- 
ment in this paflagc. Not to difcontinue our 
allegiance, in this cafe, would be to join with 
the fovercign in promoting the flavery and 
mifery of that fociety, the welfare of which, 
we ourfelves, as well as our fovereign, are 
indifpenfibly obliged to fecure and promote, 
as 1 far as in us lies. It is true, the apoflle 
puts no cafe of fuch a tyrannical prince ; but 
by his grounding his argument for fubmif- 
fion wholly upon the good of civil fociety ; 
it is plain he implicitly authorifes, and even 
requires us to make refiflance, whenever this 
(hall be neceflary to the public fafety and 
happinefs. Let me make ufe of this eafy 
and familiar Jimilitude to illuftrate the point 

in hand Suppofe God requires a family of 

children to obey their father and not to refill 
him; and inforccs his command with this 
argument; that the fuperintendence and care 
and authority of a juft and kind parent, will 
contribute to the happinefs of the whole fa- 
mily i 
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mily j fo that they ought to obey hiai for their 
own fakes mere thzn for his : fuppofe this pa- 
rent at length runs clfrrafred, and attempts in 
his mad fit, to cut ail his children's throats : 
now, in this cafe, is not the rezfon before af- 
figned, why thefe children (hould obey their 
parent while he continued of a found mind, 
namely, their c.mmon gzzd^ a reafon equally 
condufive for difobeying and refitting him, 
fince he is become delirious, and attempts their 
ruin ? It makes no alteration in the argument, 
whether this parent, properly fpeaking, lofes 
his reafon ; or does while he retains his unders- 
tanding, that which is as fatal in its confc- 
qnences, as any thing he could do, were he 
"really deprived of it. This fimilitude needs no 
formal application. 

Bat it ought to be remembered, that if the 
duty of univerfal obedience and non-refiftance 
to our king or prince, can be argued from this 
paflage, the fame fubmiffion under a republican* 
or any other form of government ; and even 
to all the fubordinate powers in any particular 
ftate, can be proved by it as well : which is 
more than thofe who alledge it for the men- 
tioned purpofe, would .be willing (hould be in- 
ferred from it. So that this pafTagc docs not 
anfwer their purpofe; but really overthrows 
and confutes it. This matter defcrve* to be 
more particularlv confidered.— The advacaf/* 
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for unlimited fubmiffion and paffive obedience 
do, if I miftake not, always fpeak with refe- 
rence to kingly or monarchical government, 
as diftinguifhed from all other forms ; and, 
with reference, to fubmitting to the will of the 
king, in diftinQion from all fubordinate officers, 
ailing beyond their commiffion, and the au- 
thority which they have received from • the 
crown. It is not pretended that any perfonsr 
befides kings, have a divine right to do what 
they pleafe, fo that no one may refill them, 
without incurring the guilt of fa&ioufnefs and ' 
rebellion. If any other fuprcme powers op* 
prefs the people, it is generally allowed, that 
the people may get redrefs, by refinance, if 
other methods prove ineffe&ual. And if any 
Officers in a kingly government, go beyond the 
limits of that power which they have derived 
from the crown, (the fuppofed original fource 
of all power and authority in the ftate) and at- 
tempt illegally, to take away the properties and 
livis of their fellow- fubjefts, they may be for- 
ctyfy refilled, at leaft till application can be 
r>te to the crown. But as to the fove- 
reign himfelf, he may not be refitted in any 
cafe; nor any of his officers, while they con- 
fine themfeives within the bounds which he has 
prefcribed to them. This is, I think, a true 
(ketch of the principles of thofe who defend the 
dottrine of paffive obedience and non- refinance. 
j Now 
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Now there is nothing in fcripture which fup- 
ports this fcheme of political principles. As 
to the paflage under con fi deration, the apoftle 
here fpeaks of civil rulers in general ; of all 
perfons in common^ veiled with authority for 
the good of fociety, without any particular re- 
ference to one form of government, more than 
Co another ; or to the fupreme power in any 
particular ft ate, more than to fubordinate pow- 
ders. The apoftle does not concern himfelf 
with the different forms of government*. This 

he 



• * The etience of government (I mean good go* 
T eminent ; and this is the only government which 
the apoftle treats of in this paflage) confifts in the 
'Making and executing of oood laws— laws attempered 
to the common felicity of the %wrned % And if this 
be f j*fa£, done, it is evidently, in itfelf, a thing of 
no confluence at all, what the particular form of 
government is ; — whether the legiflative and exe- 
cutive power be lodged in one and the fame perfon, 
or in different perfons; — whether in one perfon, 
Whom we call an ahfolute monarch ; whether in a 
/w, fo as to conftitute an arijlocracy ; — whether in 
Inany, (6 a? to conftitute a republic ; or whether in 
three a -ordinate branches \ in fuch manner as to make 
the government fartah fomething of each of thefo 
forms ; and to be, at the fame time, effniially dijjfe* 
rent from them all. If (he end be attained, it is 
enough. But no form of government feems to be fo 
unlikely to accompliih this end as ah/Aute monarchy 
—Nor is there any one that has (o little pretence to 
a divine original, unlefs it be in this fenfe, that God 
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be fuppofos left entirely to human prudence and 
difcretjon. Now the confequence of this is, 
that unlimited and paflive obedience, is no 
more enjoined in this paflage, under monar- 
chical government ; or to the fupreme power in 
any ftate, than under all other fpecies of go- 
vernment, which anfwer the end of govern- 
ment; or, to all the fubordinate degrees of 
civil authority, from the higheft to the lowed. 
Thofe, therefore, who would from this paf- 
fage infer the guilt of refilling kings, in all 
cafes whatever, though atting ever fo contrary 
to the defign of their office, muft, if they will 
be confident, go much farther, and infer from 
it the guilt of tefiAance under all other forma 
of government \ and of refilling any petty officer 
in the ftate, though afting beyond his com- 
miffion, in the moft arbitrary, illegal manner 
poffible. The argument holds, equally ftrong 
in both cafes. All civil rulers, as fuch, are the 
ordinance and mmften of God \ and they are all, 
by the nature of their office, and in their re- 
fpe&ive fpheres and ftations, bound to confulc 

4 

jirft introduced it into, and thereby overturned, the 
commonwealth of Ifrael, as a cur/e upon that peo- 
ple for their folly and <wickednefs, particularly in de- 
firing fuch a government. (See i Sam. viii chap.) 
Juft fo God, before, fent quails amongft them, as a 
{/ague, and a cur/e, and not as a cljjin^* Numb. 
chap. xi. 

the 
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the public welfare. With the fame reafon 
therefore, that any deny unlimited and paffive 
obedience to be here injoined under a republic 
or ariftocracy, or any other eftablMhed form of 
civil government; or to fubordinate powers, 
a&ing in an illegal and oppreffive manner; 
(with the fame reafon) others may deny, that 
fuch obedience is enjoined to a king or mo- 
narch, or any civil power whatever. For the 
apoftle fays nothing that is peculiar to kings ; 
what he fays, extends equally to all other per- 
fons whatever, veiled with any civil office. 
They are all, in exaflly the fame fenfe, the 
ordinance of God\ and the m'nifters of God\ 
and obedience is equally enjoined to be paid to 
them all. For, as the apoftle exprefles it, then 
is NO POWER lut of Gcd: and we are re- 
quired to render to ALL their DUES ; and not 
MORE than their DUES. And what thdfe 
dues are, and to whom they are to be rendered^ 
the apoftle fayeth not\ but leaves to the reafon 
and confciences of men to determine. 

Thus it appears, that the common argu- 
ment) grounded upon this paflage, in favour of 
univerfal and paflive obedience, really over- 
throws itfelf, by proving too much, if it proves 
any thing at all ; namely, that no civil officer is, 
in any cafe whatever, to be refilled, though 
afting in exprefs contradi&ion to the defign of 
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bis office ; which no man in his fenfes, ever did 
or can aflert. 

If we calmly confider the nature of the 
thing itfelf, nothing can well be imagined more 
direftly contrary to common fenfe, than to 
fuppofe that millions of people (hould be fub- 
jefled to the arbitrary, precarious pleafure of 
enefingU man ; (who has naturally no fuperiori- 
ty over them in point of authority) fo that their 
eftates, and every thing that is valuable in life, 
and even their lives alfo, (hould beabfolutely at 
his difpofal, if he happens to be wanton and 
capricious enough to demand them. What 
unprejudiced man can think, that God made 
ALL to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs plea- 
fure and phrcnzy of ONE, fo that it (hall al- 
ways be a fin to refill him ! Nothing but* the 
moft plain and exprefs revelation from heaven 
could make a fober impartial man believe fuch 
a monftrous, unaccountable do&rine, and in- 
deed, the thing itfelf, appears fo (hocking— 
fo out of all \r opinion^ that it may be ques- 
tioned, whether all the miracles that ever were 
wrought, could make it credible, that this doc- 
trine really, came from God. At prefent, there 
is not the leaft fyllable in fcripture which 
gives. any countenance to it. The hereditary, 
indefeafible, divine right of kings, and the 
doftrine of noa-refiflance, which is built upon 

the 
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the fuppofitlon of fuch a right,' are altogether as 
fabulous and chimerical,, as tranfubflantiatioa ; 
or aoy of the mod abfurd reveries of ancient 
or modern vifionaries. Thefe notions are 
fetched neither from divine revelation, nor hu- 
man reafon ; and if they are derived from nei- 
ther of thofe fources, it is not much matter 
. from whence they ccme y or whither they go. Only 
it is a pity that fuch doctrines (hould be pro* 
pagated in fociety to raife facTicns and rebel- 
lions, as we fee they have, in fact, been both 
in the /*/?, and in the prefent> REIGN. 

But then, if unlimited fubmiffion and paf- 
five obedience to the higher powers, in all pof- 
fjble cafes, be not a duty, it will be a deed, 
. ** How far are we obliged to fubmit ? If we 
€C may innocently difobey and refill in fome 
" cafes, why not in all? Where (hall we 
" flop ? Wr>at is the meafure of our duty ? 
" This doctrine tends 10 the total diflblution 
<c of civil government ; and to introduce fuch 
44 fcenesofwi!d anarchy and confufion, as are 
" more fatal to fociety than the worft of 
* 4 tyranny." 

After this manner, fome men object; and 
indeed this is the molt p Y aufible thing that can 
be faid in favour of fuch an abfolute fubmiffion 
as-they plead for But the worft (or rather the 

belt 
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beft) of It,' if, that there is very little ftrength 
or foBdtty in it. For fimilaf difficulties may be 
raifed with fefpeft to almoft every duty of na- 
tural and revealed religion. — To inftance only 
* in two, both of which are near akin, and in- 
deed exaClly parallel, to the cafe before us. 
It is unquestionably the duty of children to 
fubmlt to their parents; and of fervants, to 
their matters. But no one a flirts, that it is 
their duty to obey, and fubmit to them, in all 
fappofable cafes; or univerfally a fin to re- 
fill them. Now does this tend to fubvert the 
juft authority of parents and matters ? Or to 
introduce confufifin and anarchy into private 
families ? No. How then doqs the fame prin- 
- ciple tend to unhinge the government of that 
larger family, the body politic ? We know, in 
general, that children and fervants are obliged 
to obey their parents, and matters refpeftively. 
We know alfo, with equal certainty, that they 
are not obliged to fabmit to them in all things, 
without exception ; but may, in fome cafes, 
reafooably, and therefore innocently, refill 
them. Thefe principles are acknowledged upon 
all hands, whatever difficulty there may be in 
fixing the exadt limits of fubmiffion. Now 
there is at leaft as much difficulty inflating the 
meafure of duty in thofe two cafes, as in the 
cafe of rulers and fubjefts. So that this is 
really no objection* at leait do reasonable oue, 
S againft 
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againft refiftance to the higher pmers: Or, 
if it is one, it will hold equally againft re- 
fiftance in the other cafes mentioned. « ■ 
It is indeed true, that turbulent, vicious- 
minded men, may take occafion from this 
•principle, that their rulers may, in fame cafes, 
be lawfully refitted, to raife factions and dis- 
turbances in the ftate ; and to make refif- 
tance where refiftance is needlefs, and there- 
fore, finful. But is it not equally true, that 
children and fervants of turbulent, vicious 
ifiinds, may take occafion from this principle, 
that parents and mafters may, in fome cafes be 
lawfully refifted, to refift when refiftance is un- 
neceflary, and therefore, criminal ? Is the prin- 
ciple in either cafe falfe in itfelf, merely be- 
caufe it way be abufed ; and applied to le- 
gitimate difobedience and refiftance in thofe 
inftances, to which it ought not to be ap- 
plied ? According to this way of arguing, 
there will be no true principles in the world ; 
for there are none but what may be wreft- 
ed and perverted to ferve bad purpofes, either 
through the weaknefs or "Wickednefs of men*. 

A 

"** We may very fafely affert thefe two things in 
genera), without undermining government : One is, 
That no civil rulers are to be obeyed when they en- 
join things that are inconfiftcnt with the commands 
of God: All fuch difobedience is lawful and glo- 

VOL. II. P rious; 
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A PEOPLE really opprcffed to a great 
degree by their fovereign, cannot well be in- 

fenfibJe 



rioui ; particularly if perfons refute to comply with 
any legal tftMjbment •fntigion f becaufe it it a groft 
penreri&on and corruption (at to doctrine, worship- 
and difcipline) of a pure and divine religion, brought 
from heaven to earth by the fin rf <W, (the only 
king and head of the ckriftian church) and propaga- 
ted through the world by his inspired apoftles. All 
commands running counter to the declared will of 
the fupreme legiflator of heaven and earth, are null 
and void : and therefore disobedience to them is a 
duty, not a crime. Another thing that may be aflerted 
with equal truth and (afety, is, ~i hatno government is 
to be fubmitted to, at the txptnet of that which is the 
frig end of 2M government, — the common good and 
fafety of fociety. Becaufe, to iubmit in this cafe, if it 
fhould ever happen, would evidently be to fet up 
the means as more valuable, and above, the end ; 
than which there cannot be a greater foleciim and 
contradiction. The only reaibn of the inftitutJon of. 
civil government ; and the only rational ground of 
fubmiffion to it, is the common fafety and utility. 
If therefore, in any cafe, the common fafety and 
utility would not be promoted by fubmiffion to go- 
vernment, but the contrary, there, is no ground or. 
motive for obedience and fubmiffion, but for the 
contrary* 

Whoever confiders the nature of civil govern- 
ment mud, indeed, be fenfible that a great degree of 
implicit confidence, mult unavoidably be placed in thofe 
that bear rule : this is implied in the very no- 
tion of authority's being originally a truft, com- 
mitted 
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fcnfible when they are fo opprefled. And fuch 
a people (if I may allude to an ancient fabl$) 

have 



snitted by the people, to thofe who are veiled with it, 
as all juft and righteous authority is; all befidc3 it 
mere lawlefs force and ufurpation ; neither God nor 
nature having giveu any man a right of dominion 
prer any fociety, independently of that fociety 's ap- 
probation, and content to be governed by him— now 
as all men are fallible, it cannot be fuppofed that the 
public affairs of any Hate, fhould be always admi- 
niftered in the bed manner poffible, even by peribns 
of the greateft wifdom and integrity. Nor is it fuf- 
rkient to legitimate difobedience to the higher powers 
that they ate not fo adminiitered ; or that they are, 
in (bene inftaoces, very ill managed; for upon this 
principle, it is fcarcely fuppoiable that any govern- 
ment at all could be fupported, or fubfift. Such 
a principle manifeflly tends to the diilblution of 
government; and to throw all things into confufion 
and anarchy. — But it is equally evident, upon the 
other hand, that thofe in authority may abufe their 
truji and power to fuch a degree y that neither the law 
of reafon, nor of religion, requires, that any obe- 
dience or fubmiffion mould be paid to them ; but 
on the contrary, that they mould be totally difi- 
earded; and the authority which they were before 
veiled with, transferred to others, who may exer- 
cife it more to thofe good purpofes for which it is 
given.— -Nor is this principle, that refinance to the 
hightr powers > is in lome extraordinary cafes, jufti- 
fiable, fo liable to abufe, as many perfons feem to 
apprehend it. For although there will be always 
Tome petulant, querulous men, in every (late — men 
of factious, turbulent and carping difpoliuons,— - 
P 2 gl*d 
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fenve, Ute the HfJfrr!anftuU,iT)KAGOHfot 
their fntitlm+wi pmrftm: nor *ool4 they 

have 

glad to lay 1>old of tor trhte to toftlfy tad kMam 
tbeir caballing again* their ntiera, and otfcer ftdt 
floa* prafticeif yec tlicro trt, comparatively fpaak- 
Ing, out few mao of thfo t$mmf$Wi thrr*ar. ft 
doea not appear bot that mankind, funeral, •*•• 
a dhpctfrfon to be ea fubmMhreeW Mitt aad ftaae 
voder government af they oagbt to be,— Wtoeft a 
great, If not tbegreatfft, pertof tbe1tooiraw*rf4» 
wfco ara now grotnlng, bot not morntflrtog, aodar 
tht heavy yoke of tyranny I Whtla tfcofr wbogo» 
veto, do it with any tolerable degree of modtratwa 
and juftice, and in any good meafore aft ap to tfadr 
office and character, by being paUic beoefaftorr, 
the people will generally be eaiy and peaceab'ef 
end be rather inclined co flatter and adore, then to 
infult and refill them. Nor wai there ever any 
general complaint again ft any adminiftretion, 'which 
lujhd Aflg, nut what there wait good reafen for. Till 
people rind tliem(elvc« greatly abu fed and opprc/Ird 
by their govcrrori, they are not apt to complain; and 
whenever they do, in facl find themfetvei thuf ebn- 
fed and op pre (Ted, thev maft be ftupid not to com- 
plain. To toy chat fubjelU in general are nor pro* 
per judges when their governor! oppref* them, and 
play the tyrant ; and when they defend their right*, 
edmiuifter juftice impartially, and promote the pub- 
lie welfare, i» a» great trtajon at ever man uttered; 
— it ii tre-fjn, — not again fl one fingti men, bat 
the ftatc — ogainft the whole body politic j --ft ii 
treafon againlt mankind i — it it treafon again! 
common fenfe ; — it it treafon a gain ft God. And 
ihu imj ioui principle \*y% the foundation for jeftn 

fyieg 
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have any reafon to mourn, if fome HER- 
CU L £S (hould appear to difpatch him— For a 
nation thus abufed to rife unaoimoufly, and to 
rcfift their prince, even to the dethroning him,. 
i$ not criminal ; but a reafonable way of vin- 
dicating, their liberties and juft rights; it is- 
making ufe of the means, and the only means, 
which God has put into their power, for mu- 
tual and fclf-defence. And it would be highly 
criminal in them, not to make ufe of this 
means. It would be.frupid tamenefs, and un~ 
accountable folly* for whole nations to fuffer 
cm ^nwtlbnjble, ambitious and cruel man, to* 
wanton 'Mifot in their mifery. And in fuch 
a cafe it wap|& of the two, be more rational to 
fpppofe, that they that did NOT rejiji> thaa 
that they who did, would receive to themfelves. 
damnation. And. 



lying alt the tyranny and op predion that ever any 
prince wa9 guilty of. The people know for what 
end they fet up, and maintain, their governors ; .and 
they are the proper judges when they execute their 
trtftM they. ought to do it ;— when their prince ex- 
ercifes an equitable and paternal authority over 
them ; — when from a prince and common father, ht 
exalts himfelf into a tyrant — when from fubjedls and 
children, he degrades them into the clafs of Haves; — 
plunders them, makes them his prey, and unnaturally 
{ports. himfelf with their lives add fortunes. 



P.3; THIS* 
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'TT HIS naturally brings as to make fome re- 
flections upon the refinance which was 
"made about a century fince, to that unhappy 
prince, KING CHARLES I; and upon the 
ANNIVERSARY of his death. This is a 
point which I ftiould not have concerned my- 
felf about, were it not that feme men continue 
to fpeak of it, even to this day, with a great 
deal of warmth and zeal ; and in fuch a man- 
ner as to undermine all the principles of L I- 
B E R T Y, whether civil or religious, and to in- 
troduce the mod abject flavery both in churcfc 
and (late : fo that it is become a matter of uni~ 
verfal concern. — What I have to offer topoo 
this fubjedr, will be comprized in a fhort aa- 
fwer to the following queries, viz. 

For what reafon the refiftance to king 
Charles I. was made ? 

By whom it was made I 

Whether this refiftance was REBEL* 
LION*, or not? 

* N. B. I fpeafc of rebellion, treafon, faintftiip, 
martyrdom, &c throughout this difcourfe only in 
the fcriptural and theological fenfe. I know not 
how the law defines them s the ftudy of that not 
being my employment—— 

How 
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How tht % anniver/ary of king Charles's death 
came at firft to be folemnized as a day of 
fatting and humiliation ? 

And laftly, 

Why thofe of the epifcopal clergy, who are 
very high in the principles of ecclefiajlical au- 
thority % continue to fpeak of this unhappy man, 
us a great SAINT and a MARTYR? 

For what reafon, then, was the refiftance 
to king Charles made ? The general anfwer 
to this inquiry is, that it was on account 
of the tyranny and opprejpon of his reign. Not 
A great while after his acceflion to the throne, 
he married a French catholic \ and with her 
itemed to have wedded the politics, if not 
the religion of France, alfo. For afterwards, 
during a reign, or rather a tyranny of many 
years, he governed in a perfectly wild and ar- 
bitrary manner, paying no regard to the con- 
stitution and the laws of the kingdom, by 
which the power of the crown was limited ; 
or to the folemn oath which he had taken at 
his coronation. It would be endlefs, as well 
as needlefs, to give a particular account of all 
the illegal and defpotic meafures which he took 
in his adminiftration ; — — partly from his 
P ^ *ssa^ 
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own natural luft of power, and partly from' 
the influence of wicked counfellors and" mi- 

Hitter*. He committed* many illuftrious 

members of both hou-fes of parliament to the 

Tower, for oppofing his arbitrary fchemes. 

He levied many, taxes upon the people with- 
out confent of parliament ;— -and then im— 
prifoned great numbers of the principal mer- 
chants and gentry for not paying them. ~ 

He erefled, or at leaft revived, feveral ar- 
bitrary courts, in which the moil unheard- 
of barbarities were committed with his know- 
ledge and approbation. — He fupported that 
more than fiend, archbifhop^ Laud and the 
clergy of bis ftamp, in all their church-tyranny 
and hellifh cruelties.— -He authorised a book ill 
favour of /ports upon the Lord's day\ and fe- 
deral clergymen were perfecuted by him and 
the mentioned pious bi(hop> for not reading it 
to the people after divine fervice.— Whea the 
parliament complained to him of the arbitrary 
proceedings of his corrupt minifters,. he told 
that auguft body, in a rough, domineering, un« 
princely manner, that he wondered any one 
Should be fo foolifh and infolent as to think 
that he would part with the meaneft of his 
fervants upon their account —He refufed to caU 
any parliament at all for the fpace of twelve 
years together, during $11 which time, he go- 
verned in an abfolute lawJefs and deipotic 

mannexv 
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manner*— He took all opportunities to en- 
courage the Papiflsy and to promote them to 
the higheft offices of honour and truft — He 
(probably) abetted the horrid mafTacre in Tre> 
land, in which two hundred thoufand pro* - 
teftants were butchered by the- roman-ca*- 
tholics. — He fent a large fum of moneys 
which he had raifedby his arbitrary taxef, 
into Germany y to raife foreign/ troops, in order 
to force more arbitrary taxes upon his fubjeih*. 
—He not only by a long feries of- aft'ions^ but • 
alfo in plain terms, afferted an abfokrte iincoa* 
troulable power ; faying even in* one of his 
fpeeches to parliament, that as k was blaf- 
pbemy to difpute- what God might'do; fo it 
was fedition in fubjefls. to difpute what 
the king might do. — Towards the end of his 
tyranny, he came to the houft of commons- 
with an armed force*, and demanded five of 
its principal members to« be delivered up to* 
him — And this was a prelude to that unna- 
tural war which he foon after levied againft 
his own dutiful fubje&s ; whom he was bound > 
by aU t^he laws of;' honour, humanity, piety* 



♦'Hiftorians are not agreed, what 1 number of* 
fold i era attended him in thit monitrous invafion • 
of . the privileges of parliament » ■ feme fay <■' 
three hundred, fome four hundred ; and the author 
of Tbi bifiory of tbt kings of .Sect land, fay* -five 
iondred, 

P^ 5 anil 
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and I might add* of intereji alfo, to defend and 
cheriih with a paternal affeftion— I hate only 
time to hint at thefe fafts in a general way, 
all which, and many more of the fame tenor t 
way be proved by good authorities r fo that 
the figurative language which St. John ufes 
concerning the juft and beneficent deeds of our 
blefled Saviour, may be applied to the un- 
righteous and execrable deeds of this prince, 
viz. And there are alfo many other, things which 
king Charles did, the wbich % if they fixmld 4* 
written every #»/, / fuppfe that even the world 
it/elf, couli not contain the books that Jhemld be 
written*. Now it was on account pf king 
Charles'* thus a flu mi rig a power above the laws, 
in dire ft contradidtfon to his coronation oath, 
and governing the greateft part of his time, in 
the mod arbitrary oppreffive manner ; it was 
upon this account, that the refinance was 
made to him, which, at length, iflued In the 
lofs of his crown, and of that head which was 
unworthy to wear it. 

But by whom was this refjftanc$ made? 
Not by a private junto;— not by a (mail fe- 
ditioos f arty ; not by a few defperad.es, who, 
to mend their fortunes, would embroil the 
flatej but by the LORDS and COM- 

* John xxi. 25. 
8 MONS 
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M N S of England. It was they that almoft 
unanimoufly oppofed the king's meafnres for 
overturning the constitution, and changing that 
free and t happy government into a wretched, 
tbfolute monarchy. It was they that when the 
king was about levying forces againft his fub- 
je&s, in order to make himfelf abfolute* com- 
hiiffioned officers, and raifed an army to de- 
fend thefnfelves and the public : and it was 
they that maintained the war againft him all 
along, till he was made a prifoner. This is 
Indifputable. Though it was not properly 
fpeaking the parliament, but the army, which 
put him to death afterwards. And it ought 
to be freely acknowledged, that moft of their 
proceedings, in order to get this matter efie&ed ; 
and particularly the court by which the king 
was at lad tried and condemned, was a little 
better than a mere mockery of juftice. — 

THe next queftion which naturally arifes, 
is, whether this refinance which was made to 
the king by the parliament, was properly re* 
hellion, or not f The anfwer to which i* plain, 
that it was not ; but a moft righteous and glo- 
rious ftand, made in defence of the natural and 
legal rights of the people, againft the unnatural 
and illegal encroachments of arbitrary power. 
Nor was this a ra(h and too fudden oppofition. 
The nation had been patient under the op* 
P 6 jceffiao* 
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preffions of the crown, even to long-fuffiriug\ 
■ for a courfe of many years ;.and there wag 
no rational hope of redrefs in aoy other way— 
Rcfiftance was abfolutely neceflary in order to 
preferve the nation from flavery, mifery an4 
ruin. And who fa proper to make this re* 

fiftance as the lords and commons; -the 

whole reprefentative body of the people; * 

guardians of the public welfare ; and each of 
which was, in point of legiflation, veiled with 
an equal, co-ordinate power, with that of the 
crown*? Here were two branches of the le* 

gUlatur* 



• The EngUJb tbnffitution is originally and e£ 
fentially frtr* The character, which Juliui Cafar 
and Tacitus both give of the ancient Britain* fo 
long ago, is, That they were extremely jealous of 
thiir liberties, as well as a people of a m irtfol Spi- 
rit. Nor have there been wanting frequent in* 
ilances and proofs of the fame glorious fprrit (in 
both refpetts) remaining in their poller ity everiioce, 

in the ftruggles they have made for liberty, 

both againfl: foreign and domeftic tyrants. 
Their kings hold their title to the throne, folely 
by grant of parliament; /. /. in other words, by 
the voluntary confent of the people. And, agree- 
ably hereto, the prerogative and lights of the crown 
are Hated, defined and limited by law; and that 
as truly and ftriclly as the tights of any inferior 
officer in the ftate^ or indeed, of any private fub- 
je&. And it is only in this refpeft that it can 
be faid, that " the king can do no wrong." Be- 
ing refrained by the law, be cannot, while lie 

confines 
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gWatore agamft om\ — two, which had law 
and equity, and* the> conftitutioa on their fide* 

agaioft 

confines himfdf within thofe juft limits which the 
law prefcribes to him as the meafure of his au- 
thority, injure and opprefs the fubje£l. — The 
king, in his coronation oath, (wears to exercife 
only fuch a power as the conftitution gives him t 
and the fubje&, in the oath of allegiance, . fwears 
only to obey him in the exercife of fuch a power. 
The king is* as much* bound by hh oath, not to 
infringe the legal rights of the people, as the peo» 
pie are bound to yield fubje&ion to him. From - 
whence it follows, that as foon as the prince fets 
himfelf above Taw, he* lofes the king in the ty- 
rant : he does* to all intent* and purpofes, unking 
himfelf, by.adting.out of, and. beyond, -that fphere 
which the con ft i tut ion allows him to move in. 
And in fuch cafes, he has no more right to be 
obeyed, than any inferior officer who ads beyond 
his com million. The fubje&s obligation to alle*. 
gtance then ceafes of couxfe: and to refill him, 
is no more rebeitio*, than to refill any foreign in- 
vader. There is an efTential difference betwixt gc± 
<vernmtnt and tyranny ; at lead under fuch a ccrw 
ftitution as the EmgJ/Jh* The former confift* in 
ruling according to law and equity ; the latter, 
in ruling contrary to law and equity. So alfcf, 
there is an eifential difference betwixt refitting a 
tyrant, and rebellion ; the fermer is a juft and rea- 
sonable felf defence; the latter confifls in refitting 
* prince whofe administration is juft and legal ; and 

this is what denominates it a crime. Now k 

it evident, that king Charles's government was il- 
legal, and very oppreflive, through the jneateft part 
of his reign : and, therefore, to refill him, was no 
■sore rebellion* than to oppofe any. foreign inra> 
jiciv or any other domeftic oppreffor % 
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•gainft one which was impioofly attempting 
to overturn law and equity and the conftitution ; 
tad to cxercifc a wanton licentious fiver eignty 
orer the properties, confciences and lives of all 
the people : — Such a f$vereignty as fome incon- 
siderately afcribe to the fupreme governor of 
the world. — I fay, incoofidcrately ; becaofe 
Cod himfelf does not govern in an abfolutely 
arbitrary and defpotic manner. The power of 
this Almighty King (I fpeak it not without 
caution and reverence ; the power of this Al- 
mighty King) is limited by ktw\ not indeed, 
by alls of parliament^ but by the eternal laws 
of truth, wifdom and equity;- and the ever- 
lading tables of right reafon ; — tables that 
cannot be repealed* or thrown down and broken 
like thofe of Mofes. — But king Charles fat 
himfelf above all thefe, as much as he did 
above the written laws of the realm; and 
made mere humour and caprice, which are no 
rule at all, the only rule and meafure of his ad* 
miniftration. And now, is it not perfe&ly ri- 
diculous to call refinance to fuch a tyrant, by 
the name of rebtllion? — the grand rebellion! 
Even that— parliament, which brought king 
Charles II. to the throne, and whi^h rnn loyally 
mad* feverely reproved one of their own mem- 
bers for Condemning the proceedings of that 
parliament, which fir A took up arms againft the 
former king. And upon the fame principles 

that 
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that the proceedings of this parliament may be 
ccnfured as wicked and rebellious, the pro- 
ceedings of thofe who, fince, oppofed king 
James II. aad brought the prince of Orange to 
the throne, may be ccnfured as wicked and re- 
bellious alfo. The cafes are parallel.— -Bat 
whatever feme men may think, it is to be hoped 
that, for their owrv^akes, they will not dare to 
/peak againft the REVOLUTION, upon the 
juftice and legality of which depends (in part) 
his prefent MAJESTY'S right to the throne. 

• If it be fa id, that although the parliament 
which firft oppofed king Charles's meafures, 
and at length took up arms againft him, were 
not guilty of rebellion ; yet certainly thofe 
perfons were, who condemned, and put him 
to death ; even this perhaps is not true. For 
he had, in faft, unkinged himfelf long before, 
and had forfeited his title to the allegiance of 
the people, fo that thofe who put him to death, 
were, at moft, only guilty of murder 5 which 
indeed, is bad enough, if they were really 
guilty of that ; (which is at lead difpu tabic.) 
Cremwell, and thofe who were principally con- 
cerned in the (nominal) king's death, might 
peiffibly have been very wicked and defigning 
men. Nor (hall I fay any thing in vindication 
of the reigning typecr/Jy of thofe times ; or of 
CntnwiJTs male-adminiftration during the in* 
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Hr-rtgnum: (for it is truths and not a partf, 
that I am fpeaking for.) Bat ftilt it may be 
faid, that Cromwell and his adherents were not 
properly fpeaking, guilty of rebellion ; becanfe 
he, whom they beheaded, was not properly 
fpeaking, their kmg\ but z^lawlefs tyrants — 
Much lefs, are thfe whole body of the nation at 
that time to be charged frith rebellion on that 
account; for it was no national aft\ it was 
not done by a free parliament. And much 
lefs (till, is the nation at prefent, to be charged 
with the great fin of rebellion, for what their 
ancejiors did,' (or rather did NOT) a century 
ago. 

But how came the anniverfary of kidg 
. Charles's death, to be folemnized as a day of 
fading and humiliation? The true anfwer in 
brief, to which inquiry, is, that this fad was 
inftituted by way of court and compliment to 
king Charles II. upon the re/loration. All 
were defirous of making -their court to him; 
of ingratiating themfelves ; and of making him 
forget what had been done in oppofition to his 
father^ fo as not to revenge it. To effeft this, 
they ran into the-- mod extravagant profeflioos 
of afFe&ien and loyalty to him, infomuch that 
he himfelf faid, that it was a mad and hair- 
brained loyalty which they profeflech And 
■amoBgft. other firange things, which his firA 

parliament- 
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|ftrliament did, they ordered the thirtieth of 
January (the day on which his father was ber 
headed) to be kept as a day of folemn humili* 
ation, to deprecate the judgments of heaven for 
the rebellion which the nation had been guilty 
of, in that wJiich was no national thing $ 
and which was not rebellion in them that did 
it — Thus they foothed and flattered their new 
king, at the expence of their liberties:-**- And 
were ready to yield up fredy to Charley II. all 
that enormous power, which they had juflly Kr 
filled Charles I. for ufurping to himfelf. 

V 

The laft query mentioned, was,. Why thofi? 
of the epifcopal cUrgy^ who are very high in the 
principles of ecclefiq/lical authority, continue to 
fgeak of this unhappy prince as a great faint 
and a martyr f This, we know, is what they 
constantly do, eQ>ecially on. the thirtieth of Ja- 
nuary;—* day facred to the extolling of him r 
and to the reproaching of thofe who are not of 
the eftablifhed church. Out of the fame mouth on 
this day, proceedeib blejfing and curfmg* ; there- 
with biffs, they their God* even Charles, ani* 
therewith curfe they the diflenters : And their 
Ungue can no man tame ; /'/ is an unruly evili 
full of deadly poifon. King Charles is, upoa- 
tfifs folemnity, frequently compared to our 

*• James iii. 8, 9, 10. 
_ Lordt 
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Lord Jefas Chrift, both in refpeft of the M- 
Unefs of his life, and the greatnefs and in* 
jo ft ice of hhfuffetings ; and it is a wonder they 
do not add fomething concerning the merits oil 
his deach alfo — But bhjfed faint and royal 
martyr are as humble titles as any that are 
thought worthy of him. 

Now this may, at firft view, well appear to 
be a very Orange phenomenon. For king 
'Charles was really a man black with guilt, and 
laden with iniquity *, as appears by his crimes 
before mentioned. He lived a tyrant ; and it 
was the oppreffion and violence of his reign, 
that brought him to his untimely and viblent 
end at Jaft. Now what of faihtfhip or mar- 
tyrdom is there in all this? What of faint- 
fcip is there in encouraging people to profam 
the Lord's Day? What of faintfhip in fallhood 
and perjory ? What of faintfhip in repeated 
robberies and depredations i What of faintfhip 
in throwing real faints, and .glorious patriots 
into gaols ? What of faintfhip in overturning 
an excellent civil conftitution ? — and proudly 
grafping at an illegal and monftrous power * 
What of faintfhip in the murder of thoufands 
of innocent people ; and involving a nation in 
all the calamities of a civil war? And what of 



* Ifaiah i. 4. 

mar- 
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martyrdom is there, in a man's bringing an im> 
mature and violent death upon himfelf, by be- 
ing wicked overmuch t? Is there any fuch 
thing as grace, without goodnefs? As being a 
follower of Chrift without following him ? As 
being his difciple, without learning of him Xtp 
be juft and beneficent ? Or as feimOrip with- 
out fanftityt ? If not, I fear it will be hard 
to prove this man a faint. And verily one 
would be apt to fufpedJ, that that church muft 



f Ecclef. vii. 17. 

I Is it any wonder that even perfoni who do 
Dot walk after their own lufts % mould feoff at fuch 
joints as this, both in thbfirft and in the loft days, 
cVen/rw* enjtrlafting to overtaking f t Pet ill. 3, 4. 
— Bat perhaps it will be faid. that thefe things 
are MYSTERIES, which (although very true 
in themfclves) lay-undtrflandings cannot compre- 
hend: or, indeed, any other peribns amongft us, 
befidet thofe who being INWARDLY MOVED 
BY THE HOLY GHOSf have taken a trip 
tcrofs the Atlantic to obtain efifcopal ordination and 
the indelible eharmMtr — However, if theie confer 
(crated* gentlemen do not quite defpair of us, it is 
hoped that, in the abundance of their charity, they 
will endeavour, to iUucidate thefe dark points ; and, 
at the fame time, explain the creed of another of 
their eminent faints, which we are told, that un- 
lets we believe faithfully, (i. e.) believingly) moo 
cannot he favedx which creed, (or rather riddle) 
tKJtorithftandtng ail the labours of the pious « 

and metaphyseal Dr. Waterland, remains fomewhat 
enigmatical to\), 

be 
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be but poorly ftocktd with faints and martyrs* 
which is forced to adopt fuch enormous (inner* 
into her kalendar % in order to. fwell the 
number. 

But to unravel this myflery of (nonfenfe as 
well as of) iniquity which has already worked 
for a hug time among A: us*; or, at lead, to 
give the mod probable folution of. it ; it is to 
be remembered, that king Charles^ this bur- 
l/quo upon faintfhip and martyrdom, though 
fo great an oppreflbr, was a true friend to the 
Churchy — fo true a friend to her, that he was 
very well affeftfcd towards the roman catholics; 
and would probably have been very willing to 
unite Lambeth and Rome. This appears by 
his marrying a true daughter of that true m#- 
ther of harlot i\ y which he did with a difpehfa* 
tion from the Pope, that fupremfc BiSHOPy 
to whom when he wrote, he. gave the title of 
MOST HOLY FATHER. His queen wa$ 
extremely bigotted to all the follies and fiiT 
perditions-, and to the hierarchy of Rome * and 
had a prodigious afcendency over him all his 
life. It was, in part, owing to this, that he 
(probably) abetted the maflacre of the pro- 
teftants in Ireland j that he affifted in extir- 
pating the French proteftants at RochelU \ that 

** 2.Thj?fCji. 7.. f Rev. xvii. y. 

hO; 
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he a]} along encouraged paptfts, and popifhly 
affe&ed clergymen, in preference to all other 
perfons, and that lie upheld that monfter 
of wickednefs, ARCHBISHOP LAUD, and 
the bifhops of his ftamp, in all their church ty- 
ranny and diabolical cruelties. In return to his 
kindnefs and indulgence in which refpe&s, they 
taufed many of the pulpits throughout the 
nation, to ring with the divine abfolute, inde- 
fcafible right of kings ; with the praifes of 
Charles and his reign ; and with the damnable 
fin of refitting the Lt>rd*s an$int$d % let him do 
what he would. So that not Chr\ft % but 
Charles, was commonly preached to the peo- 
ple.— In plain EngUJh % there feems to have 
been an impious bargain (truck up betwixt the 
fcepter and the Jurplta, for enflaving both the 
Mies and f$uls of men. The king appeared to 
be willing that the clergy (hould do what they 
would, — fet up a monftrous hierarchy like that 
of !?•«*,— a monftrous inquifition like that of 
Spain or Pirtugal,— or any thing clfe which 
their own pride, and the devil's malice, could 
prompt them to: praviiei always, that the 
clergy would be t$$ls to the crown ; that they 
would make the people believe, that kings had 
God's authority for breaking Gods law; that 
they had a commiffioirfrom heaven to felze the 
eftates and lives of their fubjefls at pleafure ; 
and that it was a damnable fin to refill them* 

6 w»> 
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even when they did fuch things as deferred 
more than damnation.— This appears to be the 
true key tor explaining the nyfttrUm doftriflt 
of king C *r sj's faintfhip and martyrdom. He 
was a faint, not becaufe he was in his life a 
good man, bur t good churchman \ not becaufe 
be was a lover of Mimfs but the hierarchy \ not 
becaufe he was a friend to Cprift, but the 
craft. and he was a martyr in his death, not 
becaufe he bravely fuffered death in the canfe 
of truth and righteoufnefs, but becaufe he died 
an enemy to liberty and the rights of con- 
fcience j i. e. not becaufe he died an enemy to 
Jiti 3 but difjtnttrs. For thefe reafons it is that 
all bigotted clergymen, and friends to church* 
power, paint this man as a faint in his life, 
though he was fuch a mighty, fuch a royal 
Jinntr ; and as a martyr in his death, though 
he fell a facrifice only to his own ambition, 
avarice, and unbounded luft of power. And 
from proftituting their praife upon king CbarLs* 
and offering him that incenfe which is not his 
due, it is natural for them to make a tran* 
fition to the diflenters, (as they commonly do) 
and to load them with that reproach which 
they do not deferve; they being generally 
profefTed enemies both to civil and ecclefiaftical 
tyranny. We are commonly charged (opon. 
the thirtieth of January) with the guilt of put- 
ting the king to death, under a notion that it 

was 
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Was our anceftors that did it ; and lb we are 
reprefcnted in the blackeft colours, not only at 
fchifmatics, bat alfo as traitors and rebels and 
all that is bad* And thefe lofty gentlemen 
ufually rail upon this head, in fuch a manner 
as plainly (hews, that they are either grofly 
ignorant of the hiftory of thofe times which 
they fpeak of; or, which is worfe, that they 
are guilty of the moft (hameful prevarication, 
dander and falfhood.-^-But every petty priefi % 
with a roll and a gow* y thinks he muft do 
fomething in imitation of his tetters in laum, 
and (hew himfelf a trus fen of the church : * 
And thus, through a foolifti ambition to ap* > 
pear confiderable^ they only render themfelves 
contemptible* 

But fuppofe our fore-fathers did kill their 
mock faint and martyr a century ago, what is ' 
that to us now ? If I miftake not, thefe gen- 
tlemen generally preach down the do&rine of 
the imputation of Adam's fin to bis pofterity % as * 
abfurd and unreafonable, notwithftanding they 
have folemnly fubfenbed what is equivalent to 
it in their own articles of religion. And there* 
fore one would hardly expeft that they would 
lay the guilt of the king's death- upon us, al- 
though our fore- father* had been the only au- 
thors of it. But this conduft is much more 
furprifing, when it does not appear that our 

anceftors 



anceftors had any more hand in it than tbiir 
mm.— However, bigotry is fuffictent to ate- 
connt for this, and many other phenomena, 
which cannot be accounted for in any other 
w*y. 

Although the obfervation of this anniverfary 
feems to have been (at leaft) foperftitious in its 
original \ and although it is often abufed to 
very bad ^rarpofes by the eftablifhed dergy, a* 
they fenre themfelves of it, to perpetuate flrifo, 
a party fpirit, and dhrifions in the chriftiau 
church ; yet it is to be hoped that one good 
end will be anfwered by it, quite contrary to 
their 4otentioa; k is to be hoped, that it will 
prove a (landing memento > that Britons will not 
be /laves ; and a warning to all corrupt coun- 
cilors and mini/hrs, not to go too far in advi- 
fing to arbitrary defpotic meafures. — 

To conclude : Let us all learn to be free* 
and to be loyal. Let us not profefs ourfelves 
vaflals to the lawlefs pleasure of any man on 
earth. But let us remember, at the fame 
time, government is facred, and not to be 
trifled with. It is our happinefs to live under 
the government of a Prince, who is fatisfied with 
ruling according to laij; as every other good 
prince will — We ^njoy under his adminiftra- 
tion all the liberty that is proper and expe- 
dient for us. It becomes us, therefore, to te 

contented, 
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contented, and dutiful fubjefts. Let us prize 
OUT freedom ; but not ufe nr liberty for a 
cUki of maBamtfrefs *. There are men who 
ftrike at Uherij ander the term licentiiufnefs. 
There are others who aim at popularity under 
the difgnHe of patrLtifmu Be aware of both. 
Extremes are dangerous. There is at prefent 
amongft us, perhaps more danger of the tatter 
than of the femur. For which rcafon I would 
exhort you to pay all due regard to the go* 
▼eminent over us; to the KING and all in 
authority; and to lead a quiet and peaceable 
Hfef. — And while I am fpeaking of loyalty to 
our earthly prince, fuffer me juft to put you in 
mind to be loyal alfo to the fupreme RULER 
of the univerfe, by whom kings reign y and princes 
decree }uftice%. To which king eternal, im- 
mortal, invifiblc, even to the ONLY WISE 
GOD I, be all honour and praife, DOMI- 
NION and thankfgiving, through JESUS 
CHRIST our LORD. AMEN. 

* 1 Pet 11. 16J f 1 Tim.ii. 2 . X Prov. viii. 15. 
1 1 Tim. n 17. 
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The Manner of 

•CONSECRATION 

Of THfc 

BISHOPS 

I N 

DUBLIN, 

By the Lord Primate in the year 1 660* 

WH E R E A 8 we have thought fit to 
appoint the 27th of this inftant 
January 1660, for the confecra~ 
tion of bifliops ; to the end therefor? that the 
fame may he fo ordered, as decency and th? 
dignity of fo holy an office ihail require ; Wfr 
hare thought fit* by the advice of our brethren 
the bilhops, who are to affift in that faired ad- 
miniftration, and with whom we have consulted 
in that behalf, to order, 

That at feven o'clock in the morning of the 
faid day, the lords bifhops ele& do attend us, 
at the dean of Chrift church his hoofe, aa J 

* The editor confiders this fmall piece as a pre- 
latic comment an the words of ChriP, my kingdom $» 
not fftbii world; and as fuch it is here pubJiUied. 

» Q_2 to* 
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that all the bifhops confecrators be there aifo ia 
their cornered caps, rochets and chimcrs. 

That notice be given to the faid deans of the 
two cathedral churches of Dublin, that they 
likewife are expefied to attend at the fame time 
and place in their formalities. 

That the faid deans refpe&ively (hall give 
orders to the dignitaries, prebendaries, canons, 
petit-canons, vicars > choral, and chorifters, that 
they do attend at the fame hour, in their refpec- 
live formalities in the body of Chrift- church. 

That the vice-chancellor, or pro- vice-chancel- 
lor of thenniverfity, all doftors of divinity, and 
of the law, as alfo all the minifters and civilians 
in this city, with the whole univerfity, do like* 
wife repair thither, fo far as they can conveni- 
ently furnifli themfelves with gowns and forma- 
lities to their refpe&ive offices and dignities 
appertaining. 

That the order of proceeding be as follows ; 

That the purfuivant of the court of preroga" 
tive, and the apparator general bare headed. 

The vergers of the faid two cathedrals alfo 
bare headed. 

The chorifters two and two, and the reft of 
the procedents alfo in order, two and two as 
followeth. 

Vicars chorals* 
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Petit-canons. 

Prebendaries. 

Dignitaries. 

The faid two deans. 

The bifliops eleft in their albs. 

The lord primate's gent, ulher, and fecretary 
bare-headed. 

The lord primate. 

The other bifhops confecrators two and two. 

The beadle of the univerfity. 

The vice-chancellor,, or pro-vke-chancelor, 
and provoft. 

Deans and do&ors two and two. 

That the abovefaid orders may proceed with 
a Client, fdlemn, and flow paced gravity, until 
the time of entrance into the weft-gate of St. 
Patrick's church, where the vicars and choris- 
ters are to proceed finging into the choir, and 
there continue finging the // deum> accompa- 
nied with the organ, until the archbithops, 
bifliops, and the reft of the principal prece- 
dents (hall be placed and feated in theii re- 
fpeflive flails. 

That the office of morning prayer be folemn- 
ly celebrated by the dean of the faid church. 
Which ended, Dr. Jer. Taylor, lord bifliop 
eleft of Down, defigned to preach the concio ad 
clerum, is to afcend the pulpit during the fing- 
ing of per vent nobis. 

3 Itax 
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ftftv fll.NI* tf#!|t|IMJU*V . 

''A . 

That after the raid bllbop bf tfc {tyM** 
{moon, be be conveyed by the verge? tftfeMM* 



That ipoo ht< 4rd4Mf '; *4rfce»t 

r ^fkat^ttbambffBOj-^ 

■ j VjJ ' , * 

^V*That from the end of the anthem tbe voice 
of the organ be beard, aaA OMrioiafi verft 
. tbe 4ord prliMie at* the other bifcop* who 
, . fre to coofecraie, afeeod too the eadofere 
*hhta the rails, eo4 fr »e » h ot loogcri at 
leaft till tbe notfe, wblcb*py be occaioasd by 
tbe tifoal motto of the peoptefiroa their places 
after fermon, flpll ceafe. 

That after the primate and bUhops con* 
{iterators are feated in their chairs, and tbe 
foond of the organs continuing, the ?kar-ge- 
neral (at fent by the (aid primate) is to go to 
the lords cleft, fitting In their flails, and fo 
with the dean of St. Patrick to coadopt their 
lotdfhips to the enclofore, and there to range 
them in their order according as direction Aull 
be given by the primate. 

That then the office of confecration be ce- 
lebrated, which ended, the anthem to that par- 
pofc compofed by the dean of St. Patrick'%, cal- 
led quam dtnuo txaltavit dmintu armmm, be 
Ang as it httctottomx^ 
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Anthem after tht conjuration. 

Treble. 
Ktw that the Lord hath rtadvanc'dtbe crown. 
Which thirji of Jf ail and frantic zeal threw dm*. 

Tenor. 
Now that the Lord the mitre las rejior'd, 
Which with the crcwn lay in the duji abhorred. 
Treble — Pra'fe him ye kings 7 Chorus alt 
Tenor — Praife him ye priefts S fmg 
Glory to Cbrijl our bigbprie/f, higheji king. 

Treble. 
May Judah's royal fuptre fill Jbine clear 9 

Tenor. 
May Aaron*; holy rodJliUbloffm* bear* 

Treble and Tenor. 
Sceptre and rod rule Jlill* and guide cur land, 
And tbofe whom Gad anoints feel no rude band ; 
May love, peace 9 plenty, wait on crown and chair 9 
And may bothjhare inllejfflngs as in care. 

Choru3. 
Angels lock dawn, and joy ft fee, 
Like that above, a monarchy. 
Angels look down, and joy tofu % 
Like thai above, an hierarchy* 

TUi 
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That while vm m crtator is tinging, the 
bifhops to be confecrated {hall have their ro- 
chets and chimers, pat on ; which done, the 
confecration ended, and the anthem and U 
deum fung, the communion is to follow, and 
after the communion the bleffing to be pro- 
nounced by the lord primate. 

That after the confecration ended, the 
whole procefcon do attend us to the primate 
his lodgings. 

That the latifecetur car regis be fung be- 
fore the lord primate, as he goeth from the 
choir to the outward part of the church. 

That in the return of his grace from the 
church, the proceffion be fo altered, that the 
new confecrated archbifhops and bifliops, 
be difpofed wUh the other bifhops confe- 
crators, according to the refpeftive dignities 
of their fees, quality, and feniority of confe- 
cration. 

Jo. Armacanuu 
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